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... ANY GROUP 
ANY PLACE 
ANY TIME 


Can Participate In 
Complete Church Services 


wr PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 


Newest Contribution to Evangelical Work 


OUTSTANDING SERMONS by the famous preachers of the past and 
present: Wesley, Calvin, Luther, Moody, Spurgeon, Whitefield, 
Dixon, Knox, Torrey, Pierson, ete. 





























combined with 
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC played on a magnificent organ and sung by 


trained choral groups. Beloved hymns and church music under the 
direction of Robert Elmore, organist of Holy Trinity Church in 
Philadelphia and a member of the Philadelphia Orchestra. 


ANY group now can have complete church services— 
from prelude to postlude—by simply plugging a tape play- 
ing machine into an electric outlet! Never before has such 
a service been available to pastorless groups anywhere. 


One-hour services of inspiring music and sermons are 
recorded ori small fine fidelity tapes that are easily played 
on a compact 33-lb. portable machine. A group of any size 
can participate in the prayers and scripture readings, and 
join in singing the hymns, from printed programs that are 
included with the tapes. 

PERFECT for the CHURCHLESS * PASTORLESS * SICK * AGED * SHUT-IN 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES is a non-profit project. 
Services can be rented at an amazingly low cost. Services 
are available for only $5 a week ($20-a-month payments 
ean be arranged), including rental of a nationally-known 
tape playing machine. Rental of recordings of services 
without the tape playing machine is $3 a week. 


. SELF-FINANCED THROUGH WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
NO OUTRIGHT PURCHASE REQUIRED 








Mail this coupon now! 


DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 

PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 

1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
Individuals or churches can give this greatly-needed 
service to groups who cannot afford it for themselves. 
Gift subscriptions are available for any number of 
services up to a full year (52 Services) for $260. Such 
gifts—as well as cash donations to the Portable Church 
Services, which are greatly needed at this time—are 
deductible for i tax purposes. 


Gentlemen: 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES. 





Send Your Supporting Gifts Now for This 
Much Needed Home Missions Project 


[_] Please send complete descriptive data on 
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need of the Word of God. Christian America must help. Si 
We must pour the healing power of the Scriptures into 


pee —_ Wellin the _— wounds of Korea’s millions. 






Te POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE is now distributing 


Gospels in Korea. Will you help? We need your prayers! We need 
your money! Give now — for the need is desperate. The Word 
of God holds the only message of hope and comfort for Korea’s 
suffering people. 

Write for free copy “Korea” — a special edition of the PTL Quarterly 












ALFRED A. KUNZ, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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the thoughts of every American 
turn to the birthday of George 
Washington, beloved as the father 
of our country. Each one recalls 
his reputation for strict adherence 
to the truth. No one would 
deny that he played a great part 
in establishing as a basic factor in 
American life this principle: 


Truth isa MIGHTY WEAPON! 


Nowhere in history or tradition is truth pictured more clearly or 
positively than in the Word of God. If America is to wield this 
weapon in defense of her priceless heritage, she must again turn to the 
Book wherein truth gleams from every page. The Bible Study Hour 
with the teaching ministry of Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse, presents 
the truth of the Word of God to countless thousands. You may share 
in this important work through your gifts and prayers. Write today 
and pledge to become a Radio Partner of The Bible Study Hour. 
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- Heard Every Sunday 








Location Station Kes. Time New Jersey Atlantic 
Alabama Birmingham WSGN 610 kc 2:00T City WFPG 1450 ke 10:00* 
Huntsville WHBS 1490 kc =. 2:00 New York New York WJZ 770 kc = 9:00 
Arizona Tucson KCNA S80 ke 4:30T (Saturday) Rochester WVET 1280 ke =: 00F 
California Oakland KROW 960 ke 6:30F Ohio Cariton WAND 90 ke 2:00T 
Wasco KWso 1050 ke 2:30T Cleveland WIW 850 ke §=8 3 0* 
Colorado Pueblo KDZA 1230 ke 0 4:00T Columbus WHKC 610 ke 9:00* 
Dist. of Penna. Altoona WVAM 1430 ke = 2:30F 
Columbia Washington WGMS $70ke 2:00T Carlisle WLXW 1380 kc} 83=—- 230 
Florida Miami Philadelphia WIP 610 ke 9-8 30* 
Beach WMBM 800 ke § 4:30T Pittsburgh KOV 1410 ke —- 1007 
Georgia Decatur- Red Lion WGCB 1440 kc 9 -4:607 
Atlanta WGLS 970 ke =: 00 Sayre WATS 1470 ke 930% 
Hlinois Chicago WCFL 1000 kc §=—- 9 :00F Rhode 
Michigan Detroit CKLW 800 ke 830-9: 30 Island Providence WPTL-*M 91.5 mc 8:%0T 
Minnesota Minneapolis KTIS 90 ke 1:007 Tennessee Chattanooga WAPO 150 ke $:30* 
Mississippi West Point WROB 1450 ke 7:30* Johnson 
Yazoo City WAZF 1230 ke = $307 City WTHI M0kc 2:00F 
Missouri Kansas City WHB 710 ke 8 30* Memphis WHBQ $60 ke 8:00* 
St. Louis KSTL 690 ke = 3: 30F Nashville WNAH 1160 ke 94007 
Montana Texas MidI-nd K BC 1150 ke 4:00F 
(Tuesday) Bozeman KBMN 1230 ke 7:00T Fort Worth KCUL 1840 ke «©2007 
Virginia Richmond WRNL 910ke 4:30F 
Roanoke WSLS 610 ke 2:00F 
West 
Virginia Matewan WHIC 1360 ke 2:00 
Penama Panam2 
City HOXxO 760 ke 36 :30F 
t Denotes P.M. 
* Denotes A.M. 





i YOUR PRAYERS AND GIFTS ARE VITAL 


IBLE STUDY HOUR 


BOX 2000, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


(Gifts for this ministry are deductible for income tox purposes) 
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A UNITED TESTIMONY IN BERLIN 


The Lord continues to bless the work 
carried on by the faithful group of fervent 
Christians who are busily engaged. in the 
Gospel activities here. Many times during 
the week rallies are held somewhere in this 
war-torn city, which is surrounded by the 
enemies of the cross of Christ. The group, 
composed of American and British soldiers 
and civilians, and a group of young Ger- 
man Christians, have united their hearts in 
a true spirit of Christian love to make 
known to the four million people of 

erlin. 

Pray -for us, that our strength may be 
renewed from day to day, as we take our 
bold stand for Christ in the midst of god- 
less communism. 

* Corporat Georce J: RENNIE 
U. S. Army, Berlin 


KOREAN POW CHRISTIANS 
October 14, 1951 

I haven’t been over to the mainland, to 
Pusan for some time and I cannot there- 
fore give you any of the more general 
developments. Being limited to the POW 
Camp here my range of information is def- 
initely circumscribed. But there is much 
to interest those who have a place in their 
heart for the evangelization of the throngs 
of men here. 

We postponed the Bible Correspondence 
Course graduation ceremonies until this 
week and with the aid of an amplifier we 
had wonderful times. I always wish you 
all could be here to see how “apostolic” the 
turn-outs are. The POW’s gather by the 
thousands, sit down on the ground and 
listen intently to what we have to say. The 
ceremonies consisted of Gospel songs, 
prayer, an address, the awarding of the 
diplomas, the distribution of prizes, (Eng- 
lish-Japanese dictionaries, fountain pens, 
books in Japanese on Bible subjects, and 
lead pencils), and greetings from the officer 
in charge of the compound. 

I never know, of course, what these’ men 
are going to say. Most of them are not 
accustomed to giving addresses to Christian 
groups, and a POW audience is something 
novel in itself. The remarks are usually 
brief and one ‘man stressed this idea, “We 
meet here not as POW’s and a command- 
ing officer, but as Christians, I salute you 
as a brother in Christ.” That was intensely 
significant, of course. Another commander 
made an out and out appeal, “I am glad to 
see so many of you embracing Christianity, 
and to those who are Christians I hope 
you'll win others, one by one, to the 
Saviour.” 

A representative of each graduating 
group was asked to give a Dapsa, make a 
response after the sermon, and in general 
they were to this effect, “We’re deeply 
grateful for the privilege of studying the 
Bible while in the camp. It’s true that 
physically we are prisoners, but through 
Christ we have true spiritual liberty. Our 
hope is that having learned considerable 
about the Bible through the study of this 
course we will be enabled to live it out in 
worthy actions here.” My, but I was pleased 
and grateful. 

In one compound a number of old men 
over 60 turned up and I had two of them 
sing, “Yes, Jesus loves me” as part of the 
service. They did it creditably and the 
crowd was greatly interested in seeing the 
old fellows up front holding their own. 
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A total of 257 graduated. 316 took the 
exams but we figured it would be wise to 
have 59 of them repeat. I quote these num- 
bers to show you that we are trying to 
maintain standards. And let me tell you 
that marking the papers and deciding the 
prizes for the graduates in each compound 
was a time-consuming job. Now we're all 
ready to enroll a new batch in the New 
Testament course and begin the Old Testa- 
ment. The delay in the arrival of the O. T.’s 
is the only thing holding us up. 

The working of the Holy Spirit is -fas- 
cinating to watch here. Because of flare- 
ups a few weeks ago the Christians were 
removed (for their own protection) from 
some of the compounds, and in two of them 
this is what has happened. One day when 
we were visiting where no Christians were 
supposed to be, a POW came out and 
asked, “Can’t you have someone come here 
and hold services?” “Why”, I said, “I 
understand there were no Christians here 
anymore.” (We’d planned to get back but 
hadn’t had time). “Oh, there are a number 
here.” And when a service was announced 
41 turned up. This afternoon. I went to a 
compound to which four Christians had re- 
turned after all of them had previously 
been removed ; a hundred were present and 
one of the four reminded me, “These are 


all new Christians speak simply to them.”. 


Amazing, isn’t it? 


U. S. Army, Korea 
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
February 3-8—Alabama Avenue Presbyter- 
dan Church, Semla, Ala.; February 17-22— 
First Baptist Church, Fort Smith, Ark.; Feb- 
ruary 24-29—Los Angeles, Calif. 


William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Penna.: February 4, 11, 18, 
25—First Presbyterian Church, Norristown, 
Penna.; February 5, 12, 19, 26—Bethany 
Temple Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Penna. (2:30 P.M.); February 5, 12, 19, 26— 
Evangelical United Brethren Church, Philadel- 
phia, Penna. (8:00 P.M.) 


Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, 
Penna.: February 5-8—Bible Conferences, 
Manheim, Penna.:; February 17-20—Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Northumberland, Penna.; 
February 26 (afternoon) St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Allentown, Penna. (Ladies’ Auxiliary 
of Muhlenberg College). 


Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: February 5-7—Emmanuel Baptist 
Church, Baton Rouge, La. 


William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, Philadelphia: February 1—Francis 
Childs Methodist Church, Collingswood, N. J.; 
February 2—Youth for Christ, Baltimore, Md.; 
february 8-9—Founder’s Week, Moody Bible 
Institute, Chicago, Ill.; February 16—Youth 
for Christ, Washington, D. C.; February 17 
to 22, 24—First Baptist Church, Woodbury, 
N. J. 


“Objectalks” 2, Dish Bible 
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A NEW EDITION OF A BOOK THAT HAS 





e Facts 

¢ Figures 

© Benefits 
of the 


Puts right in your hand complete information on (1) 
che generous rate of return (which is larger than average); (2) how 


you will be assured of a regular, non-fluctuating income for the rest 
of your life; (3) the way that your Moody annuities are securely 
protected by an ample reserve fund and the total resources of the 
Institute; and (4) how you can provide an income for your loved 


ones and friends. 


In addition, you learn how your annuity dollars are used to train 
young people for fruitful Christian service, as well as for the 
world-wide distribution of gospel literature, evangelistic meet- 
ings, science films and daily gospel broadcasts. 


See how you, like thousands of others, can 
have these material and spiritual dividends. 
; * 


Mail the coupon today for your free copy 
of the booklet, “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS.” 










Salle Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Dept. ETI! 


~ [] Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story of the 
Moody annuity plan. 


(1 am interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. 
Please send me folder, “Where There's a Will.” . 
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SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED 


Something has happened that 
makes it doubly urgent that you 
who know how to pray should pray 
for us. Something has happened 
which may make us an especial 
target for Satan’s darts. 


Without any suggestion from us 
or instigation on our part, Time 
magazine got in touch with us, one 
of the editors of that magazine hav- 
ing seen Erernitry’s account of the 
beginning of Portable Church Serv- 
ices, and gave us a long and flatter- 
ing write-up in their paper with its 
world-wide circulation. This puts us 
in a place of spiritual danger which 
causes us to bow very low before the 
Lord. He it is who has said, ‘‘If ye 
were of the world, the world would 
love his own; but because ye are not 
of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you’’ (John 15:19). He also 
said, ‘‘Woe unto you, when all men 
shall speak well of you’’ (Lk. 6:26). 
We are comforted, perhaps, by 
knowing that the ecclesiastical world 
does not think well of us because 
we seek to stand so closely to Christ, 
and their hatred will probably be 
the more intense, though perhaps 
more refined, because there has come 
a measure of recognition from a 
purely worldly source. 


There are, of course, some godly 


men on the staff of Time. The Lord 
has not left Himself without a wit- 
ness, and there is some salt in every 
stratum of the earth. We know, of 
course, that the world has been 
aware of our existence during these 
past years, but in a different way. 
Paul once wrote that he was ‘‘un- 
known and yet well known’’ (2 Cor. 
6:9), and we have frequently 
thought that this was our position 
in the world. We tremble, therefore, 
when, suddenly we are no longer 
unknown to the world. We ‘ask the 
Lord in a special wav to cleanse us 
and keep us close to Himself. recog- 
nizing that ‘‘it is not by might, nor 
by power, but by Mv Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts’’ (Zech. 4:6). 


The principle which must ever 
animate the child of faith is a walk 
in the Holy Spirit. ‘‘Though we 
walk in the flesh, we do not war 
after the flesh; for the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds’’ (2 Cor. 
10:3, 4). Brethren, pray for us. Pray 
much for us. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the 
ministry of Eternity and The Bible ‘Study Hour to His everlasting glory. 
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FIRST TEN 


INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR 


HERE RECENTLY came to my desk a volume pub- 
lished in England by The Society for Irish 
Church Missions, that is one of the most extra- 
ordinary books ever to come to my notice, The One 
Hundred Texts. 
I say without question that every minister should 
have this book. It is a positive must for ministers 
and for Christian workers in our country. 


In the middle of the last century The Society for 
Irish Church Missions selected a list of one hun- 
dred Bible texts. These texts began to be developed 
in pamphlet form. At first there were ten texts, 
then a second series of ten and so on through ten 
tens. Around these texts grew a great deal of mate- 
rial an example of which is published herewith 
and a list of catechetical questions covering every 
phase of the Protestant controversy. 


The volume is so complete that it has well been 
described as a “manual of theology”. The One 
Hundred Texts were arranged in pamphlet form 
as early as 1857. Within 20 years several different 
ministers had found the work so valuable that they 
published small pamphlet commentaries on the 


100 texts. Little by little these were brought 


together to make a more important volume. Several 


ST. JOHN Ill. 16 


For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotton Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 


life. 


TEXT 4 


the matter of the working of the 





of these were gathered together by Henry Cheet- 
ham, Bishop of Sierra Leone, the second edition of 
which carries the date of 1881. This has long been 
out of print. Other books on the texts were pub- 
lished toward the end of the century with the 
latest edition in 1904. Finally, the venerable Arch- 
deacon T. C. Hammond, of Trinity College, Dublin, 
brought out a handbook on the texts. So revised 
and enlarged that it is a work by itself. This 
volume appeared in England just at the beginning 
of World War II, and on account of the war 
escaped my notice. A new fully revised, third edi- 
tion, with complete indexes has now come from the 
press. The volume has 560 pages and rather than 
speak any further of the method of treatment, I 
prefer to present the entire commentary on one of 
the texts. What you are about to read, therefore, 
is one per cent of the whole volume. The other 
ninety-nine texts are treated in the same complete 
way. This book, The One Hundred Texts, may be 
obtained from ETERNITY Book Service ($3.00). 
The first ten texts are Romans 3:23; John 14:6; 
Matthew 11:28-30; John 3:16; John 1:7; 1 Tim- 
othy 2:5, 6; Luke 11:13; John 5:39; Mark 10:13, 
14; Matthew 4:10. 

I have chosen for publication here John 3:16. 
This is the fourth text of the first ten. 


tae 


What is the attitude of God to 
this earth? 
He loves it. 


8. What is meant by saying ‘‘God 
loved the world’’? 
That God looks with merey and 
kindness on all whom He has 


1. The Revelation of God’s Love 
sf 


Why does the text begin with 
the word ‘‘for’’? 

To direct our attention to what 
goes before. 


What statement goes before this 
text ? 

The statement that the Son of 
Man would be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish but have ever- 
lasting life. 

With what object did our Lord 


introduce these words? 
With the object of explaining 
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or 


Holy Spirit in the new birth. 


What are we to learn from this 
fact ? 

That the blessing of the new 
birth comes to us because of the 
work-of our Lord Jesus Christ 
for us. 


How does the text connect the 
work of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with God the Father? 

It tells us it was undertaken be- 
cause God loved the ‘world. 


What is meant by ‘‘the world’’? 
The inhabited earth, all the race 
of men. 


BLESSED IS THE DAY WHOSE MORNING IS SANCTIFIED 





created. 


What lesson does this teach us? 
That it is a great mistake to 
dread God or look upon Him as 
a vengeful Being. 


What confidence have we in be- 
lieving this great message of 
God’s love. 

It has been brought to us by 
God’s own Son, who knew what 
was in God. 


. The Gift of God’s Love 
11. 


What proof did God give the 
world of His great love? 
He gave His only begotten Son. 









12. How does that show the nature 
of God’s love? 
By teaching us that God did not 
spare His best gift, when pur- 
posing to save the world. 

13. How does the text draw special 
attention to that fact? 
By introducing the little word 
ce so.’ 

14. To what does the word ‘‘so’’ 
draw special attention ? 
To the manner of God’s love, 
the depth and character of it. 

15. How is our Lord Jesus Christ 
described in the text? 
As God’s only begotten Son. 

16. How is the word ‘‘only-begot- 
ten’’ used in the New Testa- 
ment? 
It is always used to describe an 
only child (Lk. 7:12; 8:42; 
9 ‘38; Heb. 11:17). (The word 


«only-begotten” appears in 
English of these texts only in 
Heb. 11:17.) 


1%. What does this teach us about 
our Lord Jesus Christ? 

That He is in a very special 
sense the Son of God. 

18. What is the special character 
that makes our Lord Jesus 
Christ the only begotten Son of 
God ? 

The fact that He is truly one 
with God the Father and equally 
divine. 

19. Why is it necessary for us al- 
ways to remember this great fact 
when speaking of God’s love? 
Because it is only when we re- 
member that our Lord is truly 
God that we can understand 
fully God’s great love in giving 
His own Son. 

20. What does the fact that it was 
necessary for God to give His 
only Son teach us? 

That none but God could save 
the world. 


lll. The Object of the Gift 


21. What does the text teach us is 
the object of God’s great gift? 
To save whosoever believeth 
from perishing. 

22. What does this teach us about 
the state of the world? 
That the world is in a lost state. 

23. What text had we before that 
tells us this also? 
Romans 3 :23. (T. I.—1.) 

24. What is meant by the word 
‘‘perish’’? 
It means to be destroyed or 
brought to nothing. 

25. What is it that causes the world 


to perish? 





The fact that sin cuts off from 
the life of God. 

26. How do we escape this danger 
of perishing ? 
By believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

27. What does this teach us about 
God’s great love? 
That its object is accomplished 
in those who believe. 

28. What is meant by ‘‘believeth’’? 
Place our reliance in. 

29. How does the text show that the 
blessing is for all who believe? 
By putting in the word ‘‘who- 
soever.’ 

30. What does the word ““whoso- 
ever’’ mean? 
You or I, or anybody else. 

31. What blessing results from be- 
lieving ? 
We get everlasting life. 

32. What is meant by ‘‘everlasting 
life’’? 
Life for ever in the presence of 
God, enjoying everything that 
makes existence worth having. 

33. When do we get everlasting 
life? 
When we believe. 

34. What is the final blessing in this 
everlasting life? 
The resurrection of our bodies 
when we are completely re- 
deemed and made fit to live with 
God for all eternity. 


IV. Error Condemned 


35. What condition does the text 
lay down for obtaining everlast- 
ing life? 

Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


‘36. How does it show that this is the 


only condition ? 

It states distinctly that ‘‘whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life.’’ 

37. What condition does the Church 
of Rome add to that in the text? 
The necessity of being united to 
the Sovereign Pontiff. 

38. Who is the Sovereign Pontiff? 
The Bishop of Rome for the time 
being, called the Pope. 

39. Where do we find the condition 
laid down? 

In the Bull, ‘‘Unam Sanctam’”’ 
(See p. 8.) 

40. What is meant by a Bull? 

A decree issued by the Pope and 
claimed to be binding on Chris- 
tians. 

41. What does the Bull, ‘‘Unam 
Sanctam,’’ say? 

‘We declare, affirm, define, and 
pronounce it to be necessary to 





salvation for every human 
creature to be subject to the 
Roman Pontiff.’’ 

42. How is this teaching put in the 
ordinary catechism of the 
Church of Rome? 

Usually in the statement that 
outside the Church there is no 
salvation. 

43. In what sense is this true? 

In the sense that the Church 
consists only of believers in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

44. What does‘ the Roman Cate- 
chism mean by the Church? 
The Church of Rome. 

45. How do we show that this teach- 
ing is false? 

By pointing out that ‘‘God so 
loved the world.’’ 


NOTES ON ST. JOHN III. 16. 


The problem of the discourses in 
John’s Gospel has occasioned a good 
deal of controversy. Have we here 
a report of the sayings of our Lord, 
or have we a controversial redress- 
ing of such a character as to pre- 
clude us from asserting that our 
Lord ever uttered the sublime 
messages in the Gospel according to 
John? The matter cannot be dis- 
missed lightly. The following char- 
acteristics are noticeable: (a) The 
habit of repetition of set phrases is 
displayed alike in the narrative 
portion and the portions which con- 
tain speeches or sayings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; (b) the style of our 
Lord’s discourses, it is claimed, is 
markedly dissimilar from the style 
of the Synoptists and similar to the 
narrative portions in the Gospel and 
to the other writings of St. John; 
(c) the speeches are controversial 
rather than’ didactic; (d) the 
thought is advanced and technical, 
embodying great ideas directly 
which are only gathered inferentially 
from the simpler teaching contained 
in the synoptic records. 

On the other hand it is to be 
noticed: (a) That the habit of repe- 
tition indicates a style which could 
be common to more than one writer 
and appears elsewhere in the Lord’s 
utterances, e.g. Matthew 11:27-30; 
12 :38-44; 16 :26-27 ; 25 :31-46. Deiss- 
mann, Light from the Ancient East, 
may be consulted on this point with 
profit. (b) There are similarities 
between John and the Synoptists: 
145 words are peculiar to our Lord’s 
discourses in St. John of which 38 
are found in the Synoptists (Dr. 
Reynold’s Intro. to St. John, Pulpit 

(Continued on page 41) 
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+ 4 Window on the World 


GOD AND MAN AT YALE 

A recent book on religion in the modern col- 
lege has caused quite a flurry in literary and 
university circles. The book, God and Man at 
Yale, has been written by William F. Buckley, 
Jr., who was graduated from Yale in the class 
of 1951. The book is a diatribe against Yale, 
accusing it of being atheistic and communistic. 
Its theology and economics, he holds, are totally 
anti-Christian and un-American. Sober reviews 
of the book, written by Yale graduates of promi- 
nence are debunking the book and showing its 
bias. 

Mr. Buckley is a vehement Roman Catholic, 
though the fact is not intimated in the book. One 
reviewer, in the Atlantic, points this fact out 
and questions the facts, the interpretation, and 
even the honesty of the viewpoint of the author. 
It would seem that anyone interested in religious 
life in colleges can skip this book as being a 
momentary flurry, destined to pass into immedi- 
ate oblivion. 


TEEN-AGE ADDICTS : 

In spite of all the publicity and increased ef- 
forts to stamp out the narcotics sales to teen- 
agers, authorities in New York have announced 
that there were 340 patients of this age group 
admitted to the two hospitals in our largest city 
during the first nine and a half months of 1951 
over against only 54 admitted in the similar 
period during the previous year. 


BIBLE WEEK 

The Catholic Biblical Association, in coopera- 
tion with the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine, has announced that February 10-16, 1952 
shall be known as Bible Week in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Seven Catholic publishing 
firms have issued posters, sermon outlines for 
parish priests, and a packet of other materials 
has been pizpared to help make the Bible Week 
effective in every Catholic parish. 

This is an amazing reversal of Catholic pro- 
cedure in the past. If we attempt to assess the 
reasons for this change it will be difficult, but it 
may be wondered if the great amount of Bible 
preaching on the radio throughout the last gen- 
eration has- not been a factor. It goes without 
saying that when a Catholic layman reads the 
Bible he is expected to take the church’s point 
of viéw. The editions ‘which exist, good as they 
are, are frequently loaded with notes which twist 
the clear meaning of the Word. But the Word is 
going to be in several million Catholic homes, and 
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Christians who are’ alert to their opportunities 
will be able to do a great deal of missionary work 
with their neighbors. 

If you have a Catholic neighbor, bring to his 
attention that his church has scheduled Bible 
Week. Urge him to purchase the Confraternity 
edition of the New Testament, and the same 
edition of the Psalms. Do not yet try to get him 
to purchase a whole Bible. The editions of the 
Old Testament which Rome has issued, with the 
exception of the Psalms, are not true.to the 
Hebrew, and the Catholics will have enough to 
do to digest the New Testament at the start. 
Point out to your neighbors that the great verses 
are the same in all translations. What is the 
difference between our translation of John 3:16 
and that of the Confraternity which says, ‘‘For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that those who believe in Him may 
not .perish, but may have life everlasting?’’ 
Romans 4:5 is, ‘‘Now to him who works, the 
reward is not credited as a favor, but as some- 
thing due. But to him who does not work, but 
believes in Him who justifies the impious, his 
faith is credited to him as justice.’’ 


The footnote to 1 Corinthians 11 :20-22 flatly 
states that it was the custom among the early 
Christians to eat a meal before taking com- 
munion. You can ask them why the church 
abolished this custom and brought in the modern 
one that food may not be eaten before the mass. 
The answer-is, of course, that in the Middle Ages 
the idea of transubstantiation came into vogue 
and the traditions were distorted to fit the fash- 
ion. The editors have discreetly left Matthew 
12 :46-50 without any note at all. You can show 
your Catholic friends that Mary had other 
children, and that the Lord said that a simple 
believer was as important to Him as was the 
Virgin Mary. . 

Do everything you can to help along Catholic 
Bible Week. Fifty radio stations will carry 
special programs in connection with the move- 
ment. It is interesting to note, from a spiritual 
point of view, that God can make the wrath of 
men to praise Him. In a nation where the mod- 
ernistic Protestants have largely abandoned the’ 
Bible, and where so many fundamentalists have 
degenerated into an unthinking acceptance of 
traditions which are totally unbiblical, God seems 
to be giving the Bible back to Rome. 

May this not be one more indication of the 
fact that. the angels are gathering the children 


(Continued on page 31) 








ALLEN GARDINER: 





Pioneer Missionary to Tierra del Fuego 


By A. W. GOODWIN HUDSON 


One after another Allen Gardiner 
and his six companions died in the 
bitter Antarctic winter of 1851. 
Among the last words he wrote were 
these : ‘‘I trust that poor Fuego and 
South America may not be aban- 
doned.’’ 


The Diary from which we haye 
quoted, with other journals, is pre- 
served in the offices of the South 
American Missionary Society which 
Gardiner founded-in 1844. He did 
not live to see the marvelous harvest 
which was to be reaped as a result 
of his work, but died. on the sea- 
shore by his upturned boat after a 
life of complete obedience to his 
Saviour’s command. Higher than 
prudence is love, the love that is 
**not disobedient,’’ but sees the will 
of God and does it. 


This tragedy, so far from deter- 
ring the friends at home, stirred 
fresh enthusiasm. A missionary 
vessel, over ten times the size of 
Gardiner’s poor little boat, was 
specially built and named the 
‘* Allen Gardiner,’’ and on the 24th 
of October 1854 it set sail with 
abundant stores of every kind. In 
accordance with a plan sketched 
out by Gardiner just before his 
death, they founded a station on 
Keppel Island. All did not - go 
smoothly, although the South 
American Mission became rooted 
and established. Eight missionaries 
were massacred on Woollya, a large 
island. Three hundred Indians had 
come in some seventy war canoes 
and murdered all but Coles, the 
cook, who had been. left in charge 
of the ‘‘Allen Gardiner.’’ But the 
work and support at home gradu- 
ally increased. 


The “‘Allen Gardiner’’ made sev- 
eral voyages, and in a fresh mis- 





@ This is the conclusion 
> of an article which began 
in the January issue. 


sionary party in August 1862, the 
Rev. Waite-Hockin Stirling was 
their leader. His doctors had 
warned him he had probably only 
three years to live, to which he re- 
plied, he would live them where they 
would be most used of God. For 
thirty-eight years he labored in 
South America, years in which the 
whole continent opened up to the 
preaching of the Gospel of Christ. 
He eventually went to live in a 
lonely hut for seven months, quite 
near to Spaniard Harbour, where 
Gardiner and his friends had per- 
ished, and not far from Woollya, 
scene of ‘the massacre of mission- 
aries which had then recently taken 
place. ‘‘As I pace up and down at 
evening before my hut, I fancy 
myself a Sentinel, God’s Sentinel I 
trust, stationed at the southernmost 
outpost of His great army. A dim 
touch of Heaven surprised the heart 
with joy and I forget my loneliness 
in being allowed to stand here in 
Christ’s Name.’’ He was summoned 
to England to be consecrated first 
Bishop of the Falkland Islands, 
with almost all South America for 
his Diocese. This man of God re- 
signed the Bishopric in 1900, re- 
turning to Bath & Wells as: Assist- 
ant Bishop, and passing on to 
Higher Service in 1923 at the age 
of 95 years. 


Thank God for the many men and 
women who have given us not a 
scientific record of savage natives, 
but the moving story of the power 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
change and convert the most de- 
graded. No story can convey the 
change that took place among these 





OUR WORTH TO GOD IN PUBLIC IS WHAT WE ARE IN PRIVATE 


inhabitants of the Land of Fire, 
whose desolate shores had been the 
terror of sea-going vessels, where no 
merey was shown to shipwrecked 
mariners. Here is a testimony to 
that change which must have been 
appreciated by those who owed 
their lives to this fact: 


*‘An American ship, the ‘‘ Dread- 
nought,’’ was lost off Cape Penas 
to the northeast of Tierra del Fuego. 
The crew of 24 were thus cast away 
on a shore where, through the well- 
known cruelty of the natives, to be 
cast away was death. Yet, to their 
surprise and great joy, the Indians 
treated them well, not offering 
them the slightest violence. At the 
end of seventeen days they were 
rescued by a Norwegian barque... . 
The point to be ascertained is 
whether the novel fact of the kind 
treatment of the Fuegians of a 
ship-wrecked crew may, in this in- 
stance, reasonably be traced to the 
restraining influence from the mis- 
sion station. A comparison of dates 
will throw some light upon this 
question. The ‘‘Dreadnought’’ was 
lost on the 4th of July 1869. Mr. 
Stirling had been living among the 
natives at Ooshooia in the first 
seven months of 1869, as a Christian 
teacher, when this calamity oc- 
curred. The natives, who are not in 
any large numbers a settled com- 
munity, were all the time coming 
and going to and from Ooshooia, as 
the great point of attraction. There 
is, therefore, presumptive evidence 
that one of the results of the good 
work at Ooshooia had extended to 
Cape Penas, and was shown in the 
preservation of a crew from miser- 
able death.’’ 


Quite as remarkable also iS the 
story of the ‘‘San Jose,’’ an Italian 
exploring vessel which, on meeting 
with a terrific gale, was ordered by 


















the captain to run ashore. What 
fate awaited them they did not 
know, and the whole party of 
twenty-two shivered in the snow 
till daylight came. They were 
eleven days on shore, and during 
that time were visited by friendly 
natives; and finally, the ‘‘Allen 
Gardiner’’ came to their rescue, and 
brought them safely away. So 
pleased were these rescued Italians 
with the great kindness shown to 
them that, at the meeting of the 
South American Missionary Society 
in 1883, a gold medal, specially 
struck to commemorate the occasion 
of their deliverance, was presented 
by Captain Bove of the Italian 
Royal Navy. ‘‘The Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs’ of His 
Majesty the King of Italy, wishing 
to testify the gratitude of the 
Italian Government for the gener- 
ous action performed by the English 
missionaries in saving from irrep- 
arable disaster the Lieutenant of 
the Royal Navy, James Bove and 
his companions, wrecked last year 
in the channels of Tierra del Fuego; 
according to the order of His Maj- 
esty the King, said: ‘It is deter- 
mined that a gold medal be pre- 


sented to the English Society of 
the South American Mission, with 
the inscription ‘‘Religion has 
brought safety to the mariners res- 
cued from a watery grave’’.’’’ 

Mrs. Burleigh and her husband 
were the first missionaries to live on’ 
the mainland. Her tenderness helped 
to win the confidence of the fright- 
ened women, and they touched and 
admired her silky brown hair in 
such’ contrast to their own filthy 
matted heads. It was the love of 
God, not a scientific experiment, 
which helped her to wash the first 
head, and brush it till it, too, shone 
like her own. This miracle of trans- 
formation as it appeared to the 
women, did much. to win them, and 
for some time the one and only 
brush was hung outside the hut on a 
piece of string for communal use. 

And when Mrs. Burleigh’s hus- 
band was so tragically drowned off- 
shore by the upsetting of his boat 
in a storm, it was the love of God 
in changed hearts that caused those 
Indian women to rush into the 
foaming surf in the hope of saving 
him, only to be thrown back again 
and again by the waves. 

On one of Bishop Stirling’s visits 


he was met on the jetty by a group 
of thirty children, clean, tidy, and 
well-cared-for, in frocks made by ' 
themselves, with their. smooth black 
hair tied with red braid. They © 
greeted him with a hymn of wel- 
come. The Bishop had not been long 
at the Mission before he confided 
that he was concerned about five 
young men from Keppel Island who 
had come with him. They wanted to 
find Christian wives. Curiously 
enough Mrs. Burleigh had also been 
anxious for five of her elder girls, 
and so it was agreed that on the 
Sunday afternoon the five young 
men should come to the home. Mrs. 
Burleigh prepared the girls with 
great tact, and when the five boys 
arrived she was most impressed by 
their polite and straight-forward 
answers to all her questions. The 
boys were introduced and then left 
together with the girls in the large 
day room. At first the girls were shy 
and wanted to run away and hide, 
but they were told to knock on her 
door if she were wanted. The 
Bishop and Mrs. Burleigh were 
much amused and waited for the 
knock. They thought they heard a 
(Continued on page 47) 





The fjords of Tierra del Fuego are much like Norway’s. This is Fjord Agostim, 
closed in by Mounts Sella, Aosta, Girodana, and Biella. The mountains rise 
straight out of the water to a height of 8,000 feet. 
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EDITORIALS 


The Irreducible Minimum 


Blind Leaders of the Blind 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 

I have had several inquiries from 
thoughtful Christians concerning 
the financial drives that are being 
made in some of the large denomina- 
tions to obtain capital sums for the 
theological seminaries. The Biblical 
authority for having a training 
school for Christian workers is to be 
found in 2 Timothy 2:2, ‘‘ And the 
things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same 
commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.”’ 


Our financial participation in the 
work of such schools will depend 
upon our faithfulness to the Word 
of God, and upon the faithfulness of 
the schools to God. The question 
that you must ask of any work that 
comes to you for money will center 
in the faithfulness of that work to 
the Word of God. If someone comes 
to me and asks me to raise some 
money for the Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, for example, I can con- 
scientiously do so, because I know 
that the school stands for the whole 
counsel of God. If someone comes 
and asks me for money for the 
Fuller Theological Seminary, for 
example, I can conscientiously give 
because I know that the school 
stands for the Word of God. There 
are other schools on various intellec- 
tual levels that fill these conditions. 


But it is indubitably true that 
there are schools which do not stand 
for the Word of God. There are 
theological seminaries which do not 
hold to the Word of God. The 
Presbytery of Pittsburgh, in my 
own denomination, recently ordained 
a young seminary graduate who 
stated that Mark and Luke were the 
only portions of the New Testament 
that he could credit. As far as I am 
eoncerned I will not only withhold 
money from an institution that 
teaches such things, but I will raise 
money to fight the influence of such 
an institution. 
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The Twofold Gospel 
A Warning Word 


Before any believer can conscien- 
iously give money to a school that 
is training Christian workers, he 
must be assured that every member 
on the faculty both believes and 
teaches that Jesus Christ eternally 
existed as the second person of the 
Godhead, that He came into this 
world without a human father, and 
thus was not of the sinful nature of 
Adam. It must be both believed and 
taught that Jesus Christ went to 
the cross and died as the vicarious, 


‘ substitutionary sacrifice for the sins 


of believers, and that He rose from 
the dead in the same body in which 
He died—a literal, material, bodily 
resurrection. This is an irreducible 
minimum. I myself would not give 
money to a school that did not 
believe and teach even more than 
this: namely, the absolute inspira- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, the fact 
of the miracles, the visible and per- 
sonal return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in glory to complete the work 
of redemption and to establish His 
reign over the universe. 


There are schools that teach these 
truths—schools on various intellec- 
tual levels for varying needs of 
students. If you give so much as a 
plugged penny to a school that does 
not hold to the irreducible minimum, 
you aust consider vourself as a 
traitor to the cause of Christ. Have 
the backbone that comes from the 
presence of the Com-fortifier, and 
refuse to be drawn along in any 
mass-contribution drive that is made 
in behalf of causes which are de- 
signed to draw money from born- 
again Christians for use against 
basie Christianity. 


MISFITS 
I could hardly believe my eyes, 
but there it was written down 
plainly at the end of the note. I was 
preaching in a certain city and had 
a question period. The following 
note was sent to the platform. All 
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of it made sense but the last sen- 


tence. ‘‘Dear Dr. Barnhouse,’’ the 
note began. ‘‘Mine is a miserable 
soul with no peace of mind or of 
body. I have sinned, and willfully : 
not in the pleasures of this world, 
no; but maybe in being unmerciful 
and making -a God of myself in 
trying to be: pretty. Folk tell me I 
am, but it is fading now, and it is 
difficult to be good looking any more. 
I don’t care as I used to, since I am 
now in middle age, and_all I long 
for is peace of soul and mind. To 
feel God near to me is my whole 
desire. I have been very defiant of 
my Saviour, and the sickness He 
had brought in our home. I was de- 
fiant I know . . . Please tell me what 
to do? Have I committed the’ un- 
pardonable sin? Pray for me. I am 
so miserable. The Lord seems so far 
away I can’t pray. What can I do? 
He won’t answer me. I seem to be 
praying to nothing. There is no God 
there when I try to pray ... Would 
you suggest that I get into the work 
of the Lord?’’ 


The last sentence almost stunned 
me. I told the woman, of course, 
that she had not committed the un- 
pardonable sin, for she would have 
been of hardened conscience and 
totally unworried if she had. Spir- 
itual concern comes from the Holy 
Spirit. There are thousands of 
people, church members too, who 
could write, truly, all that was 
written in the first part of this note. 
But then that last, incredible sen- 
tence. 


I remembered that a sociologist 
once said that many young people 
signed up for courses in social wel- 
fare because they had so many 
problems of their own that they 
thought they might help themselves 
if they spent their time helping 
others. It is as though a drowning 
man should begin to call out in- 
structions for swimming. Unfor- 
tunately there are people like this 
who get into Christian work. There 
are many of them who teach Sunday 
School classes, and some of them get 
to the mission field. 


The only thing that such a person 
as this can do is to get down before 
God and confess to the totality of the 
sinfulness of the past and the re- 
bellion of the present and surrender 
it all'to the Lord. Then there must 
be the moment by moment confi- 
dence, and the daily feeding upon 
the Word. If the Lord seems far 
away, it is because there is not the 
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close walk with Him and the con- 
stant feeding upon Him in the 
Word. 

To this one, and ail like her: Go 
to the Lord and ery out, with the 
Book open in front of you, ‘‘ Here 
are Thy promises; here is my empty 
soul. I come to. Thy grace. Meet my 
need.’’ Stay before Him with the 
attitude of Job, who said, ‘‘Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust Him”’ 
(Job 13:15). He will make Himself 


known. 


SPIRIT OF CHRIST 

Many people have a totally errone- 
ous idea of what is the true Spirit 
of Christ. Their concept is warped 
because they have taken only half 
of His nature and have abandoned 
the other half. We were reminded 
foreibly of this in a friend’s home 
recently when we were shown the 
obituary of which we wrote before. 
We turned the clipping over and on 
the other side read an editorial en- 
titled ‘‘The Spirit of Christ.’’ The 
newspaper, as I have said, was 
called the Octographic Review, 
which probably indicates that it was 
a weekly, and the date was Septem- 
ber 15, 1887. The paper was cut for 
the obituary, and the reverse is not 
completed, but what there is is a 
remarkable testimony of life in Ohio 
in 1887, and is a remarkable witness 
of the reasons for the decay of the 
churches into modernistiec liberalism. 


We read: ‘‘ We have observed that 
the references to Christ both in the 
pulpit and through the press, are to 
the ‘compassionate Jesus,’ the ‘lov- 
ing heart of the Saviour,’ the ‘gen- 
tleness of the Great Nazarene,’ etc., 
etc. But if we have seen a reference 
to Christ as the Judge, the creator of 
vengeance, the swift witness against 
all evil and all sin, within the last 
decade, we do not remember it. 


‘‘The Gospel is twofold, or, if you 
prefer, the office of Christ is com- 
plete in its power, both to save and 
to destroy. The notes of redeeming 
love are intended to win all men to 
gratitude and thanksgiving to God; 
but the fearful denunciations of sin 
are to arouse the energies of an in- 
dolent world. The withering, blight- 
ing seorn of Christ, leveled against 
all iniquity, is just as essential to 
the revelation of His divine char- 
acter as are the broad accents of 
redeeming mercy which float out 
upon every wind to the ends of the 
earth calling men to repentance and 
to life. 
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'‘*The pulpit of today is somewhat 
sack in its denunciation of sin. And 
especially in this, that this denuncia- 
tion is not made to be a part of the 
chureh’s mission. All sin, all wrong 
doing, all pride and corruption 
should be rebuked in the Spirit, and 
by the authority of Christ. 


‘**To the poor and the helpless, the 
broken in spirit, the Saviour is 
compassionate ; but to the proud and 
them that practice iniquity, who 
oppress the poor, or take advantage 
of the law to inflict distress upon 
their fellow men, He is the executor 
of the demands of justice. The 
foundations of His throne are laid 
in righteousness: and no man is 
authorized to apologize for the 
wicked and idolators in His name.”’ 


At that point the. scissors have cut 
through the editorial, but there is 
enough from that day, two-thirds of 
a century ago, to bring us up 
sharply. The seeds of unbelief were 
already sprouting; men weré trim- 
ming down the Gospel. But there 
was a faithful witness willing to 
stand for the whole truth and spread 
it abroad in the face of a lost world 
and a lukewarm church. May we be 
doing that same work in our day. 


TURTLE CREEK 


A recent incident in Turtle Creek, 
a suburb of Pittsburgh, Pa., can well 
show Protestants the importance of 
quick, active resistance to Roman 
Catholic advances. The local priest 
brought an accusation against a 
young high school teacher of civics 
on the grounds that he had uttered 
bigoted statements to his class, criti- 
eizing the Roman Catholic Church. 
An announcement was made that he 
would be suspended pending investi- 
gation, and that evening ihe town 





What is the proper 
relationship between 
the Bible and Science? 


READ “Science and the Bible,” 
a study by Dr. Francis Rue Steele, 
Assistant Professor of Assyriology 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
and Assistant Curator at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania Museum. 
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hall was overrun with a group of 
Catholies rounded up by the loeal 
priest, demanding the ° immediate: 
discharge of the teacher. The press 
reported that -the meeting was held: 
in an atmosphere of jeering, cat- 
calls, and booing. 


There were few Protestants pres- 
ent, but they included the leaders 
of the local ministerial union. They 
secured the legal rights of the young 
man and his suspension was revoked, 
2s the law allows him to teach dur- 
ing the period of investigation. It 
can readily be seen that suspension 
on suspicion would be a breach of 
civil rights. 


I was preaching two nights each 
week in the neighborhood, and ad- 
vised with one of the leaders of the 
Protestant forees in Turtle Creek. 
The evidence against the young 
man, it was admitted by all, was the 
accusation of a few teen-age Catho- 
lies who had not liked the way the 
teacher had answered a question 
that had been brought up in class. 
That was all. They had distorted and 
magnified his remarks beyond all 
semblance to truth. I advised imme- 
diate telegrams to the Protestants 
znd Other Americans United against 
Roman Catholic encroachments, and 
also to the American Civil Liberties 
Union. The latter organization has 
frequently been accused of being 
pro-communist, and they have re- 
plied that the charge was false and 
that they were merely acting in pro- 
tection of civil liberties. Here was 
an opportunity for them to use their 
force in a ease that did not involve 
communism. 


The local press carried the an- 
rouncements of Protestant action. 
The Romanists saw that they were 
in for a fight on a large seale, and 
that they would prebably be soundly 
beaten. A few days later the local 
priest withdrew his charges, saying 
that there was probably some reason 
to believe that the students had 
misunderstood or misinterpreted the 
remarks that had been made. The 
case was dropped. 


Protestants must be on the alert 
for every Roman Catholic encroach- 
ment in even the smallest, matter. If 
there is any question, write the offi- 
ces of P.O.A.U., 1633 Massachusetts 
Ave., Washington, D. C., and out- 
line the case to them. They will 
advise what procedure is to be fol- 
lowed, and if necessary can come in 
with legal talent and experienced 
leadership. 
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The ENDURING SPIRIT 


VERSE FOUR. 
Love is long-tempered and kind. 


The acid tests of Christian char- 
acter, which fill the next five verses, 
begin appropriately with two of the 
outstanding qualities of Christ. An 
enduring spirit is a difficult virtue 
to grow in this exasperating world. 
Romans 2:4, uses the noun, and 
speaks significantly, of ‘‘the riches 
of Christ’s long-suffering,’’ and in 
such an age a man can possess few 
treasures more precious than a spirit 
of endurance toward his fellowmen. 
That, precisely, is what the word 
means. Another word, usually trans- 
lated ‘‘patience,’’ expresses the 
spirit of endurance under the blows 
of circumstance. 


Three contexts illustrative of the 
text are worth a glance. Note, first, 
1 Thessalonians 5:14, where the 
meaning explained above is clearly 
shown. ‘‘Be long-tempered,’’ the 
verse concludes, ‘‘to all men.’’ Then 
see the parable in Matthew 18: ‘‘Be 
long-tempered,’’ the debtors beg 
(verses 26 and 29), ‘‘and I will 
pay thee all.’’ Finally, there is a 
rich word in 2 Peter 3:9: ‘‘The 
Lord is long-tempered,’’ says the 
verse, ‘‘not willing that any should 
perish.’’ 


Long-temper is a passive quality. 
It is the self-control of inaction be- 
fore evil offered and imposed. The 
second half of the verse, in Paul’s 
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consistent manner, balances and cor- 
rects what goes before. ‘‘Love,’’ it 
says, ‘‘is kind’’—in active good. 
The verb Paul uses here is not com- 
mon, but the adjective from which 
it is formed is very common indeed. 
It is chrestos, a word which differs 
in only one letter from the name 
‘*Christos,’’ the Greek for ‘‘Mes- 
siah.’’ The Roman historian, Sueto- 
nius, in making the first reference to 
the Christians in Latin literature, 
confuses the two words, referring to 
Jesus, as ‘‘one Chrestos.’’ The error 
was no violation of truth. Pre- 
eminently ‘‘Christos’’ was chrestos. 
Luke says, ‘‘He is kind (chrestos) 
unto the unthankful and the evil.’’ 
The word is used of Christ’s yoke 
(in Matt. 11:30), and of the Lord 
again in 1 Peter 2:3. ‘‘Trust in the 
Lord,’’ says Psalm 37:3, ‘‘and do 
good.’’ The command sums up the 
attitude suggested by Paul’s verse. 
It involves a self-control based on a 
living faith in over-ruling wisdom 
and perfect love. It is above petty 
resentment and revenge. It is un- 
willing to waste time and spiritual 
energy in recrimination and ‘‘rag- 
ing’’ (see Moffatt, Psa. 37:8). It has 
a positive task—doing good—and 
finds the task allows little time for 
the coddling of wounded feelings 
and the self-assertiveness of sharp 
temper. : 
Such a spirit has all the gravity 
of the typical Roman, and all the 
polish of the typical Greek, all 
the Stoie’s contempt for pain, all 
the calm of the Epicurean, and all 
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the chivalry of the Christian knight. 
It is the first great lesson in Christ- 
likeness, and the one in which the 
children of this passionate age most 
bitterly fail. 


THE DEATH OF PRIDE 


VERSE FOUR (continued) and 
VERSE FIVE. 


Love is not envious, is no brag- 
gart, is not swelled with conceit, is 
not unmannerly. 


The two positive qualities of the 
ideal Christian are followed by four 
negative ones. All four add up to 
absence of pride. Everyone should 
read the sixth chapter of C. S. 
Lewis’ little book called Christian 
Behaviour. It is a penetrating study 
of the ‘‘great sin’’—pride or self- 
conceit. With his usual insight, Paul 
begins the list with envy. 

Pride is essentially competitive. 
““We say,’’ writes Lewis, ‘‘that peo- 
ple are proud of being rich, or clever, 
or good-looking, but they are not. 
They are proud of being richer, or 
cleverer, or better-looking than oth- 
ers.’’ Hence envy. 

It is a fact that the word Paul 
uses of this evil thing can be used 
in a virtuous context. ‘‘I am jealous 
over you with a godly jealousy,”’ 
says Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:2, 
using both verb and noun. In the 
verse which closes the chapter be- 
fore the one we are studying, he 
uses it again when he exhorts, *‘ Cov- 
et earnestly the best gifts.’’ So, too, 
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in 14:1, where, summing up the 
chapter, he says, ‘‘Follow after 
love, be jealous for _ spiritual 
things.’’ 

Vices are perverted virtues. We 
choose the wrong objects for our 
jealousy and our appetites. Lewis’ 
allegory in The Great Divorce con- 
tains much truth. The red lizard 
on the man’s shoulder, which whis- 
pered temptation, was transformed, 
when the angel broke its back, into 
a splendid stallion which bore its 
master full gallop toward the Moun- 
tains of Light. There is an ‘‘envy,”’ 
a ‘‘jealousy,’’ which, set to noble 
ends, ean be creative. 

The word ‘‘zeal’’ is connected 
with the word used in this verse. 
Perverted, the desire for more, 
which is natural to our nature, be- 
comes envy. Purified, it becomes 
Christian zeal. 

And Love does not brag. Pride 
can smuggle itself so effectively into 
the center of the spirit that humans 
can even boast of their freedom 
from envy. ‘‘The real test of being 
in the presence of God,’’ says Lewis 
in the chapter already quoted, ‘‘is 
that you either forget about your- 
self altogether or see yourself as a 
small, dirty object.’’ Appropriately 
enough, therefore, Paul places two 
words about bragging and conceit 
in the very center of his list. The 
cultivation of Christian character 
ean be too self-conscious. Real prog- 
ress in self-control, real achievement 


in kind action, real victory over , 


jealousy, can be immediately can- 
celed out by self-congratulation. The 
true Christian has too much to do to 
find time for self-satisfied intro- 
spection. 

The word Paul uses for conceit is 
quite correctly translated in many 
versions as ‘‘puffed up.’’ It occurs 
in 1 Corinthians 4:6, 19; 5:2; 8:1, 
and should be examined in all three 
contexts. No Greek could read the 
phrase without recollecting Aesop’s 
story of the frog which, in emula- 
tion of the cow, blew itself up, 
with explosive results. The Greek 
fable suggests that conceit is the 
most ridiculous of the vices. It is. 


Love, finally, is not ‘‘unman- 
nerly.’’ The word is subtle, and 
very Greek. It suggests lack of tact 
and delicacy. The Christian man 
is not vulgar, brusque, or over- 
bearing. He is pre-eminently, as 
Livingstone said of Christ, ‘‘a gen- 
tleman.’’ The word conveys all that. 
The attitude it pictures is the fruit 
of complete absence of pride. Hence 
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its proper place at the end of the 
verse. Paul, as we have already re- 
marked, was an admirable psychol- 
ogist. 

The opposite of pride is humility. 
Humanity has done its worst with 
the word. ‘‘ ‘Oh, thank you, Master 
Copperfield,’ he answered, ‘I am 
sure it’s very kind of you to make 
the offer, but I am much too ’umble 
to aecept it.’ ‘What nonsense, 
Uriah!’ ‘Oh, indeed, you must ex- 
cuse me, Master Copperfield. I am 
greatly obliged, and I should like it 
of all things, I assure you, but I am 
far too ’umble. There are people 
enough to tread on me in my lowly 
state without my doing outrage to 
their feelings by possessing learn- 
ing. A person like myself had better 
not aspire. If he is to get on in life, 
he must get on ’umbly, Master Cop- 
perfield.’ ’’ Well, is Uriah Heep the 
true type of humility? 

Let us answer with another quo- 
tation from ©. S. Lewis: ‘‘Don’t 
imagine that, if you meet a really 
humble man he will be what most 
people call ‘humble’ nowadays; he 
won’t be a sort of greasy, smarmy 
person, who’s always telling you 
that, of course, he’s nobody. Prob- 
ably all you’ll think about him is 
that he seemed a cheerful, intelli- 
gent chap, who took a real interest 
in what you said to him. If you do 
dislike him, it will be because you 
feel a little envious of anyone who 
seems to enjoy life so easily. He 
won’t be thinking about humility: 
he won’t be thinking about himself 
at all.’’ 


... AND SELF-ASSERTION 
VERSE FIVE (continued). 


Love is no stickler for her rights, 
is not sharp-tempered. 

The two characteristics here listed 
again add up to absence of pride 
and self-assertiveness. Both repay 
careful examination. Literally the 
first phrase runs, ‘‘does not seek her 
own things.’’ Two important manu- 
seripts slip in a negative, bringing 
the words nearer the common stand- 
ard of human morality. Love, the 
verse would then run, ‘‘does not 
seek that which is not her own.’’ 
That is to be expected of any man. 
The ‘‘way of sovereign excellence’’ 
needs no negative. In the spirit of 
Christ (Phil. 2:6) true Christianity 
does not claim its own. 

Seeking their own, urgent for 
their rights, careless of those of 
others, demanding this and that 
pound of flesh, men have made their 
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world a jungle. A little magnanim- 
ity, a little generosity, some waiv- 
ing of the strict interpretation of 
the law, would go.far to build social 


harmony. Christ insisted on none. 


of His rights. His creation treated 
Him shabbily. ‘‘ He came to His own 


.things,’’ says John, ‘‘and His own 


people received Him not.’’ And ex- 
amine in the same connection 2 Co- 
rinthians 12 :13ff. 

The verb in the second phrase is 
interesting. The word ‘‘paroxysm’’ 
is a noun derived from it. The word 
can be used actively in a good sense. 
In Hebrews 10:34, for instance, it 
is used of inciting, or ‘‘ provoking,’’ 
as the A.V. puts it, to good works. 
The same verb is used in Acts 17 :16, 
of Paul’s spirit being ‘‘stirred 
within him’’ at the spectacle of 
Athenian idolatry. The noun is also 
used of Paul in Acts 15:39, which 
speaks of the quarrel of the apostle 
with Barnabas over Mark. And that 
is the sense of the verb in the verse 
before us. It is a middle verb, a verb 
that is, whose action turns back 
upon the subject. ‘‘Love,’’ it says 
literally, ‘‘does not stir itself up.’’ 

The ideal, as Acts 15:39 suggests, 
was at times missed by the vehement 
Paul. He is painting, in the elo- 
quence of his chapter, a picture not 
of himself but of his Master and 
Lord. He wrote his phrase with emo- 
tion and self-reproach behind his 
pen. Compare Christ before the 
High Priest, and Paul before the 
same dignitary. But what an ideal! 
The sharp edge of tongue and tem- 
per, so ready for battle, returns too 
easily from its swing to slash the 
one who wields it. 

A serene temper, the quiet and 
equal mind, is surely the last fruit 
of the grace of God. The world is 
too much with us. We live in too 
close proximity to our fellows. We 
endure a mass of rules designed to 
regulate the unnatural activities of 
our urban lives. Hence irritations 
the spirit was not designed to bear, 
a burden to be off-set only by the 
grace of God. Love, be it -remem- 
bered, is serene, not irritable. 


GOOD IS POSITIVE ... 


VERSE FIVE (continued) and 
VERSE SIX. 

Love is not mindful of evil, does 
not rejoice because of wrong-doing, 
and shares in the joy of the truth. 

A metaphor from accountancy 
provides the first verb. It is the word 
used (e.g. Rom. 4:6, 8) for the ‘‘im- 
putation’’ of sin or righteousness. 
(Cont.nued on page 41) 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


CARBON 14 


Some fundamental Bible students are about to be 
shaken to the core of their being by a by-product of 
atomic discoveries. A scientific method of determination 
of age has been developed that is already so accurate 
that little doubt can remain as to the finality of the 
published data. We are about to be presented with a 
mass of information as to the dates of past events that 
will be aecepted by seientists as readily as a court of 
law accepts finger-prints. Irrefutable evidence will be 
blazoned to the whole world that men have existed 
in unbroken eivi'ization patterns upon this North 
American continent for at least eleven thousand years, 
and that men existed with the accouterments of civiliza- 
tion probably in excess of thirty thousand years in 
Europe. The knowledge of these discoveries is at 
present confined to a few scientific journals, but it 
will very rapidly spread out through the various ave- 
nues of transmission, and those who would attempt 
to gainsay the facts will be classed with those who 
attempt to hold that the earth is flat. Carbon 14 will 
be the instrument that is going to bring this situation 
to actuality. 

I am going to attempt to simplify certain scientific 
matters so that those who have had little or no scien- 
tifie training will be able to comprehend the drift of 
the present knowledge. I am not writing for technically 
trained scientists, though this present paper has been 
read and corrected by scientists who are eminent in 
their fields and who are accepted by other scientists, 
even by non-Christian scientists, as being authorities 
in their fields. 

In early centuries the philosophers thought that all 
matter was divided into four elements. An early riddle 
which goes back many centuries set this forth: ‘‘ What 
shoemaker makes shoes without leather, with all the 
four elements mixed together: Fire, water, earth and 
air; and every customer has two pair?’’ To satisfy 
curiosity I will give the answer to the riddle, though I 
am concerned only with the illustration of the four 
supposed elements. The shoemaker was the blacksmith 
who made horse-shoes for his four-footed customers, 
using the fire in his forge, the water to temper the 
metal, the iron of earth and the air in the bellows. 
And every horse had two pair! 

We will not discuss the various steps in the study 
of chemistry which led to the modern science, beyond 
pointing out that Dalton (who, by the way, wrote a 
tract on salvation through the blood of Christ), in 
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1803, announced that the solubility of a gas depends 
upon the weight and number of the ultimate particles 
of the gas, thus forming the basis for all of atomic 
chemistry and physics. Dalton took hydrogen as the 
base, calling it—1l—and published a table of the other 
elements that he knew, showing that there was a 
mathematical proportion between the combinations of 
the elements. As the century passed other chemists 
filled out the table, corrected the small errors that had 
crept into his early experiments, and finally changed 
the basis to oxygen, defining it as 16, and completing 
the table with the exception of a few gaps. They 
prophesied the existence of unknown elements to fill 
these gaps, and such elements were later discovered, 
further proving the method. 


Present day accurate experiments show that the 
atomic weights instead of being whole numbers are 
fractions, most frequently very close to the whole 
numbers. The reason for this. is that there are different 
varities of the same chemical identity. They are dis- 
tinguished from each other, not by chemistry, but by 
physics, that is, by weight and not by reaction with 
other elements. Our newspapers have made us well 
acquainted with the fact that there is a difference be- 
tween Uranium 235 and Uranium 238. These numbers 
refer to the weights of the different varieties or isotopes 
of the element. ‘‘Isotope’’ is a word derived from 
the Greek, meaning ‘‘equdl place,’’ namely, that these 
elements of different weight are absolutely equal 
chemically. 


Some of these isotopes are unstable, their nuclear 
structure varying, giving off different particles and 
rays, changing to other isotopes in the process. This 
is radioactivity. Doctors were not slow to recognize 
the value of this fact. For example, it had been known 
that much of the iodine which enters the human body 
in the normal diet goes preferentially to the thyroid 
gland in the throat. When isotopes of iodine were 
discovered possessing radioactive qualities, a patient 
was given a dose containing these isotopes and it 
became possible to measure the function of the gland. 
It can be seen that some radioactivity is, therefore, 
quite harmless, and even beneficial. 


There are similar values in other isotopes that are 
being thus used for other purposes. The process is 
commonly known as ‘‘tagging’’ and is in common use 
in hospitals today. Using an isotope of iron it is now 
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possible to determine the life span of blood cells in any 
patient, since the iron goes, directly into the red 
blood cells. 


One of the first radio-active isotopes to be discovered 
was that of radium. That of uranium has become more 
famous. That of carbon is much more abundant, and 
will have many practical effects upon your life. It will 
even have a definite effect upon your interpretation 
of the Bible, as you shall see. 


Carbon 14, the radioactive isotope of carbon, was 
first discovered in the laboratory, before it was known 
that such an isotope existed in nature. By 1946, W. F. 
Libby, of the Institute for Nuclear Studies, University 
of Chicago, suggested that it might be possible to date 
ancient articles by a study of radiocarbon, and the 
large number of experiments which have been earried 
on since have proven that the method employed is the 
most accurate yet devised for the dating of articles 
from any part of the world providing they are what 
geologists call ‘‘relatively recent,’’ that is, under 
30,000 years of age. In May, 1947, the discovery of 
carbon 14 in nature was announced. Certain features 
in connection with the discovery proved that Carbon 14 
was formed by neutrons in the upper atmosphere and 
brought into materials on this earth through the bom- 
bardment of the earth by cosmic rays which is con- 
stantly going on. It was also discovered that the 


-amount of Carbon 14 was roughly equal to that which 


would be expected if this isotope were mixed through 
all living matter, providing that cosmic rays had come 
to this earth in the same intensity over the last few 
thousand years. 

One more fact must be presented and then we can 
show the relationship of all this to the matters under 
our consideration. It is known that all radio active 
materials are throwing off energy at rates that are 
constant for each element. To illustrate this in simple 
fashion, imagine the deduction which a detective would 
make if he studied the movement of clock weights in 
their effect on the pendulum of a clock. If.a criminal 
stated that nobody had been in a house for several 
weeks, and if the detective found a grandfather clock 
running, he would be able to tell, by 
looking at the clock weights, just how 


duced by disintegration to one half ounce in the stated 
number of years, and one half of the remainder. will 


decay during the next 5568 years, leaving a quarter. ’, 


of an ounce, and so on. 

Once this fact was known it was realized that if 
sensitive measuring instruments could be developed, it 
would be possible to date ancient materials by a study 
of the Carbon 14 content in them. I will not speak of 
the trials and errors of the development of the program. 
There are always such, and they are the expected 
growing pains in any work of research. I will proceed 
to the use of the method, and the determined results 
obtained. 

The scholars in the testing laboratories secured from 
archaeologists hundreds of specimens of ancient ma- 
terial whose dates were known. Beams from tombs 
in Egypt, wood from ancient coffins, charcoal from 
known archaeological finds, shells from a Mesopota- 
mian village, burned bones from dated graves, peat 
from an accurately dated dry period, and similar 
materials containing carbon that were a part of or 
found in ancient sites whose dates were known. 

Without any knowledge of what they were studying 
the scientists took the numbered samples that were 
given to them and checked them under the new method 
in order to find out their dates. There have been hun- 
dreds of such controlled tests, and the results, beyond 
any question, establish the validity of the method for 
determining the approximate dates of any material 
containing carbon. 

Another check of the method was provided by a test 
of clean borings in growth rings between the year 
A.D. 1057 and A.D. 1087 of a sequoia trunk. The test 
showed 930 + 100 while the expected date was 880 + 
15. Subtract the test figures from our year 1951 and the 
answer is 1021. A similar test with tree ring borings 
from the years 570-578 A.D., the result ran 1430 + 150 
while the expected age was 1377 + 4. Again subtracting 
from 1951, we find the year 521. These latter tests were 
made in the Lamont Geological Observatory of Colum- 
bia University. I was privileged to spend several hours 

(Continued on page 36) 





long it had been since someone had really 
been in the house. The rate of descent 
could easily be determined. To change the 
figure, a housewife could probably tell ap- 
proximately how long it would take a 


SAMPLE RESULTS OF TESTS 


quart of water to boil down to a pint over 
a given heat. It has been determined that 
one ounce of any radioactive material 
will disintegrate at a constant rate so that 
it can be further determined just how 
long it will take that matter to lose half 
its volume. This period is now known as 
the half-life, and it has been discovered 
for many different radioactive elements. 

In 1950 it was finally discovered that 
the half-life of Carbon 14 was 5568 years, 
with a possible error of thirty years one 
way or another. This is expressed by the 
figure 5568+ 30 years. This half-life 
period has been determined independently 
in different laboratories. This means, 
roughly, as one scientist has expressed it, 
that one ounce of Carbon 14 will be re- 
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W. F. Libby, from Chicago, has achieved the following 


results on some of the ancient items which come from” 


Bible lands: 


Acacia wood beam in excellent state of preservation from tomb 
of Zoser at Sakkara, Egypt. Known age 4650 + 75. Test age 
(average of three tests) 3979 + 350. 


Cypress beam from tomb of Sneferu, at Meydum, Egypt. Known 
age 4575 + 75. Test age (average of four tests) 4802 + 210. 
Funerary ship from tomb of Sesostris Ill. Known age 3750. 
Average of three tests, 3621 + 180. 
It would be possible to continue this list with dates from 
several hundred test runs in the Institute at Chicago, 
and from similar tests published by the Columbia labora- 
tory. The general result is the same. 
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THE ART OF LIVING By Godfrey C. Robinson and Stigihen E. Winward 








ut why bother with a- subject 

like this at all? Let us admit at 
the outset that there are some Chris- 
tians who appear to be almost hostile 
to education and what they regard 
as ‘‘worldly’’ culture. They tell us 
that the apostles never went to uni- 
versities, for does not the Bible state 
clearly that these were uneducated 
and common men? The implication 
is that our Lord would prefer us to 
be uncultured, since He Himself 
chose that type of person. The very 
term ‘‘culture’’ seems to imply 
something snobbish and superior. 


@ The Importance of Culture 

to the Christian 

Now God sometimes did, and of 
eourse still can, use the uneducated 
no less than the cultured. But He 
does use the cultured—very fre- 
quently. Moses was educated in all 
the science and wisdom of Egypt, 
one of the greatest civilizations of 
the ancient world. Isaiah was a 
statesman and poet of high order. 
Luke, the physician, who wrote the 
Gospel and the Acts, was a cultured 
Gentile, possibly a Macedonian from 
Philippi. Paul was brought up at 
Tarsus, a university city, was him- 
self a Roman citizen and sat at the 
feet of the learned Gamaliel. True, 
the apostles may 
largely have started 
as ignorant fisher- 
men (although even 
this overlooks the 
synagogue school 
and the general in- 
fluence of the Scriptures and tra- 
ditions of Israel), but Peter was 
certainly not that when he wrote 
his Epistles or John his Gospel. 

Let us be clear then that there is 
no hostility in the Bible toward 
learning or culture. There is to 
pride of intellect, to false knowledge 
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@ This is the fifth in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, 
which will answer many questions concerning the Christian 
life, that arise in the minds of young believers. 


and philosophy, 
to worldly wis- 
dom apart from 
the knowledge 
of God; but 
many of the 
greatest Chris- 
tians of all time 
—including Augustine, Luther, Cal- 
vin, and Wesley—were men of high 
intellectual stature. Of course we 
can serve the Lord without culture, 
but most of us today could serve 
Him a good deal better with it. John 
Wesley said that his ambition was 
to be a man of one book, but that 
did not hinder him from constant 
wide and strenuous study. The 
Christian who takes pains to in- 
crease his knowledge and culture 
sees life in truer perspective, and 
so is able to make clearer judgments 
and form more accurate opinions. 
He learns about people, and is 
thereby better able to approach them 
and handle them, an acquisition of 
tremendous importance to the 
would-be soulwinner. He can enter 
more intelligently into current and 
world affairs, and thus pray more 
helpfully and make a more worthy 
contribution toward world evangeli- 
zation. There are opened to him for 
his refreshment and enrichment the 
treasures of the ages, in thought, 
art and music. For the Christian, 
therefore, this subject is both vital 
and practical, and it will be our aim 
in this chapter to attempt to show 
how one may begin to acquire a 
cultural background. 
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@ Education a Continual Process 


Edueation is a continual process; 
it should not end when_we leave 
school. The fact that with many 
people it does so may be true, but is 
to be deplored. Indeed, the best test 
of. the success or failure of our 


Acquiring Knowledge and Culture 


school education is whether we still 
have a desire to go on learning. If, 
for example, we never read Shakes- 
peare after leaving school, then our 
lessons in that particular subject 
were largely a failure. School is not 
the place where we ‘‘get educated’’; 
it is an introduction to education, 
and is designed to give us a taste 
for the real thing. A certain amount 


.of information.is imparted, and we 


are encouraged or compelléd to in- 
quire further for ourselves. In the 
school of life almost all our educa- 
tion is of this latter kind. 


@ Newspapers, Magazines 

and the Radio 

Not all knowledge, of course, need 
be book knowledge. In fact, some 
people who read very little can 
rightly be reckoned 
as cultured, because 
life itself is the great 
educator. -Reading, 
however, has an im- 
portant place in edu- 
cation, and we ought 
to know what kind of 
reading brings the 
greatest profit. Starting with news- 
papers and magazines, one should 
read a good daily newspaper in 
order to understand present trends 
both nationally and internationally. 
An additional help will be the read- 
ing of some intelligent weekly 
review. How is the news of the hour 
affecting the Christian Church and 
the spread of the Gospel overseas? 
Study the comments and articles in 
religious periodica's. The National 
Geographic Magazine (monthly), in 
which we learn about the earth and 
its people,.and where geography, 
the natural sciences, and history are 
all included ; and the various Digests, 
including the religious ones, are all 
valuable. Get some of them, and 
make the most of them. Much of 
your reading will be for recreation, 
but all the time you will be gaining 
new ideas and fresh knowledge. 
Make notes and clippings, and so 
conserve your discoveries. 
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It is a regrettable 
misuse of the radio 
for the Christian 
to limit it to a 
means of home en- 
tertainment. Here 
we are privileged 
to have the greatest speakers of the 
day talking to us by our own hearth. 
Listen to them attentively, look up 
the programs ahead and make defi- 
nite appointments to hear this or 
that talk, feature program, or piece 
of music. 





@ Choosing the Right Books 

Then, of course, there are books— 
multitudes of them. As Milton said: 
‘‘A good book is the precious life- 
blood of a master spirit, embalmed 
and treasured up on purpose to a 
life beyond life.’’ Books are not 
dead things, but a way of meeting 
with the great personalities of the 
past and present, of sharing their 
thoughts and wisdom and the wealth 
of their experiences. To be well read 


is to possess a personality enriched | 


by the heritage of the past. Be pre- 
pared to spend money on good books, 
although it is generally wise to buy 
only those books that are worth 
keeping. It will not be possible to 
possess many expensive reference 
books, but the best of these will be 
found in your local library. Make 
full use of whatever public libraries 
are available; get a rough idea of 
what they contain, and know where 
to look if you require some special 
piece of information. 


As you read endeavor to do so 
with discernment, as there is no 
need to accept everything at face 
value. No human author is infallible. 
It is advisable on starting a book to 
ask such questions as: ‘‘ What do I 
know about the author?; Has he 
any special prejudices?; What does 
his background tell me about his ap- 
proach?’’ Reading extends one’s vo- 
eabulary, a particularly useful and 
important point. One should always 
keep a good dictionary at hand and 
look up the meaning of words that 
are not understood. 


Then there is the important ques- 
tion of the wisest choice of books. 
To some extent this will depend 
upon one’s own special interests and 
tastes. Whatever one’s hobbies or 
whatever subjects one is particu- 
larly interested in, music, architec- 
ture, or anything else, there are 
almost always books to help. Make 
the most of your hobbies, and do not 
forget that books will enable you to 
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enjoy them more. But there are 
some writings which have so pro- 
foundly influenced the lives of men 
and women that no one could be said 
to be educated if ignorant of them, 
works like the Pilgrim’s Progress 
and the plays of Shakespeare. 


It should not be necessary to 
stress the importance of the Author- 
ized Version of the Bible, as the 
assumption is made throughout these 
chapters that the reader will be a 
constant and diligent student of the 
Book. But one should tackle, in addi- 
tion, some of the great classics ac- 
cording to one’s special taste. There 
is a list of most of these in Every- 
man’s Library, classified under sub- 
jects, and almost one thousand 
volumes are available. 


If a person is genuinely perplexed: 


as to where he can begin, he should 
have a chat with his minister or with 
a schoolmaster, or with some other 
educated person who will be glad 
to make recommendations. Time 
should be found for good poetry 
(perhaps starting with The Oxford 
Book of English Verse), for good 
novels (especially those by Dickens 
and Scott), for history and biog- 
raphy, as well as for devotional 
elassics and books about the Bible. 





Again we stress that we assume the 
Bible will come first, and that it is 
already being studied in some regu- 
lar, systematic way. 


@ Artistic Appreciation 

As one learns to appreciate more 
fully literature and art a fascinating 
new world opens up, although it 
must be recognized that artistic ap- 
preciation may not develop all at 
once. It often begins with an aware- 
ness of the beauty of nature. Pro- 
longed attention is one of the secrets ; 
for example, even an expert musi- 
cian may not fully appreciate a 
Bach fugue at first hearing, and 
most of us have to listen to it again 
and again before its beauty dawns 
upon us. Do not, therefore, try to 
cover too much ground; it is better 
to look intently at one or two pic- 
tures in a gallery than to gallop 
round and ‘‘do’’ the lot. Practice 


listening to good music until you 
become aware of its beauty. Find. 
out for yourself why certain pic- ’ 
tures, or certain pieces of music, are 
regarded as great. Read up about — 
them, ask questions, see the former . 
for yourself and listen to the latter. 
The artist has insight into people 
and things that he is willing to share 
with others through his masterpieces. 
There are thus great fields of pleas- 
ure and enlightenment waiting in 
the museums, the art galleries, an- 
cient buildings and cathedrals—as 
well as in the music which comes 
right into the home through the 
radio and record player. But we 
should never pretend that we are 
enthralled by anything unless we 
really are; insincerity destroys ca- 
pacity for real appreciation. 


@ The Value of Travel 

The value of travel as a fascinating 
source of culture should not be over- 
looked. Do you know, for instance, 
the history of your own locality, or 
have you ever troubled to discover 
the interesting features of towns not 
far away? These contacts with men 
and women of the past, as well as 
with people of today, will bring 
new experiences, and help in seeing 
other points of view. We should seek 
to avoid getting into a rut, and en- 
deavor to get out and see the world, 
or as much of it as is reasonably 
possible. Of course, if one can man- 
age it, it is particularly enriching 
to travel abroad, but we should 
avoid that breathless rushing around 
and seeing the sights which allows 
no time for adequate appreciation. 
It is wise to read about the country 
before going there, and a reliable 
guidebook should always be carried 
and used. Perhaps we can get hold 
of the language, continuing the 
studies that were begun at school. 
If the cost of travel is prohibitive, 
then there are excellent travel books 
to be purchased and read, or travel 
talks to be listened to. Thus one may 
stay at home and travel with H. V. 
Morton to Palestine or with Mildred 
Cable to the Gobi Desert. 


@ The School of Life 
The best, and perhaps the most 
enjoyable, way of developing knowl- 
edge and culture is through converse 
(Continued on page 43) 
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The Christian Concept 


of Uniformity in the Universe 





by J. Laurence Kulp 


Department of Geology, Columbia University 


INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR 


HE following article should not be read until 

my own article, “Carbon 14,” on page 14, has 
been read. I am quite well aware that some points 
in my article may shock some people and some 
points in Professor Kulp’s article may shock them 
even more. His study was prepared as an answer 
to an article published in His, the publication of 
the Inter-varsity Christian Fellowship under the 
title of “Beware of the New Deism,” by E. J. 
Carnell, Professor of Apologetics..in the Fuller 
Theological Seminary of Pasadena. I secured the 


second draft of Professor Kulp’s rebuttal and 


obtained his permission to publish ‘it as it is. ~ 


Let there be no doubt about the position of the © 


Editors of Erernity. We believe in the verbal in- 
spiration of the entire Bible and know that the 
evidence—and it is scientific evidence—is stronger 
for that truth than even the scientific evidence for 
the second law of thermodynamics or any other 
scientific principle. The doctrine of the plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures will never have to be 
modified by any discovery whatsoever. It may be, 
however, that thoughtful Christians will modify 
their interpretation of the meaning of some of the 
words and phrases of Scripture. One hundred 
years ago no one in the world read 2 Peter 3 or 
Hebrews 11:3 in the light of nuclear fission. Now 
atomic disintegration is clearly seen in such pas- 
sages. ‘The words have not changed but our 
understanding of them has changed. 

One thousand years ago practically nobody in 
the world thought of such phrases as the rising sun 


or the setting sun in any other sense than as a 
reference to a movement of the sun. Today every- 
one understands that our knowledge of the earth’s 
movement around the sun does not affect the doc- 
trine of inspiration—though we understand it in a 
new framework. It may well be that we in the 
20th century are passing through a time when our 
concepts about some of the phases concerning crea- 
tion will take on an entirely new meaning without 
in any wise touching the doctrine of the inspira- 
tion of the. Word of God. 


In Professor Carnell’s article he has called Pro- 


_ fessor Kulp’s idea a “new Deism.” I know beyond 


question, tliat this is not.exact.“T have sought to 


_ probé the:mind of. Professor Kulp and know him to 
« be, a: born-again manin active fellowship with a 


Plymouth Brethren Assémbly and a definite be- 
liever in the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as the creator of all matter, as the creator 
of eternal spirit, and as the Incarnate Son of God, 
Jesus Christ. 

I do not agree with all that Professor Kulp writes 
in the following article. I believe he has overlooked 
some of the teaching of the Bible and that when 
he understands its implication will modify his 
ideas to fit the plain necessity of the Biblical 
statements, such as Romans 8:19 ff, and other pas- 
sages. I have made this position clear in my 
article and will come back in future issues to other 
points involved. We shall be glad to open our 
letters column to any who have a real contribution 
to make to this very great problem that lies before 


the Church. 
D.G.B. 





* Non-Christian writers (generally 
not scientists) have. frequently at- 
tempted to use science in some sense 
as an argument against historical 
Christianity. The attempts usually 
reveal lack of understanding of what 
science actually is and what its limi- 
tations are. To defend Christianity 
against such attacks and to develop 
a satisfactory Christian view of 
seience, both Christian theologians 
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and Christian scientists have ‘dis- 
cussed the subject. The essays of the 
theologians have displayed a rather 
complete ignorance of science. On 
the other hand, the scientists have 
frequently shown an amazing 
naivete in theology. Since both disci- 
plines require full time effort, the 
scholar with a complete background 
in both areas probably will not ap- 
pear. And, if he did, who could cer- 
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tify that he was correct? In lieu of 
anything better, we had best con- 
tinue vigorous but impersonal de- 
bate from the diverse points of view 
and attempt to learn from each other 
that we may ultimately arrive at a 
greater measure of truth. 

An examination of ‘‘Beware of 
the New Deism”’ is in order for sev- 
eral reasons. 1) The corollary of the 
main thesis that God could create a 
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world of delusion is probably false. 
2) Numerous arguments were de- 
veloped using erroneous scientific 
data or misconeeived scientific prin- 
ciples. Other arguments, derived 
from Scripture, were stated with 
considerable dogmatism when differ- 
ent, but equally probable, interpre- 
tations are well known. 3) The re- 
liability of certain areas of scientific 
fact were depreciated. This en- 
ecourages obscurantism which is 
lethal to an effective Christian wit- 
ness. 


e Uniformity in Nature 


Of all people, Christians have the 
greatest reason for believing in uni- 
formity in nature. We believe in a 
God who created the world and 
whose attribvtes are those of power 
and consisteney. While the non- 
theist in the laboratory must assume 
that the vniverse is orderly (else all 
science is to no point), he has no 
very good.reason for.so.doing except 
for his mgager-sampling of the uni- 
verse wherein it has appeared repro- 
dueible...-The Christian, on the other 
hand; ean expect it to be thus a 
priori.’ Every successful experiment 
that has been made in _ historical 
science has added further evidence 
to this expectation by srggesting 
that the universe has abided by the 
same physical and chemical rules 
since its beginning. We believe that 
we have at least a good first ap- 
proximation of the origin and de- 
velopment of the universe which 
God created beeause of the self- 
consistency of the mass of comp!ex 
interrelated data. 


e Miracles 


It must be quickly emphasized, 
however, that because we believe the 
normal course of events to ke uni- 
form, or because. practically al! 
laboratory observations have demon- 
strated that this uniformity is pres- 
ent an overwhelmingly large part 
of the time, it is not permissible to 
conclude that it must always be so 
under all conditions. The nature of 
the Christian God svggests that 
miracles may oceur bvt that such 
happenings ovt of the normal course 
of events will not be frequent, 
neither will they be sprinkled ran- 
domly through time. Rather they 
will be found only at great spiritual 
erises in hvman history. (See the 
excel’ent treatment of the whole 
problem of miracles by .C. S. Lewis 
in his Miracles, obtainab'e from 
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Evrernity Book Service $2.75.) But 
even more important, these miracles 
should not be described as acts 
whereby God breaks His laws but 
rather as acts whereby He super- 
imposes higher laws to effect His 
purposes. (They are ‘‘higher’’ only 
in the sense that man has not been 
permitted to discover them yet). 
Thus miracles occur from definite 
causes and the effect should be re- 
producible. They are executed ac- 
cording to a rational plan not by 
chaotie intervention. 


The scientific method is neither 
secular nor spiritual, moral nor im- 
moral. It is a method of solving prob- 
lems. The scientific method involves 
finding a problem, conceiving as 
many hypotheses as possible, select- 
ing the most probable one, assuming 
it is true, and testing it by critical 
experiment. The result of the-experi- 
ment, therefore, adds to the body of 
knowledge whether it is positive or 
negative. Note that the heart of the 
scientific method is the observation 
or experiment. Thus the trve scien- 
tist must admit that ‘‘science cannot 
pass judgment on that which it has 
not or cannot subject to controlled 
experiment.’’ 


Inherent in the scientific attitude 
is a healthy skepticism such that any 
unexplained phenomena is of con- 
siderable interest. But a scientist’s 
personal doubts about a particular 
event’s having occurred is no scien- 
tific proof that it has not or could 
not. The latter depends on the phi- 
losophy one brings to the event. 
Science is a valid method of inquiry 
into the material world and appar- 


ently, a rather effective, if not effi- 
cient, one. From science alone, it is 


certain that one cannot say that’ 
science is the only valid method of 


inquiry. 


Thus seience does not eliminate 
the possibility of the miraculous. 
The Carbon 14 method of age de- 
termination has no more to do with 
the possibility of miracles than 
Newton’s Laws of Motion. Diseov- 
eries of science simply elucidate the 
normal course of events. A scientist 
can accept miracles if he is a Chris- 
tian or reject them if he is not, but 
in neither ease, is his decision based 
on science. Thus there was little ex- 
cuse for the ‘‘old deists.’’ If the 
‘‘new deism’’ is based on the above 
deseribed view of uniformity and 
the miraculous, it is neither ‘‘new’’ 
nor ‘‘deism.’’ 


e What God Created 


It is of no more value to dispute 
on what God covld have done in 
creating a universe than to dispute 
about the number of angels that 
could fit on the head of a pin. 
Whether he could have created the 
universe just as it is today in every 
respect but have done it yesterday, 
or whether he could have created 
the planets square is indeed idle 
speculation. As disinterested seekers 
of truth we shovld care primari'y for 
what God did do. A priori he could 
have created the planets square, but 
if he had, the rules of that universe 
would include the reason for square 
planets. 


(Continued on page 34) 
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The police in New York arrested Jack Ben- 
venista and convicted him of accepting policy 
bets on the teleph 


from a distance writing his records on the 


by photographing him 





wall of a house with a pencil. The close-up 
photograph of the record on the wall, his 
handwriting, the telephone numbers he used 
were all in the record. Many might have 
looked upon him as a loiterer and his scrib- 
bling as nothing more than doodling, but 


there it was, and he is in jail. 


There are many people who sin who do not write the record upon a wall, but it is written 


just as plainly, recorded in the books of God and His divine finger has written on another 


wall “thou art weighed in the balances and found wanting” (Dan. 5:27). You will meet 


your sins someday because you have written them where they will be brought to light. 


LIVE AS THOUGH GOD WERE AND YOU SHALL KNOW THAT HE IS 








in the bool of Genesis 





DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


February 1 
1} BEING IN THE WAY, JEHOVAH LED ME 
(24:27) 

How unkind God would be if He blessed 
us when we were out of His way! He 
tells us of His wisdom that “Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all Her paths are 
peace (Prov. 3:17). He knows therefore 
that all our paths must be unrest. If we 
insist on having our own way, we may 
sometimes get it and think for a moment 
that we are being blessed, but we will soon 
discover that at the same time we get our 
own way we get leanness in our souls 
(Psa. 106:15). But when we are in the 
will and way of the Lord we may expect 
that our steps shall be ordered by Him 
(Psa. 37:23) and we shall anticipate 
smoothness in the fulfillment of the plans 
which are in accordance with His eternal 
purpose. There accompanies such knowl- 
edge of being in God's will and in being 
blessed by Him a joy that almost bursts 
the seams of our capacity. It was this joy 
that the servant was knowing. 

LORD, KEEP US IN THY WAY. 


February 2 
COME IN THOU BLESSED OF JEHOVAH (24:31) 
The world is always willing to wlecome 
the Christian when it sees the possibility of 
getting gold earrings and bracelets. We 
know that Laban had many gods for we 
will see, years later, when he pursues Jacob 
he will be seeking his household idols 
(Gen. 31:30). But the world is always 
willing to add one more god to its collec- 
tion if there can be some outward token of 
prosperity. We must never be deceived by 
the world’s eagerness to acknowledge us or 
our God. Whenever there is such an 
acknowledgment there is always a hidden 
motive behind it, for the carnal mind is 
enmity against the true God, and is not 
subject unto Him, nor can it be. They that 
are in the flesh cannot please God (Rom. 
8:7). It takes a beautiful baby to please 
Pharaoh’s daughter (Ex. 2:2), it takes 
gold bracelets and earrings to please a 
Laban. It takes surrender of the heart to 
please our God. 
LORD, GIVE US THE PURE, TRANSPARENT GOLD 
(Rev. 21:21). 
February 3 
1 WHL NOT EAT UNTIL | HAVE TOLD MY 
ERRAND (24:33) 
The business of our Lord demands prior- 
ities. Everything else must take its second- 
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ary place. More important than food is 
the urgent work of God. This does not 
mean that we are to-enter into any fanati- 
cal way of self-starvation, for the Lord 
takes care of His servants in such a way 
that there will always be the necessary 
periods for refreshment and rest. He will 
say to His disciples, “Come ye apart your- 
selves . . . and rest awhile” (Mk: 6:31) 
when He knows they need a rest, but when 
there is work to be done He will do the 
miracle so that they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint (Isa. 
40:31). He will make us to lie down in 
green pastures and lead us beside still 
waters when there is need for us to have 
food and drink, but at times our hunger 
will be gone and the worldly will not 
understand and will urge us to eat. The 
answer will be, “I have meat to eat that 
ye know not of. . .. My meat is to do 
the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish 
His work” (John 4:32, 34). 
LORD, MAY WE FIRST HUNGER FOR THEE. 

4 
JEHOVAH HATH BLESSED MY MASTER GREATLY 
(24:35) 

It is a wonderful thing to be working 
for a cause which has been blessed by the 
Lord. To walk forward in His way is to 
be in the place of blessing. No deficits, no 
failures are possible when we are in the 
will of the Lord. Where God guides, God 
provides. To walk forward with all needs 
met and with the fruitfulness of the Lord 
abounding in us and in our spiritual asso- 
ciates is one of the greatest joys in the 
work of the Lord. To know that our 
church is being blessed, our home is being 
blessed, our testimony is being blessed, 
gives an exultation that cannot be ex- 
pressed. And the thrill of that joy is all 
the greater when we contemplate the situa- 
tion and realize that it is all because of 
grace. There was no cause of blessing in 
Abraham, nor is there any cause of bless- 
ing in us. But God is all grace and has 
stooped to us. Oh! joy! 

LORD, BLESS US GREATLY. 

February 5 
UNTO HIM HATH HE GIVEN ALL THAT HE 
HATH (24:36) 

The fact that Abraham had turned his 
fortune over to his son Isaac was a ful- 
fillment of all of the promises and the full 
plan of God. For Abraham, in this pageant, 
is cast in the role of God the Father, and 


Isaac is cast in the role of God the Son. 
Abraham did not love his Isaac as much 
as God loves His Son. He has called His 
kingdom “the kingdom of His dear Son” 
(Col. 1:13). He has said of Him that He 
“is the image of the invisible God, the 
Firstborn of all creation. For by Him 
were all things created . . . all things were 
created by Him and for Him .. . that in 
all things He might have the preeminence. 
For it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all fullness dwell” (Col. 1:15-19). 
If God has thus blessed His Son, can we 
not comprehend easily that. all who reject 
Him have rejected God? And in giving all 
honor to the Son we honor the Father, and 
God desires that we give all honor to the 
Son (John 5:23). 
LORD, MAY WE HONOR THEE IN CHRIST. 
February 6 
| BOWED DOWN AND WORSHIPPED THE LORD 
(24:48) . 

The servant was a faithful witness and a 
wise advocate of the divine cause that was 
committed to his care. He related the wish 
of Abraham his master, the oath that had 
been imposed on him, the prayer which he 
himself had silently offered to God, and the 
miraculous answer he had received to it; 
informing them at the same time of the 
wealth of Abraham, and that Isaac, on 
whose behalf he was come, was to be his 
sole heir. It is to be noted that he did not 
make his speech as though he were con- 
cerned with something which did not affect 
him personally, but in every part of his 
action we find that he is moved in his inner- 
most being, so much was he one with his 
cause. Thus he concludes with the account 
of his own prayer and worship, and if we 
can feel his yearning for the accomplish- 
ment of his mission, how much more could 
Laban and his family. 

LORD, MAY WE HAVE THY CAUSE AND 
WORSHIP AS A VERY PART OF OURSELVES 

February 7 
THE THING PROCEEDETH FROM THE LORD 
(24:50) 

Grace is irresistible, and when the Lord 
has set out to perform a work, it will be 
done, and there will be no deviation pos- 
sible from the end which He has had from 
the beginning. There are times when even 
the unregenerate are forced to admit that 
the Lord has worked. We have the oppor- 
tunity of producing that effect ourselves, 
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Be VE. 


for He has said, “Let your light so shine 


before men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven” (Mt. 5:16). Abraham’s servant 
had let his light shine clearly and now 
Laban and his family were forced to admit 
that the whole matter proceeded from the 
Lord. They could not stand up against 
such evidence and so their hearts were 
inclined to fall in with that which the Lord 
had decreed. When we trust in Him we 
will have the delight of being on the win- 
ning side, for He will hasten His word to 
perform it (Jer. 1:12). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE CERTAINTIES 


THAT WE FIND IN THEE. 
February 8 


JEWELS OF SILVER .. . JEWELS OF GOLD... 
RAIMENT (24:53) 
There are gifts for the bride even before 


she has seen the bridegroom. The moment 
that the Holy Spirit has told ‘us of Christ 
and we are pledged to Him, we begin to 
receive the munificence of His bounty and 
love. We have even now the Word of God 
which is definitely stated to be worth more 
than thousands of gold and silver (Psa. 
119:72), and to be loved above gold, even 
above fine gold ¢Psa. 119:127). Even now 
we have the gifts of pardon, peace, purity, 
power, hope, and, most of all, Himself. We 
have the raiment of righteousness, for we 
have given over the garments of our own 
righteousness to be clothed in the fine linen, 
clean and white, which is our righteousness 
in Christ (Rev. 19:8). These are our 
dowry rights in Christ, while we have the 
promise of gifts from the Father of “all 
things” (Rom. 8:32). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR OUR WEDDING 


GIFTS. 

February 9 
TO HER BROTHER AND HER MOTHER PRECIOUS 
THINGS (24:53) 

The people of the world are blessed be- 
cause of the plan of God even if they do 
not receive the Lord for themselves per- 
sonally. The rain falls on the unjust as 
well as upon the just (Mt. 5:45). There 
are a thousand examples of what is known 
as “common grace” because God gives 
forth good things, even to the unregenerate, 
because He is the God of all goodness and 
bounty. The unbelievers who were in the 
ship with Paul on the stormy Mediter- 
ranean were saved from death because he 
was on board (Acts 27:22): There were 
thousands of unbelievers in Palestine in 
the days of Christ who received physical 
healing, or who ate of the bread and fish 
which He miraculously provided. The 
riches of His goodness and forbearance 
and longsuffering were intended to lead 
men to repentance (Rom. 2:4). They are 
mute witnesses to the love of God. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE PATIENCE 


OF THY LOVE. 
February 10 


IN THE MORNING HE SAID, SEND ME AWAY 
(24:54) 

God will never allow us to forget the 
pilgrim nature of our journey. Here we 
have no continuing city. The same God 
who joined to His call of Abraham the 
separating command, Get out ... Get out 

. . now leads the bride in the same strait 
path. This is the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the lives of believers, and we need not 
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think we have been saved if we have not 
heard at once the call for separation unto 
our absent Master. It was not primarily 
separation from Ur, but separation to 
Isaac. Thus we are not called upon to give 
up anything ; we are called upon to receive so 
much that we soon reckon that it is in- 
credible to speak in terms of loss. There is 
only one answer to the question in Psalm 
116:12, What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His goodness? The answer is, “I 
will take.” 
LORD, MAY WE START THIS MORNING FOR 
THEE. 

February 11 
LET THE DAMSEL ABIDE WITH US (24:55) 

The world always wants to hold back 
the Christian. A believer who will linger 
with the world and live like the world is 
never an affront to the world. It is only 
the ‘believer who starts to leave all things 
for Christ who arouses the wrath of the 
world. “They think it strange that ye run 
not with them to the same excess of riot” 
(1 Pet. 4:4). The world will do everything 
it possibly can to keep you in the place 
and position you occupied before you heard 
the voice of the Spirit calling you to 
separation. All of the arguments that can 
be brought forth on the grounds of natural 
love will be pressed to the utmost. Every 
subterfuge that it is possible to imagine 
and every device that it is possible to invent 
will be set forth in the most plausible 
fashion to get you to stop where you are 
and not go on toward your union with 
Christ. 

LORD, GIVE US STRENGTH TO BREAK AWAY. 
February 12 
AT THE LEAST TEN (24:55) 

If the world cannot have its way in the 
general call to the believer to abide in the 
world, it will seek to gain some compromise 
that will hold him back at all costs. The 
family might have advanced the most 
plausible arguments of love and affection, 
but there could be no compromise. Rebekah 
must leave. You will discover that when 
you have made the decision to go with the 
Lord the world will try to keep you with 
itself by applauding your devotion and 
telling you that you are doing the fine 
thing—but not quite yet. Abide a few days, 
at least ten, and then go. It is a wonderful 
thing to do—but wait. Procrastination is 
the thief of time, they say, but it can also 
be the thief of eternity’s reward. He that 
putteth his hand to the plow must not turn 
back, nor must he wait in the furrow. God 
calls us to go on through the desert to our 
Isaac. 

LORD, MAY WE BE KEPT FROM COMPROMISE. 
February 13 
HINDER ME NOT... SEND ME AWAY (24:56) 

The Holy Spirit is drawn to Christ as 
iron answers to the magnet. The pull of the 
world must be broken and the slow road 
home must be begun, for the Spirit has the 
great desire to take us home to present us 
to the Bridegroom. The old servant, who 
typifies the Spirit, might well have been 
excused if he had remained in Ur for a 
few days of rest, for had he not just made 
the long desert journey from the land of 
Canaan? And would it not be “natural” to 
tarry to rest the animals, to get acquainted 
with Abraham’s relatives, to give the girl 


IN YOUR TEMPTATIONS RUN TO GOD’S PROMISES 


time to get ready? Yes, it would be 
natural, but we must never forget that the 
natural is one of the opposites of the’ , 
spiritual. In the things of God there must” 
be a restlessness to be on the move toward 
Christ. If you are in restlessness, it is the 
Spirit calling, “Hinder me not .. . send 
me away.” 
LORD, MAY WE BE WILLING TO GO ALONG 
WITH THE SPIRIT. 

February 14 
WE WILL CALL THE DAMSEL, AND INQUIRE 
(24:57) 

Victory in life for the believer is the 
joining of his testimony to the work of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In the last book of 
the Bible, where the spiritual warfare is 
described in detail, we read that the saints 
overcame the enemy by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony 
(Rev. 12:11). The world hears about 
Christ rather remotely and does not under- 
stand. It is today as it was when He came 
into the world, “He was in the world, and 
the world was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not” (John 1:10). And 
“the world knoweth us not because it 
knew Him not” (1 John 3:1). But when 
the world learns that we are called away 
from its life, it will put the question to us 
to find out whether we are going to live 
up to the reality of our call. It will be the 
word of our testimony that will determine 
the time of our departure from the world. 
LORD, GIVE US THE RIGHT ANSWER. 


February 15 
SHE SAID, | WILL GO (24:58) 

Rebekah is a perfect type of the Church. 
She was thought of before she ever knew 
it and was chosen when she did not even 
know of the existence of the one who was 
to be her bridegroom. Thus we have been 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of 
the world (Eph. 1:4). Her future husband 
passed through the sacrifice and the resur- 
rection before she knew about it. The 
messenger left home and traveled all the 
way to her while she was still in ignorance 
of her future which had-been planned for 
her. The messenger brought the gifts and 
tokens of her future life and wooed her, 
not for himself, but for an absent master. 
She was called to separation and answered 
yes. She departed on a pilgrim journey 
that brought her home to the one who had 
loved her before’ she loved him. 

LORD, MAY WE LOVE THEE AS THOU HAST 
LOVED US. 

February 16 
AND THEY SENT AWAY REBEKAH (24:59) 

We may be sure that the grace of God 
is irresistible. When He moves in the 
direction of His eternal purpose every- 
thing will give way before the pressure of 
His will. Nothing can stand before the 
plan of God. The natural heart is forced 
to yield as well as the renewed heart. He 
will move the natural heart by coercion, 
force of circumstances, and by punishment, 
and He will move the heart of His own by 
love, wooing them and drawing them on to 
know Himself. If it be true that the heart 
of a king is in the hand of the Lord, and 
that He can turn that royal heart whither- 
soever He will, even as men turn the 
waters of a river (Prov. 21:1), how much 
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FEBRUARY 17, 1952 
The Family at Bethany 
LESSON TEXT: LUKE 10:38-42; 


JOHN 11:1-5, 24-27 
Golden Text: “She saith unto Him, Yea, 
Lord: I believe that Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God, which should come into 
the world” (John 11:27). 


Among the many friends and ac- 
quaintances of our Lord a unique 
place was occupied by Mary and 
Martha and their brother, Lazarus. 
We do not know how their associa- 
tion began or what caused that 
intimacy of relationship which is 
indicated by the Gospel story. It is 
’ plain, however, that their home was 
frequently visited by our Lord. 
While this must have meant much 
to the family concerned, it also con- 
tributed greatly to our Lord’s com- 
fort and happiness to have a retreat, 
so near to Jerusalem, where He 
could count upon a welcome and the 
tender ministries of those who loved 
Him. 

The main emphasis of our lesson 


should be on Jesus in the home- 


how we should acknowledge Him.as 
the honored guest: the testimony 
which a Christian home may bear 
before the world: and the blessings 
which come to homes where Christ 
is weleomed. 


Lesson Material 


Although Luke speaks only of ‘‘a 
certain village,’’ we know from 
John 11:1 that Bethany was the 
home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 
Situated about two miles from Jeru- 
salem, on the slopes of the Mount of 
Olives, it was a very convenient 
stopping place for our Lord when 
visiting the holy city. We know that 
Luke was dependent on others for 
the material for his Gospel, and it 
is probable that Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, was among his informants. 
The domestic situation of 10 :38-42, 
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with its touch of humor, would ap- 
peal to a woman, and may well have 
been among the stories told to Luke 
by Mary. 

The characters of the two sisters 
may be clearly read in this incident. 
Martha was a bustling, house-proud 
woman, who could always be de- 
pended upon to provide a good table 
for her guests. Mary, on the other 
hand, was the contemplative type, 
and her perceptive mind recognized 
in the presence of Jesus an oppor- 
tunity which demanded more than 
a meal, however well prepared. 
Martha is to be commended for see- 
ing in Jesus’ visit an occasion for 
service. Mary, on the other hand, 
won her Lord’s expressed approval 
because she saw in it an occasion 
for fellowship and instruction. 

If Jesus had been an ordinary 
guest, Martha’s response would have 
been the right one. But since He 
was the Saviour, and God’s Son, His 
presence could not be acknowledged 
by normal courtesies. This was 
Martha’s mistake. Her rising indig- 
nation against her sister, whose 
action she misunderstood, expressed 
itself at last in language which was 
scarcely polite. Our Lord’s gentle 
reproof was also a commendation of 
Mary who had ‘‘chosen the good por- 
tion’? (10:42 RSV)—was that a 
reference to the ‘‘portions’’ which 
Martha was so busily preparing ?— 
of which He was unwilling to de- 
prive her. 


An Appeal for Help 


The next time we hear of the 
Bethany family they were in great 
distress (John 11:1-5). Lazarus, the 
brother of Mary and Martha, had 
been taken sick and Jesus was not 
at hand to help. He had recently 
been in Jerusalem, and perhaps a 
guest in the Bethany home; but be- 
eause of an attempt to stone Him 
(10:31) He had withdrawn to 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, about 
sixty miles away. Anxious for their 
brother, the two sisters sent a mes- 
senger to the Lord appealing to His 
love for Lazarus. 


Although the pupils’ material 
consists of a few verses only of John 
11, teachers will need to familiarize 
themselves with the entire chapter. 
Space does not permit a detailed 
exposition. Attention, however, is 
directed to verses 24-27, which is in 
the pupil material. Jesus affirmed 
that Lazarus should rise again. 
Martha interpreted His words as re- 
ferring to the great resurrection of 
all the dead. Our Lord, however, 
directed her thoughts to Himself as 
He said: ‘‘I am the resurrection, 
and the life.’’ With Him was power 
to give life to the dead (this referred 
to Lazarus), and also eternal life to 
all-living persons who believe in Him 
(this referred to Martha). It was 
a profound statement; but Martha 
claimed to believe it because she also 
believed “that Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God, which should come 
into the world.’’ It is the person of 
Jesus which gives authority to His 
words. 

To round off this great story it is 
necessary to include a passage from 
the greater lesson—John 12 :1-2. 
Without entering upon a discussion 
of the detail of the supper scene, we 
note that the gratitude of the Beth- 
any family expressed itself in a 
public way. Doubtless there were 
many guests present at this supper, 
which meant that, at a time when 
our Lord was facing a crisis of op- 
position with the cross not far away, 
these loyal hearts declared their love 
for Him almost under the shadow 
of Jerusalem’s walls. 


Lesson Plan 
1. Friendship for Jesus 
a. Guest at Bethany 
b. Jesus in your home 


2. Blessing from Jesus 
a. Lazarus restored 
b. Homes transformed 


3. Honor to Jesus 
a. Feasting their benefactor 
b. Witnessing by our homes 


1. Although Mary and Martha be- 
haved so differently. when the Lord 
Jesus came to their house as guest, 
one thing is certain—each in her 
own way was showing her great 
pleasure at His presence. There is 
no guest we should be more willing 
to welcome into our homes. Yet how 
often He is shut out! Does someone 
say: ‘‘We would not know how to 
entertain such a guest in our house. 
Our home is humble, and we could 
not show Him the respect that 
would be correct.’’ Unlike other 
guests, Jesus does not come to get 
but to give. The poorest home is at 
no disadvantage with the wealthiest. 

How should we recognize such a 
guest? Mary ‘‘sat at Jesus’ feet, 
and heard His word’’ (Lk. 10:39). 


EvrernitTy 








- Can we do that? Yes, it is possible 
to listen to the voice of Jesus today, 
in our homes, as we read His Word. 
In homes where the Bible is hon- 
ored and read each day the Lord 
Jesus is truly present. 

2. Friendship with Jesus meant 
much to Martha and Mary when 
trouble came. They sent word to 
Him concerning the sickness of 
their brother, and although Lazarus 
seemed to pass beyond the help of 
their great Friend, the sisters were 
to learn that Christ’s power has no 
limits, even as His love. In their 
extremity of grief they discovered 
that the One who had often been 
their guest was the master even of 
death. How glad they were to have 
such a Friend! 

Christ in the home means an ever- 
present, all-powerful helper. As the 
Bethany home was transformed from 
one of sorrow to inexpressible joy, 
so when Jesus comes as guest to 
homes today He drives away the 
things that spoil home happiness, 
and introduces a harmony which 
nothing can destroy. Homes that 
pray together, we are told, stay to- 
gether; and experience proves this 
true. 

Listening to Jesus in His Word, 
praying to Jesus for His help— 
these two together suggest the im- 
portance of the family altar. Let each 
pupil answer for himself the ques- 
tion: Is there a family altar in my 
home? If not, what ean I do to estab- 
lish one? 

3. Nothing could be more natural 
than that Mary, Martha, and Laza- 
rus should. want to demonstrate 
their gratitude to Jesus for His 
great miracle in raising the dead to 
life. It was, however, a risky thing 
to be too open in professing loyalty 
to Him. Jerusalem was uncomfort- 
ably near to Bethany, and the Jew- 
ish leaders were even then plotting 
to kill Jesus. It was scarcely the 
time to give a feast in His honor. 
Yet that is what the Bethany trio 
did. Right under the noses of Jesus’ 
enemies they told by their actions 
how much they loved Him. 

That is precisely what Christian 
homes are called upon to do today. 
Our times are no kinder toward our 
Saviour than those in which He 
lived. The world hates Him still, and 
despises those who follow Him. Shall 
we therefore suppress our loyalty? 
Or shall we see to it that in personal 
and family life we declare our alle- 
giance to Him? If we are to have 
truly Christian homes, they will be 
homes that will challenge the spirit 
of our age by things they include 
and others which they exclude. In 
such homes we shall find grace be- 
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fore meals, the family altar, the 
Christian song book, elevating liter- 
ature, good music, healthy games. 
Excluded from such homes will be 
loose language, vicious literature, 
gambling devices, the dance, and 
everything else that belongs to the 
world and the Devil. What kind of 
home is yours? 


FEBRUARY 24, 1952 
Peter, James, and John 
LESSON TEXT: MARK 9:2, 
10:35-40; ACTS 4:13, 18-20 
Golden Text: “We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard” 

(Acts 4:20). 

In the cause of Jesus Christ there 
is a ~ for outstanding leader- 
ship. For several weeks we have been 
widening the circle of our Lord’s 
followers to see how it included all 
sorts and conditions of people. 
Today we narrow it again. Three 
disciples, whose early association 
with Jesus we have already con- 
sidered, are brought into sharp focus 
so that we may see how they were 
prepared for significant service in 
the Gospel. 

The Sunday School is the reeruit- 
ing ground without equal for 
Christian leadership. Out from our 
classes God will call and commis- 
sion tomorrow’s preachers, teachers, 
missionaries, writers, and others 
who will fill the executive positions 
in our churches. What are the quali- 
fications for such leadership? This 
is but one of the questions we shall 
seek to answer as we interpret to- 
day’s lesson to our pupils. 

Lesson Material 

Mark 9:2 introduces the record 
of our Lord’s Transfiguration, and 
teachers will want to read the entire 
passage (2-10), and to make com- 
parisons with the other accounts of 
the same event (Mt. 17:1-8; Lk. 
9 :28-36). The scene of this great 
event was probably Mt. Hermon, 
usually snow-capped, giving point 
to the statement concerning Christ, 
‘‘His raiment became shining, ex- 
ceeding white as snow’’ (9:3). 

One purpose of the Transfigura- 
tion is revealed in Luke’s statement 
that Moses and Elijah ‘‘spake of his 
decease’’ (9:31). Calvary lay imme- 
diately ahead, and this experience 
was a preparation for that ordeal. 
But the disciples also needed pre- 
paring for what was to be a blow to 
their faith. Hence the voice from 
Heaven: ‘‘This is My beloved Son: 
hear Him.”’ The indelible impression 
made on Peter’s mind is indicated 
by his statement in 2 Peter 1:16-18. 
Concerning Peter’s suggestion to 
‘‘make three tabernacles’’ we need 
not seek any obscure meaning. Mark, 
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who probably wrote from informa- 


tion supplied by Peter himself, of- 
fers the comment: ‘‘He wist not 
what to say;’’ which furnishes the 
apostle’s own acknowledgment that‘ 
his words were the expression of a 
confused mind. 

Proceeding to Mark 10:35-40 we 
have an indication of the raw ma- 
terial from. which Christ was to 
fashion leaders for His Church. 
James and John made request that 
they should sit, one on His right 
hand, the other on His left, in His 
kingdom. They even excluded Peter 
in their selfish ambition. Their an- 
swer to Christ’s question in verse 38 
seems to have been thoughtlessly 
given, for the cup to which He re- 
ferred was one of suffering, and the 
baptism that of death. Jesus fore-* 
told that they would indeed experi- 
ence these things; but He declared 
it was not within His power to as- 
sign places on His left and right 
hand. It is interesting to read (in 
v. 41) that ‘“‘the ten . . . began to 
be much displeased with James and 
John.’’ Maybe they, too, wanted the 
chief places in Christ’s kingdom! 


Loyal Hearts 

Our last two passages in the Acts 
reveal Peter and John as men of 
courage and loyalty. The determina- 
tion of the Jewish Sanhedrin to 
stamp out apostolic testimony to 
Jesus Christ appears from Wey- 
mouth’s translation of 4:18—‘‘They 
recalled the Apostles, and ordered 
them altogether to give up speaking 
or teaching in the name of Jesus.’’ 
This ban came from the body which 
had contrived the death of their 
Master. It had the power to enforce 
its prohibition or to punish its 
breach. Yet the two men did not 
hesitate to answer in terms of un- 
compromising loyalty : ‘‘Whether it 
be right in the sight of God to 
hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye.’’ 

What happened subsequently to 
these three apostles? James was the 
first martyr from among the twelve 
(Acts 12:2). John played his brave 
part in the early days of the Chris- 
tian church, composed the Gospel 
and three epistles which bear his 
name; and when exiled for his faith 
to the lonely isle of Patmos there 
wrote the wonderful last book of 
the New Testament, the Revelation. 
As for Peter, he ended his testimony 
with a martyr’s death after preach- 
ing and writing for the glory of his 
Master and the blessing of innumer- 
able souls. 

Lesson Plan 
1. The Raw Material 


a. James and John 
b. Peter's denials 








2. Leaders in Training 
a. Companions of Jesus 
b. Witnesses of His glory 
3. Heroes of the Cross 
a. Testimony in life 
b. Loyalty in death 
1. The glory of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is that it offers salva- 
tion to the most unworthy and serv- 
ice to the most unlikely. From the 
little we know about the origins of 
our Lord’s disciples, none of them 
gave promise of becoming men of 
spirituality or prominence in their 
beginnings. They were obscure for 
the most part, and those who had 
any prominence were in disrepute 
rather than in favor. Even those‘who 
formed the inner circle of Christ’s 
companionship were men who evi- 
denced all the traits of human 
frailty. The story told of James and 
John in Mark 10:35-40) furnishes a 
sad example. 


Although the record of Peter’s . 


denial of Christ does not come into 
our selected Scriptures it_is relevant 
to our theme. The familiarity of 
pupils with this incident (Mt. 26: 
69-75) may be tested. The trans- 
forming grace of Christ bids us 
despair of none and encourages the 
confidence that even our own in- 
adequacies and faults can be over- 
come if we will yield to the Saviour. 
There are no triumphs in the realm 
of human personality to compare 
with those of the Gospel. 

2. How were these men prepared 
for coming responsibility in the 
eause of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
First by being chosen as Christ’s 
companions. They had to identify 
themselves with Him by answering 
His call and then to remain in fel- 
lowship with Him that they might 
learn all that He had to teach them. 
Here are the essential qualifications 
of all who would serve the Lord: 
the answered call, the yielded will, 
and the abiding fellowship. ‘‘Come 
unto Me’’ (Mt. 11:28) He says; and 
then, ‘‘Learn of Me’’ (Mt. 11:29); 
and finally, ‘‘ Abide in Me’’ (John 
15:4). 

To Peter, James, and John were 
given special privileges because be- 
fore them lay special tasks. One of 
the greatest, grandest moments of 
their lives was on Mt. Horeb when 
‘*He was transfigured before them.’’ 
There can be no outstanding service 
for Jesus apart from an exalted 
conception of His person. The higher 
He ranks in our thinking the more 
complete will be our devotion and 
the more intense our service. And 
nothing will warm our hearts toward 
Him more than to dwell upon ‘‘ His 
decease . . . at Jerusalem’’ (Lk. 
9:31). With Paul we shall worship 
and adore ‘‘the Son of. God, who 
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loved me, and gave Himself for me”’ 
(Gal. 2:20). 

3. Was Jesus disappointed in 
those He chose? The answer is given 
in the Acts of the Apostles—a nar- 
rative which glows with heroism of 
the highest order. How thankful we 
should be that the threats of the 
enemies of the Gospel could not 
silence the apostles! Their faithful- 
ness assured the progress of the 
message of the cross. Devoted to 
their crucified, risen, and ascended 
Lord; empowered by the Holy 
Spirit; compassionate toward per- 
ishing men and women—they carried 
out their commission to ‘‘go . 
into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel.’’ 

Of Peter and James we know that 
they sealed their testimonies with 
their lives. John suffered exile and 
hardship rather than betray his 
Master’s cause. Was this too high 
a price to pay? Are we ready to 
demonstrate a love and loyalty like 
theirs? In some parts of the world 
today men and women are being 
slain because they are Christians. 
Of Communist China, for example, 
it has been said that the church 
roll is the executioner’s list. If we 
had to face such testing, how should 
we conduct ourselves? How do we 
come out in life’s actual circum- 
stances? If Christ is to trust us with 
high tasks in His kingdom we must 
be ready to prove our reliability 
and our devotion. 


MARCH 2, 1952 
“Our Beloved Barnabas” 
LESSON TEXT: ACTS 4:36-37; 


9:26-27; 11:19-26; 13:1-3 
Golden Text: “He was a good man, and 
= - the Holy Ghost and ‘a faith” th” (Acts 


. = lessons on ‘‘ Early Followers 
of Jesus’’ have so far been con- 
cerned with men and women who 
knew the Master during His earthly 
ministry, whose stories are recorded 
for us in the Gospels. Today we leave 
the Gospels for the Acts of the 
Apostles and make the acquaintance 
of the first of a series of characters 
who became followers of the Lord 
through the preaching and testimony 
of others. 

Barnabas possessed all the quali- 
ties of a Christian gentleman. In 
the grace and gentleness of his char- 
acter, the generosity of his giving, 
the firmness of his friendship, and 
the unselfishness of his service, he 
is an example to all. Apart, however, 
from these important lessons, the 
story of Barnabas reminds us that 
the circle of the friends and serv- 
ants of Jesus Christ is not in any 
way restricted. We may not enjoy 











the privileges of intimate association 
which belonged to Peter, James, and 
John; but, like Barnabas, we may 
be His loyal helpers as we receive 
Him as Saviour and serve the cause 
of His kingdom. 

Lesson Material 

Sparse, indeed, is the information 
given us concerning Barnabas and 
his background. From Acts 4:36-37 
we learn that his original name was 
Joses, and that the apostles changed 
it to Barnabas, meaning ‘‘son of en- 
couragement.’’ This is not only a 
tribute to his character, but also 
makes it probable that Barnabas 
was converted under the preaching 
of the apostles. He was a member 
of the tribe of Levi, to whom was 
given the responsibility for the ad- 
ministration of the Temple. But 
since the home of Barnabas was in 
Cyprus, where he had perhaps gone 
in the interests of his business, it is - 
unlikely that he regularly discharged 
his levitical duties. It can be con- 
cluded that he was visiting Jerusa- 
lem for the feast of Pentecost, when 
‘‘there were dwelling at Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under Heaven’’ (Acts 2:5), 
and that he heard the Gospel then 
and accepted its message for him- 
self. 

As one of the wealthier members 
of the Christian community, Barna- 
bas gave generously for the support 
of his less fortunate brethren. Many 
of the converts were poor, and some 
of them doubtless suffered disad- 
vantages by accepting Christ as 
Saviour. To supply their needs, 
Barnabas sold some of his property 
and gave the proceeds to the 
apostles. 

It- seems that on his conversion, 
Barnabas decided to remain in Jeru- 
salem to help the young church in 
its work and witness. In 9:26-27 he 
was able to render an incalculable 
service to the cause of Christ. Saul 
of Tarsus, bitter persecutor of the 
believers, had been converted on his 
mission to Damascus. The news was 
received with incredulity in Jeru- 
salem. Perhaps the Christians feared 
that Saul’s professed allegiance to 
Christ was part of a plot to enter 
the church and attack it from the 
inside. But Barnabas (we must 
surely believe having made careful 
inquiries) vouched for the sincerity 
of Saul’s experience and persuaded 
the apostles to receive him as a true 
follower of the Lord. 

The Gentiles Believe 

In 11:19-26 we find Barnabas ful- 
filling a task for which he was 
peculiarly suited. The scattering of 
the believers through persecution 
had resulted in witness for Christ 
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as far away as Antioch in Syria, and 
in that important pagan: city a 
Christian movement was - begun. 
This was an unexpected development 
for the leaders of the Jerusalem 
chureh, who, anxious to know the 
facts, chose Barnabas to go to Anti- 
och as their representative. The 
brief account of his mission pays 
high tribute to his discretion and 
grace, and links the arrival of Bar- 
nabas with the further progress of 
the Gospel in that city (11:24). 
Convinced that the Lord was work- 
ing in Antioch and that great possi- 
bilities lay ahead, Barnabas turned 
to Saul as a suitable colleague in the 
work of establishing the Christian 
community there. The impact of the 
movement on the life of Antioch was 
such that the populace found a name 
for the disciples whom they called 
‘*Christians.’’ 

A church which came into exist- 
ence as Antioch did, and which had 
men like Barnabas and Saul as 
leaders, could not help being mis- 
sionary-hearted. So it is not surpris- 
ing to read in 13:1-3 that the 
believers felt the responsibilty of 
testimony to other heathen cities, 
and sought from their company those 
most suited to go forth as mission- 
aries. Barnabas and Saul were the 
obvious choice, although it must 
have pained the church to contem- 
plate parting with them. Convinced, 
however, that the Holy Spirit was 
indicating this course, they overcame 
their feelings and set the two men 
apart for their high and holy task. 
Subsequent events proved the right- 
ness of their decision. 


Lesson Plan 
1, Grateful Convert 
a. Penecost’s ingathering 
b. Barnabas’ generosity 
2. Gracious Helper 
a. Befriending Saul 
b. Encouraging a church 
3. Gifted Worker 
a. Influence at Antioch 
b. The first missionaries 
1. In this series of lessons we 
are thinking of individuals who be- 
came ardent followers of the Lord 
Jesus. We are thus reminded of the 
important truth that God’s grace 
operates in and for individuals— 
that we come to faith in Christ one 
by one. But there have been mighty 
movements of the Spirit when the 
ones have been multiplied into 
thousands, the Lord ‘‘filling the 
aisles’’ with those who sought His 
forgiveness and peace. Thus it was 
at Pentecost when the small com- 
pany of believers was suddenly in- 
ereased by 3000 additions (Acts 
2:41). Among these, it is a reason- 
able assumption, was a man named 
Joses—a Jew from Cyprus, whose 
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of the aristocracy of Britain. 





Saved by a Letter 


The Countess of Huntingdon, one of the early Methodist pioneers 
in England, used to say that she was saved by one letter. She would 
refer to 1 Corinthians 1:26—‘‘Not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called;’’ and would express ~ 
her gratitude to God that Paul did not-say: 

’? included her in the blessings of salvation, for she was a member 


We, too, may be glad for that little letter, remembering that 
Christ’s cause has had the allegiance of persons of wealth and rank, 
who have contributed to it out of their abundance. Following in the 
footsteps of Barnabas, they have dedicated their possessions to the 
Lord and His church, and we honor them for this. 


**Not any.’’ The letter 








gracious nature so impressed the 


apostles that they forthwith changed 
his name to Barnabas, ‘‘son of en- 
couragement.’’ 

Do we believe in and practice 
Christian stewardship? Barnabas 
did. He did not question his obliga- 
tion toward Christ who had saved 
him or toward his fellow believers 
less fortunate than himself. Selling 
his estate, in part or whole, he paid 
the proceeds into the common fund 
of the Jerusalem church. It is not 
surprising that we find him after- 
ward a man of deep spirituality 
and of willing service, for whén we 
have an adequate conception of 
stewardship in money and posses- 
sions we shall also fulfill the other 
requirements of a Christian. 

2. The appropriateness of the 
name Barnabas is demonstrated in 
his relationship with Saul. While 
we may not blame the Jerusalem 
church leaders for being suspicious 
of Saul’s story and motives (remem- 
ber what they had suffered at his 
hands!) we can admire and commend 
the magnanimity of Barnabas. The 
confidence he showed in the one-time 
persecutor by sponsoring him before 
the believers in Jerusalem was fur- 
ther demonstrated when he invited 
Saul to share with him the respon- 
sibilities at Antioch. Thus Barnabas 
introduced to Christian service the 
greatest missionary of all time; a 
reminder to us that the interest we 
show in a life may enlist someone 
for Christ’s service whose influence 
shall reach far beyond our own. 

This splendid quality of friendli- 
ness and encouragement was much 
in evidence in the work of Barnabas 
in Antioch. Had he gone to that city 
in a critical spirit the whole pro- 
gram of Gospel progress might have 
been hindered. We read, however, 
that Barnabas ‘‘when he came, and 
had seen the grace of God, was 
glad’’ (11:23). He nursed that in- 
fant church into maturity by his 
loving ministries. 

2. It is interesting to read 11:27- 
30 which records the generosity of 


the Antioch church toward the 
Christians of Judaea. How success- 
fully Barnabas had transmitted his 
own fine spirit to the church he 
nurtured ! Later we find the believers 
moving out into a missionary 
project; and again we may surely 
assume that this was the result of 
the teaching of Barnabas together 
with Saul. We cannot overestimate 
the contribution of this good man 
to the ongoing of the Gospel. 

Finally, we find him commissioned 
to be Saul’s companion in missionary 
service among the heathen. The man 
who first gave his money added the 
gift of his life—and one is unaccept- 
able without the other. Christ does 
not measure our love by our dollars 
donated to church funds apart from 
our personal devotion to His cause. 
We may have little cash to give, but 
we all have a whole life to bring to 
Him. Let us remember that this is 
what He gave for us. 


MARCH 9, 1952 
Paul, a Prisoner for Christ 
LESSON TEXT: 
PHILIPPIANS 3:4-17 
Golden Text: “One thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and reach- 


ing forth unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the yt: for he 


_ prize of the high calling of God in Christ 


Jesus” (Philippians 4:13). 

In our last. lesson on Barnabas 
mention was made of that Saul of 
Tarsus who became Paul the apostle. 
Thus an introduction has been af- 
forded for this new lesson which 
has as its subject this man who was 
unquestionably greatest among 
‘*Early Followers of Jesus.’’ The 
pupils’ material furnishes a sum- 
mary of Paul’s life, but for details 
it will be necessary to refer to other 
passages in the New ‘Testament. 
Teachers’ material adds Acts 20:17- 
27, 22:3-29 and 2 Corinthians 11: 
24-33 to the Philippians passage. 

No character in the New Testa- 
ment illustrates the transforming 
power of Christ more impressively 
than Paul. And in no other can we 
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find a more eloquent example of self- 
denying service. Paul, one-time per- 
secutor of the church, demonstrates 
the possibilities which reside in every 
life which is yielded to Christ in 
faith and obedience. His life chal- 
lenges every Christian to higher 
standards of devotion, consecration, 
and service. 


Lesson Material ' 


The story of one of the most 
amazing men who ever lived is con- 
densed into a few words in Philip- 
pians 3 :5-7. Here we learn that Paul 
was a Jew by birth, a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin in whose terri- 
tory Jerusalem was situated, and 
although born outside the Holy 
Land, in every sense a true Hebrew. 
In addition, we tearn that he was a 
Pharisee, that is, he belonged to the 
most orthodox and strict of the Jew- 
ish sects, punctilious in his observ- 


ance of the Mosaic law and the 
tradition of the elders. 
In his unconverted days, two 


things gave him merit in his own 
eyes and in the eyes of his fellow 
religionists. The first was his bitter 
opposition to the Christian com- 
munity (‘‘concerning zeal, persecu- 
ting the churech,’’ v. 6), and. the 
other was his wholehearted obedi- 
ence to the law. The greatest dis- 
covery of his life was that these 
things were not ‘‘gain’’ but ‘‘loss;’’ 
in the light which shone upon him 
on the Damascus road he saw that 
his past had been a tragic mistake 
and that the will of God was for him 
to abandon all his cherished ideas 
and ambitions and become a humble 
disciple of Jesus Christ. 


Seeking the Prize 
So in verses 7 and 8 he tells his 
friends in Philippi how he turned 
his back upon the prestige which he 
enjoyed as a Pharisee and a leader 
of the anti-Christian movement, and 
made his life’s aim to ‘‘ win Christ.’’ 


Moreover, he realized that righteous- 


ness could not be attained by human 
effort even in religious activity, but 
that righteousness was the gift of 
God in response to faith in His Son. 
Hence, Paul had put his former 
practices and objectives out of his 
mind, and in their place he had 
enthroned a burning desire to win 
‘*the prize of the upward calling of 
God in Christ Jesus’’ (v. 14). In 
these words he used an athletic pic- 
ture, that of the runner who strains 
every nerve and muscle in order to 
excel. Though Paul believed in 
-‘*imputed righteousness,’’ that is, a 
righteousness granted in response to 
faith and not achieved by a program 
of works, at the same time he also 
believed in a life 6f complete obedi- 
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ence and unstinted service. He knew 
that by the grace of God he would 


attain Heaven; but he also wanted. 


to hear His Master’s ‘‘ Well Done!’’ 

A man must keep very close to 
Christ to be able to offer the counsel 
which Paul gave to the Philippians. 
‘*Be ye followers together of me,”’ 
he said (v. 17). Yet there was no 
suggestion that he had a monopoly 
of Christian steadfastness, for he 
added: ‘‘Note those who tread the 
same path as I do’’ (Arthur §8. 
Way). Paul and other Christians 
were safe examples for others be- 
eause they themselves followed 
Christ (1 Cor. 11:1). 

The sacrifice to which Paul refers 
in this passage would be fully ap- 
preciated by the recipients of this 
letter, which was written from Rome 
during the apostle’s imprisonment 
there. Teachers will find in the other 
selected Scriptures for today an 
elaboration of Paul’s sufferings for 
the sake of the Gospel. It is to other 
sources, however, we must turn for 
the closing scenes of his life. After 
his first imprisonment he was _re- 
leased and, though possessing many 
good reasons for seeking a life of 
retirement and ease, nevertheless 
resumed his missionary activities, 
traveling widely—perhaps even to 
Spain—in order to spread the Good 
News. Under a fresh outbreak of 
persecution against the’ Christians 
Paul was re-arrested, and as antic- 
ipated in 2 Timothy 4:6-7, he laid 
down his life as a martyr for Christ. 


Lesson Plan 
1. A Mistaken Zeal 
a. Paul the persecutor 
b. Sincerity not enough 
2. A Dramatic Discovery 
a. The Damascus road 
b. Right about face! - 
3. A Complete Consecration 
a. A life for Christ 
b. Christ's life for us 
1. One thing Paul never forgot— 
that he once persecuted men and 
women for being followers of Jesus. 
It was a constant source of wonder 
to him that God had chosen him as 
an apostle ‘‘who was before a blas- 
phemer, and a persecutor, and in- 
jurious’’ (1 Tim. 1:13). Raised in 
the strictest form of the Jewish 
religion, he endorsed the action of 
the Sanhedrin in sending Jesus to 
the cross, approved the murder of 
Stephen (Acts 8:1), and considered 
it his life task to stamp out the very 
memory of Christ. In his address 
before Agrippa, Paul emphasized the 
strength of his conviction that he 
was doing God’s work: ‘‘I verily 
thought with myself,’’ he said, ‘‘that 
I ought to do many things contrary 
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth”’ 
(Acts 26:9). 











How this reminds us that sincerity 
is not enough! Paul was sinecere— 
but he’ was wrong, terribly wrong. 
History abounds in examples of 
people who perpetrated awful crimes 
in the belief that they were doing 
the right thing; and today many are 
clinging to .ways of life and to 
religious notions which they hold in 
all earnestness and sincerity, but 
which will lead to tragic disillusion- 
ment. 

2. Paul discovered the evil-of his 
course by a revelation from Heaven. 
No story of the New Testament is 
better known than this; yet it bears 
constant repetition because of the 
important principle which it con- 
tains. Misguided human ideas can 
only be corrected in the light of 
divine revelation: it takes God to 
make men recognize that they are 
wrong. Of course, we are not all to 
expect a repetition of the drama of 
the Damascus road. God has other 
ways of speaking to men, chiefly 
through His Word which is described 
as a lamp for our feet and a light 
for our path (Psa. 119:105). Some- 
times the light from God’s Word 
shows that’ we are on the wrong 
path! 

Paul had to be convinced that he 
was traveling the wrong road, not 
only by his persecution of Chris- 
tians, but also because of his belief 
that he could win divine favor by 
his own efforts. A life of religious 
activity and zeal was his idea of 
gaining Heaven. The greatest dis- 
covery made by Paul was that God’s 
approval could not be earned: that 
salvation was a free gift granted by 
virtue of the cross of Calvary. And 
that is the greatest discovery of any 
life, with results as far-reaching as 
they were for Paul. 

3. Onee eonverted, Paul, the per- 
secutor, became the greatest advocate 
of the Gospel the world has ever 
seen. His surrender and consecra- 
tion were complete. We sing, ‘‘I’ll 
go with Him, with Him, all the 
way,’’ and too often our conduct 
falls short of our profession. But 
Paul did just that. The story of 
what he.endured for Christ and the 
Gospel has never been matched. We 
stand amazed at the catalogue of his 
adventures and the tale of his suf- 
ferings. What prompted him to such 
absolute devotion ? 

Paul’s life was yielded to Christ 
in recognition of the fact that Christ 
had given His life for Paul. He lived 
in daily wonderment at the thought 
of ‘‘the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave Himself for me’’ (Gal. 
2:20). And the cross must be the 


(Continued on page 40) 
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-e- writes a Christian worker in Berlin 
to the Moody Bible Institute 


Colportage Department 


Last year evangelical leaders in 59 other countries also used Institute 
literature, translated into 26 languages. Here are but two of the 
many heart-warming results: 

A young Hindu in India was turned to Christ despite the anger of his 
family; and several university students in China, who tried to ban the 
publication of an Institute book, were saved through reading the book. 

Trying to do the Lord’s work in the most efficient way, the Institute 
encourages the printing of foreign language tracts inside the countries 
where they will be distributed. Printing costs are less, and the tracts do 
not contain the name of an American organization, against which 
there is frequently prejudice. 

World literacy is rapidly increasing, and the printed page can go 
where the missionary often cannot go. Then, too, the gospel in print is 
probably the most economical and effective method of reaching the 
masses. Many cults have taken note of these facts and are distributing 
their literature all over the world at an alarming rate. 


Christian workers everywhere are asking for Moody’s 


gospel literature. As funds are made available by God’s 


people, the Institute will continue its all-important task 


of supplying the gospel in print to a sin-sick world. 
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Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, rreswent 








Many thousands of churches now have 
sound film projection equipment and 
religious motion pictures have come to 
the place where they can no longer be 
ignored. Whether good or ill comes of 
this new medium will depend on an 
informed choice of the films and whether 
they are used to supplement or replace 
the faithful preaching of the Word from 
the pulpit. 

Because Ererniry has been increas- 
ingly requested to carry advertising of 
these films, the Editors believe that both 
out of a sense of duty to those who read 
our advertising and as a further service 
to our subscribers, a film review feature 
must be a necessary part of our publi- 
cation in the future. The decision to 
review these films critically has already 
cost us several hundred dollars in adver- 
tising revenue and we believe this figure 
will continue to grow. Ererniry, how- 
ever, believes that its readers should be 
informed and that its advertising should 
be a service and not just a means of 
revenue. 

As we review films we will have in 

mind first of all spiritual content; we 
will have in mind the manner in which 
that spiritual content is presented. We 
will also have in mind the technical 
presentation of the film. Producers are 
invited to send us films in advance of 
release so that such films will always be 
reviewed promptly. Older outstanding 
films sent us for review will also be 
considered as time permits. 
@ Meet Mr. Texas, produced by Great 
Commission Films for Billy Graham, 
presents the story of a cowhand whose 
sister becomes a Christian in a Billy 
Graham campaign. The man has the 
ambition to get rich and wants none of 
the Gospel. He is thrown from his horse 
and in the hospital comes to the place 
where he, too, decides to accept Christ. 
The best shots of the film are those of 
the Graham campaign, the sequences 
showing him preaching, and Beverley 
Shea singing. The technical work has 
been excellently done by Dick Ross, and 
on the whole, the outdoor shots are very 
fine. The indoor work does not meet the 
same high standard. 

The theology is bad in one or two 
spots. For example, the evangelist’s 
assistant, talking to the heroine in the 
corridor of the hospital, tells her that 
God has promised to do anything “if two 
of you agree,” and presents her brother’s 
accident as a matter on which two can 
thus agree and that therefore God must 
heal him. This is, of course, false. Thou- 
sands of people have thus “agreed” on 
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matters of prayer and the patients have 
died. The true meaning of that promise 
is that if the Holy Spirit gives the same 
burden to two different people inde- 
pendently and without any human 
agreement whatsoever, it is a matter 
that proceeds from God. It is somewhat 
akin to the phenomenon which occurs 
when two people suddenly say the same 
thing without joint preparation. The 
Greek in the idea of “agreement” is 
really that if two people suddenly have 
precisely the same leading or burden, 
God will act. 

There is a play on the emotions in 
parts of the film which seems out of 
harmony with the Word of God. But not 
twenty per cent of the religious films 
that are being produced will be as effec- 
tive as Meet Mr. Texas. It is conceivable 
that many thousands of people will see 
this film and be brought-face to face 
with the question of human need, the 
realization of their own nothingness, and 
of the reality of the claims of Christ. 


@ Fire Upon the Earth, produced by 
DeFrenes for the Westminster Press. The 
narrative concerns the growth of the 
church through the centuries. The 
method of production is the photograph- 
ing of art drawings from different angles. 
It is a Disney without animation. The 
only reason that we can commend the 
film at all is because the art work is 
superb and the coloring charming. The 
rest of the technical presentation, how- 
ever, gives a perfectly wooden effect. 
One of the spectators at our private 
showing remarked, “A quiet, restful half 
hour which enabled me to plan my 
week’s work as far as Wednesday.” 

There is no spiritual content to the 
film whatsoever. A group of people in a 
modern church are pictured froni various 
angles at the beginning and end of the 
film and the idea seems to be that they 
are in a wonderful line of apostolic suc- 
cession and are doing a rather genteel 
and polite thing which is very -much 
the thing to be done by people who want 
to be considered nice. Don’t get this 
film expecting to get a blessing spirit- 
ually; but get it to have your mind 
slightly expanded by the learning of a 
few more historical facts, and by the 
cultural experience of studying the 
nature of the art work and the technique 
which out-glows the script. 


@ Three Minutes to Twelve, produced 
by Missions Visualized, Inc., for Ameri- 
can Association of Jewish Evangelism. 

Technically speaking the film is a good 
amateur production, but it lacks any 











claim to being a really professional job. 
The story concerns a trip to the new 
nation of Israel, and the remarkable 
things that are being accomplished there. 
It is unfortunate that the spiritual de- 
sires of those concerned with the film 
are allowed to run away with their 
theology. While it may be admissible to 
quote a Jewish statesman to the effect 
that the present happenings in Israel are 
a fulfillment of Bible prophecies, it cer- 
tainly should not be so taught by those 
who teach the Bible from an evangelical 
point of view. It could come to pass that 
every Jew in Israel would be massacred 
by the Arabs, but that would not change 
in the slightest the truth that the day 
will come when God Himself will bring 
the nation back to the land and through 
the miracle wonders which He will per- 
form will bring all His prophecies to 
fulfillment. 

The Mission which presents the film is 
a worthy cause and its work should be 
publicized. The film will serve to whet 
human interest in the problem of Pales- 
tine, and perhaps, to stimulate interest 
in Jewish evangelism. All this will be 
to the good. 
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UPON THESE THINGS 


In these times of doubt and uncer- 
tainty, we must mark well the 
things that have become common- 
place. A single atomic bomb could 
change the familiar New York 
skyline to a heap of smoldering 
rubble. Now more than ever before 
the people of New York City are in 
need of spiritual light and guidance. 
The New York Bible Society, since 
1809, has distributed more than 
32,710,491 Scriptures about the 
harbor and within the City of New 
York, the greatest city in the world. 
You too, can have an active part in 
this great work. A New York Bible 
Society Annuity Agreement is a 
positive Christian investment! Not 
only are you assured a regular in- 
come for life, but you will also 
know your funds are helping His 
work. These annuities require no 

supervision, are ly tax free, and 
are a truly Christian investment. 
Plan to “Invest Your Funds for 
God.” write today for our free 
descriptive booklet 

REV. D. J. FANT, GENERAL SECRETARY 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


WEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 
5 EAST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
Pleasesend meyour free booklet describing 
the N. Y. BIBLE SOCIETY ANNUITY PLAN 























commissioned officers 
In 
HCJB advance project 






OPERATION: Power 
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cS x You can hold a captain’s commission in 
K OPERATION: PoWER . . . an amazingly simple plan 
al to provide for the tremendous advance project 
of Radio Station HCJB, The Voice of the Andes— 
a project that will, when completed, send the 


gospel message over the air waves to a potential 
audience of 300 million. 
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ys) To support this strategic advance we need 
four thousand Christians to give a nickel a meal 

for the next year. That’s all it will take to complete 
the increase of HCJB’s power to 100,000 watts 

and make it possible to Herald Christ Jesus’ 
Blessing to every corner of the globe. 
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AY The commission of Captain is yours in 
OPERATION: Pow_Enr. All you need to do is find ten (10) 
Christians who will give a nickel a meal for the next 
year. We will do the rest. Your investment of some 
spare time will play a vital role in OPERATION: POWER. 
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~ $5 Sounds interesting! . . . Please send me full 
information on how to be a Captain in OPERATION: PowER. 
(No obligation of course). Also, send me the booklet on 
your advance program, entitled, STORMING EAR GATE. 
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Christianity and History. By Herbert But- 
terfield. London, G. Bell and Sons. 146 
p. $2.00. 

This book starts out to be one of the 
most exciting, thrilling books of the cen- 
tury but then like a giant firecracker 
that is supposed to go off, fizzes into a 
little whoosh. When I had read the first 
fifty pages I told a friend (Dr. Steele of 
the University Museum of the University 
of Pennsylvania) I thought the book was 
destined to make history. He got the book 
and finished it first and disillusioned me. 


The author is professor of Modern 
History in the University of Cambridge. 
Therefore some of his statements are 
remarkable—until he deflates them by 
teking all meaning from the words he 
uses. He recognizes that there have been 
schools of history that have been “half- 
baked.” He debunks the Romanist idea 
that all that is bad with the world started 
with the Reformation. All this is good. 
Then he goes forward, seemingly, to set 
forth with startling clarity the doctrines 
of original sin and of total depravity. 
Read: “Start simply on the footing that 
all men are sinners.” “The plain truth 
is that if you were to remove certain 
subtle safeguards in society many men 
who had been respectable all their lives 
would be transformed by the discovery 
of the things which it was now possible 
te do with impunity.” “One inference 
from these facts would have to be that 
even when society presents a tidy ap- 
pearance to the historian or the observer 
its human constituents must make a 
pathetic show before a God who searches 
the secrets of the hearts.” “The surface 
of life is comparatively respectable; 
though down below there slumbers all 
the time the volcano that lies in human 
nature, and an unexpected cataclysm 
may bring it into activity.” “The differ- 
ence between civilization and barbarism 
is a revelation of what is essentially the 
same human nature when it works under 
different conditions.” After describing the 
illusion of surface goodness: “It seems 
to me that some of the most inveterate 
talkers during my lifetime have been 


the victims of precisely that optical il-- 


lusion on the subject of human nature 
which I have described; and we have 
gambled very highly on what was an 
over-optimistic view of the character of 
man.” Speaking of greed in human na- 
ture: “This cupidity is at least effective 
enough to organize itself into those vari- 
ous kinds of pressure-groups which are 
always directly influencing governments. 
If it were ncthing more than so to speak 
a little grain of sand in an otherwise 
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perfect watch, it would be sufficient to 
derange the smooth mechanism of that 
orderly progress in which some people 
have put their faith. We may say it sets 
every compass slightly wrong; it puts the 
bend into our wishful thinking; and it 
gives a bias to our very righteousness. 
A civilization may be wrecked without 
any spectacular crimes or criminals but 
by constant petty breaches of faith and 
minor complicities on the part of men 
generally considered very nice people.” 
“As a total result of all this there is a 
gravitational pull in history itself which 
tends to bring down man’s loftiest dreams, 
so that over a considerable span of time 
a long-term purpose generally manages 
to mix itself into a lot of earth.” “The 
Christian Church itself, regarded as a 
visible and terrestrial institution, has 
net been exempt from that bias, that 
curious twist in events, that gravitational 
pull in human nature, which draws the 
highest things downwards, mixes them 
with earth, and taints them with human 
cupidity.” Man has never yet invented 
a form of political machinery which the 
ingenuity of the devil would not find a 
way of exploiting for evil ends.” “Chris- 
tianity alone attacks the seat of evil in 
the kind of world we have been consid- 
ering, and has a solvent for the intel- 
lectual predicaments which arise in such 
a world. It addresses itself precisely to 
that crust of self-righteousness which, by 
the nature of its teaching, it has to dis- 
solve before it can do anything else with 
a man.” 


Now all of this is terrifc. It is the 
expression, by a man who has achieved 
a high position in the historical world, 
of truths which the Bible has set forth 
for all generations. Finally, Professor 
Butterfield concludes. “Those who do 
not believe in the doctrine of the Fall 
can hardly deny that human history has 
always been history under the terms and 
conditions of the Fall.” Taken at face 
value and in the light of Biblical truth 
this is tremendous. But then the fire- 
cracker fizzes. There is a denial of divine 
revelation. In fact he refers almost ad 
nauseam to an “elasticity of mind” which 
he feels is a prerequisite to the percep- 
tion of truth. And this elasticity allows 
him to dismiss the matter of historical 
accuracy as unimportant (pp. 125 ff.). He 
has a Jesus of limited knowledge, who 
gropes after truth. The elasticity of which 
Butterfield is so proud allows him to 
perform amazing mental gymnastics and 
legerdemain with words which evan- 
gelical Christianity construes in quite a 
different sense. 








No theory of history is correct which 
does not see the whole in terms of God 
working out a plan. The structure against 
which all historic facts large and small 
must be placed is the wreck of sin which 
brought about the conflict between God’s 
will and man’s disobedience. The oppos- 
ing spiritual forces of God and Satan 
manifest themselves in the tortuous path 
which human history has followed. But 
God has frequently intervened to guide 
and correct in general and especially in 
His elective grace. Nevertheless, none of 
this would be even suspected. And did 
we not have explicit statements to that 
fact in the Bible, no one would ever have 
guessed at the purpose and plan of God 
in the world. Consequently, the historical 
statements in the Bible, especially those 
which speak of God’s intervention or 
providence, are of extreme importance to 
anyone who would properly understand 
history. We do not discover the fact that 
God is in history; God Himself tells us so 
and furthermore tells us why. Butterfield 
says that humility is the great virtue; 
God says that obedience is. Whom shall 
we believe? The book must be included 
with those of Toynbee, Spengler, Nie- 
breche, Tillich and others as unbiblical, 
and hence unsatisfactory for the Chris- 
tian. D.G.B. 


God’s Best Secrets. By Andrew Murray. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. $2.50. 


In another of its reprint classics, Zon- 
dervan makes a happy choice in offering 
to the reading public Andrew Murray’s 
God’s Best Secrets, a book of daily devo- 
tions. Needless is it to say it is one of 
the great classics in Christian literature. 

The purpose of this work can best be 
set forth in the words of the author 
himself. “The more I think and pray 
about the state of religion in this 
country, and all over the world, the 
deeper my conviction becomes that the 
low state of the spiritual life of Chris- 
tians is due to the fact that they do not 
realize that the aim and object of con- 
version is to bring the soul even here 
on earth, to a; daily fellowship with the 
Father in Heaven.” The purpose of these 
devotional messages is to bring the soul 
into the privileges of its union with 
Christ. 


Each meditation is a page long. There 
is a verse for the day followed by apt 
thoughts upon it. The subjects covered 
in the course of a month are various and 
practical for the soul’s welfare. For ex- 
ample, some of the topics for January 
are From day to day, Fellowship with 
God, Jesus, The Inner Chamber, Faith, 
The Word of God, How to Read God’s 
Word, The Word and Prayer, Obedience. 

R.LK. 





The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can 
be purchased through Eternity 
Book Service, 1716 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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The Life and Works of Flavius Josephus. 
The John C. Winston Company, Phila- 
delphia. $5.00. 

Flavius Josephus was a Jewish histor- 
ian who lived in the first Christian cen- 
tury. He played an important part in the 
rebellion against Rome, 66-70 AD, which 
culminated in the destruction of Jeru- 
salem and the dispersion of the Jewish 
people. At first he sided with the Jews, 
and then after his capture by the Roman 
general Vespatian, with the Romans, 
who pensioned him. His writings, pro- 
duced after he had become a Roman 
citizen, were for Gentile consumption 
and show pro-Roman prejudices. 

This volume, a reprint of a very old 
edition, translated by William Whiston 
in 1737 and superficially revised by A. R. 
Shiletto in 1889-1890, contains principally 
The Antiquities of the Jews and The 
Wars of the Jews. The former sets forth 
the history of the Jews from the creation 
to the outbreak of the rebellion against 
Rome. The latter tells the story of the 
rebellion. 

Josephus is of great value when he 
records contemporary history, and we 
are much indebted to him for his account 
of the uphappy events connected with 
the fall of Jerusalem, foretold by our 
Lord in the Olivet discourse. As for his 
earlier history, it is of little or no value. 
Present-day scholarship does not accept 
his reference to Christ (p. 535) as 
genuine. It was probably added by some 
pious but not too accurate Christian of 
a later day. 

JB.G. 


The Journal of John Wesley. Percy Liv- 
ingstone Parker, Editor. The Moody 
Press, Chicago. 483 p. $3.50. 

The Journal of John Wesley, published 
by the Moody Press of Chicago, is an- 
other in the Tyndale Series of Great 

Biographies. Perhaps no*man has made 

so profund an. impression:on the history 

of a country as did John Wesley on 

England. Whereas the Reformation made 

its appeal to the middle classes, the 

working classes of England were reached 
by Wesley. 

This present volume presents about 
one quarter of the material contained in 
Wesley’s Journal, but it is the most im- 
portant part. It begins with his journey 
to America on his mission to the Indians. 
His return to England is recorded, his 
great experience of salvation, and a his- 
tory of his evangelistic work. The Journal 
closes with a report of his triumphant 
“home-going” by one of his children. 

A. good Christian biography must in- 
clude the steps which lead to a man’s 
conversion and the subsequent steps 
which lead him into the Lord’s service. 
Mr. Parker has done a splendid job in 
giving these details about the founder of 
Methodism. 

Every one ought to read this volume 
in order to see the value of properly 
knowing salvation truth. So many con- 
fuse sanctification with justification. 
Wesley shows the danger to which such 
confusion leads. He also shows what it 
means to know the joy of being saved 
by grace alone. 

R.L.K. 
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A WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 7) 

of the kingdom together before the 
Lord shall come and burn the tares 
which are among the wheat. More 
power to those Catholics who turn 
to the Word and find Christ there 
beyond all the trappings of Rome. 
Pray for this movement. 


PUBLIC SCHOOL PRAYER 

The Board of Regents of the 
state of New York, in charge of 
public education in the Empire 
State, has sent a suggestion to all 
school boards to the effect that each 
day should be begun with a prayer, 
to be spoken at the same time that 
the children pledge allegiance to the 
flag. The suggested prayer: ‘‘ Al- 
mighty God, we acknowledge our 
dependence upon Thee, and we beg 
Thy blessings upon us, our parents, 
our teachers, and our country.”’ 
From the point of view of the Bible 
Christian the praver is incomplete, 
beeause it does not have the words, 


Guaranteed Deposits ....... $2.00: 
Teaching the Word of Truth... 2.50 
God’‘s Methods for Holy Living 2.00 
His Own Received Him Not, But 1.50: 


Order from Eternity Book Service or 





‘‘In Jesus’ Name.”’ It is, perhaps, 
all that is possible in the public 
school system of a secular state. 


ISRAEL AND- THE WEST 


Right m line with the Biblical 
prophecies that Israel shall be in the 
sphere of the western nations at the 
time of the reestablishment of the 
old Roman Empire, is the announce- 
ment by Premier Ben-Gurion that 
the nation of Israel has abandoned 
its policy of nonidentification with 
either East or West, and that its 
policy will now be oriented toward 
the West. The vote of the Knesset 
(Parliament) was 63-16 in backing 
up the Premier’s statement. 


COUNTRY CHURCHES 

The Catholic Rural Life Confer- 
ence meeting recently in Boston was 
told that the church cannot remain 
strong in city areas unless it grows 
stronger in the country. Catholics 
were urged to move to farms and 
small towns. It was pointed out 
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that of the 78,000 small towns and 
villages in the United States, only 
10,000 maintain a Roman Catholic 
church and that no more than 6% 
ef the total Catholic population 
resides on farms. The church desires 
to increase its farm membership to 
at least 16%. The Executive Direc- 
tor of the Cenference said, ‘‘So 
often the Protestant churches in 
their eternal changes, have aban- 
doned the countryside. We, as Cath- 
olics, merely hope to come up to the 
national average. If the Protestants 
don’t have enough sense to stay in 
the country, why should we be pro- 
hibited from going in?”’ 
RABBI APPOINTED CHAPLAIN 

Protestant-founded Boston Uni- 
versity has appointed a Jewish 
Rabbi, Charles S. Freedman, to be 
the chaplain of the university. The 
Rabbi is to supervise the activities 
of the 30 denominational clubs or- 
ganized among the 2,400 students of 
the university. 
THE END OF THE AFFAIR 

A new novel by Graham Greene 
will probably reach the best seller 
list and be widely discussed. Mr. 
Greene is a recent British convert 
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to Roman Catholicism, The novel ‘is 
called The End of the Affair. The 
plot concerns an adulterous love 
affair that ends when the faithless, 
sensual woman, who is its heroine, 
surrenders to the love of God 
(Roman Catholic style) and aban- 
dons her lover. Though masterfully 
written, the novel has been severely 
treated by the critics. The New York 
Times says that the book fails in 
two respects—its central situation 
is not convincing and it is not very 
interesting. The Saturday Review 
of Laterature speaks of its ‘‘monot- 
onously awful atmosphere.’’ Time 
is the most. devastating of all, for 
though it puts the author’s picture 
on its cover, it begins its four-page 
study of Greene and his book with 
the story of the author’s confession 
at a cocktail party that he was 
‘‘feeling like Hell because he had 
been up all night drinking with his 
priest.’’ 

The adulterous affair ended in 
the blitz when the woman going to 
the house which had been designated 
as the rendezvous found her lover 
under wreckage and thought he was 
dead. She went away and made a 
vow to God that if he could be 
spared, she would give him up for- 
ever. He walks into the room while 
she is still praying and the plot of 
the story then goes on to show that 
such a woman could love God even 
more than she loved her lover. The 
quality of such faith, however, is 
seen in a paragraph that is the key 
to the whole horrible error of his 
thinking. He makes his heroine say, 
“*T believe there is a God—I believe 
the whole bag of tricks; there is 
nothing I don’t believe, they could 
subdivide the Trinity into a dozen 
parts and I’d believe. They could 
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dig up records that proved that 
Christ had been invented by Pilate 
to get himself promoted and I’d 
believe just the same. I’ve caught 
belief like a disease.’’ There is, of 
course, no Christianity in such a 
bastard theology of faith. 


SUGAR AND SPICE 

The Reader’s Digest has sent out 
a form letter to a large number of 
ministers saying that they have re- 
ceived so many letters from minis- 
ters telling them of finding sermon 
helps in Digest articles, that the 
thought has come to them, that they 
might prepare sermon outlines for 
ministers and mail them as a non- 
profit service. It would go almost 
without saying that any sermons by 
a group of the type which the 
Digest represents, would be lovely 
sermons of the gospel of sugar and 
spice and everything nice. There 
would be no thought of man’s com- 
plete ruin in sin, nor of God’s per- 
fect remedy in Christ, All would be 
love, brotherhood, and the American 
way of life, with the church becom- 
ing the last ditch redoubt of the 
status quo. 


RACIAL BARRIERS 

Statistics show that politics, sports, 
education, trade unions, and indus- 
try have made. more strides in 
breaking down racial barriers than 
have the churches. It would appear 
that less than 1 per cent of all the 
churches in the U. S. A. have mem- 
bers of more than one race. : 


DENTISTS ATTENTION! 
I recently met the President of a 
dental manufacturing company who 
is a born again man. I told him 
about our missionary in Africa and 
the very fine dental clinic which 
exists in the Camerouns. He imme- 
diately told me that he would sup- 
ply, free of charge, all the materials 
necessary for use in that clinic. He 
followed his offer up with a written 
letter to that effect and a catalogue 
of his goods to be forwarded to 
Africa. This is on its way and the 
contact ‘has been established. 

The man concerned is president 
of a company of manufacturing and 
research chemists. He has not the 
remotest idea that this paragraph 
is appearing in print in Erernity 
and when he reads it there it will be 
seen by him for the first time. I am 
printing it with the thought, how- 
ever, that Christian dentists might 
like to know that there is a Chris- 
tian manufacturer and wish to do 
some of their material purchasing 
through him. Inquiries addressed to 
Eternity, 1716 Spruce St., Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. will be forwarded. 
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FEDERAL AID 

Southern Baptists have again 
shown their high moral thinking by 
their refusal to accept federal aid 
for their hospitals in Alabama. At 
the same time that they refused the 
federal money, they voted to raise 
$675,000 for their own hospitals. 
This follows similar action among 
the Baptists in North Carolina who 
reversed their hospital board’s deci- 
sion to accept federal money and set 
out to raise their own budget. 

At the same time Catholics and 
Methodists accepted federa] money 
in the District of Columbia (the 
R. C.’s got 10 times as much as the 
Methodists). 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BELIEF 

The Russian Orthodox Church in 
America has applied to the World 
Council of Churches for member- 
ship. There are approximately 300 
churches with some 300,000 adher- 
ents in the denomination, headed by 
an Archbishop. It acknowledges the 
spiritual precedence of the Patriarch 
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of Moscow without submitting to his 
authority. 

It is very significant that the 
World Council will admit to its fel- 
lowship a body which believes that 
the Holy Spirit does not come from 
Christ, that prayers should be made 
for the dead, that prayers should be 
offered to the saints and to the Vir- 
gin Mary, and that the real presence 
of Christ is to be found in the com- 
munion bread, that baptism by water 
takes away the original sin of the 
child who is thus sprinkled. Is this 
rea'ly Christianity, or even a form 
of Christianity? Is it not rather a 
Satanic degradation of Christian 
truth into a counterfeit which can 
do no more than destroy the souls of 
those who trust in its pernicious 
teachings? 


FIGHTING CORRUPTION 

The Couneil of Churches has ap- 
proved a campaign to fight corrup- 
tion in U. S. life. Undoubtedly all 
good citizens must be ready to fight 
corruption, but it should be realized 
that the only true method to do away 
with corruption in any circle is to 
bring back the solid virtues that rise 
ovt of a full belief in the absolute 
righteousness of God and His eternal 
demands as set forth in the moral 
law. And the only way to bring 
those precepts to trve life is to allow 
the inner working of the Holy Spirit 
in regenerate hearts. 


COLLEGE IN PAKISTAN 

The provincial government of 
East Pakistan has made available 
to the congregation of the Holy 
Cross a twenty-acre site for the 
building of a new Roman Catholic 
college for Moslem students in 
Pakistan. 
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UNIFORMITY IN THE UNIVERSE 
(Continued from page 19) 

Because God has given us intelli- 
gence and sensory perception, His 
creation can be measured and 
weighed. ‘We find it to be most 
regular. With continued study we 
learn more and more about the de- 
tails of this universe both in space 
and time. Some theologians assume 
that the results of science in space 
can be accepted but those in time 
rejected. This occurs because of 
their paucity of knowledge about 
science. Matter, energy, space, and 
time are indissolubly related. 

When we wish to learn in some 
detail what was or is in the material 
universe, we cannot get this infor- 
mation from the Scriptures. They 
are simply not a textbook on the 
material world. They were not in- 
tended to be. References to natural 
phenomena are brief, general, and 
non-technical. 


e A God of Truth 

The application of the scientific 
method has enabled-man to under- 
stand a great deal abovt the universe 
and its development. While some of 
the detail is lacking, it now ‘seems 
rather we'l established that the vni- 
verse is some four or five billion 
years old, and that at that time most 
of the matter and energy of the uni- 
verse was concentrated in one small 
volume of the whole. Through suc- 
cessive periods of time this matter 
and energy changed acording to 
predictable arrangements from 
known physical and chemical laws 
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until planets, stars and galaxies 
were fornied. Some three billion 
years ago the earth became a planet 
with similar meteorological and 
geological processes to that observed 
today. Successive geologic history is 
fairly well known with greater de- 
tail being available the closer to the 
present we come. The grand pan- 
orama of earth history is derived 
from an almost unlimited number of 
sets of facts, each set depending on 
independent principles. 

There is one other explanation to 
the observed physical and chemical 
data of the universe. If God actualiy 
created the present universe a few 
thousand years ago, He must have 
changed an infinite number of sub- 
stances all.in different ways by 
different amounts so that man gets 
the illusion that the earth has had a 
very long history. Thus in a sequence 
of sedimentary rocks, fossils were 
inserted (including insects preserved 
in amber) which never lived; radio- 
active decay products were intro- 
duced in just the right amount in 
each layer so that the strata appear 
to have been laid down in order in 
the amount of time required for 
normal erosional and_ sedimenta- 
tional processes; coal was placed in 
certain strata with abundant leaf 
impressions and earbonized wood 
which never lived ; some strata were 
tilted with horizontal strata on top 
which contained pebbles and boul- 
ders of the tilted strata which only 
appeared to have come from the 
erosion of the tilted strata ... and 
so on ad infinitum. As far as God’s 
omnipotence is concerned all this is 
possible. 

However, the Christian God is a 
God of Truth, not of deception. Such 
a God is definitely limited. The 
theologians have long recognized 
that the Christian’s God is limited 
by His own attributes. There are 
many things He cannot do. One of 
the most commonly cited things He 
could not do is to lie. Neither can 
He purposely deceive in the physical 
world. This is not a Deist’s God, it 
is a Christian God limited by His 
holy attributes. 


e Can God Create Something With 

a History? 

This is a more subtle question than 
may at first appear. For reasons 
given above, it is probable that God 
would not create a universe of total 
deception in which all the rules 
show it to be old when actually it 
‘was young. On the other hand, if the 
ereated object were local in nature 
(such as a mature man) the entire 
‘set of rules’’ would not be affected. 
It is probable, however, that the 
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immediate creation of a mature man 
would leave certain tell-tale marks 
such that if our knowledge were 
great enough we could detect the 
fact. It should also be pointed out 
that Adam was different from other 
men in quite a number of ways prior 
to the Fall. 

If the first trees were created in 
maturity, they did not have to have 
rings. If they had rings, it probably 
was for structural purposes. In this 
case, it seems unlikely that each ring 
would have successively less Carbon 
14, in just the right amount so that 
it appeared to have-a specific age 
since this would have no structural 
or physiological function. In fact, 
Carbon 14 measurement might have 
been just the data by which God 
would have allowed a man to see that 


the tree was created immediately in. 


mature form, if that is the way it 
actually happened. 

But there is another important 
aspect to this question. Did God 
create anything with a history? Dr. 
Carnell cites (1) the earth and stars, 
(2) animals and plants, and Adam, 
as definite examples. Only by one 
particular—and not too probable— 
interpretation of Genesis can such a 
conelusion be derived. To the con- 
trary, it seems certain that the earth 
and stars were not created in their 
present form. It is probable that 
most, if not all, of the plants and 
animals were not created at full ma- 
turity. It is possible that Adam’s 
body was not created an adult, par- 
ticularly not an adult identical to us. 
The three greatest creative acts of 
tod were the primary creation of 
the universe, the creation of man 
(eternal spirit) and the Incarnation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is of 
interest that none of these were 
created with any history. 

Therefore, since it cannot be 
demonstrated that God ever created 
something with a history and the 
three greatest acts yielded products 
without any material history, it can- 
not be argued very strongly that 
‘God couldn’t create anything if 
he couldn’t create it with a history.”’ 
The whole question appears rather 
academic. 


e Carbon 14 Method of Age 

Determination 

The Carbon 14 method is rela- 
tively new, it is quite precise for 
the dating of relatively recent ma- 
terials, but is only one of many 
methods of getting absolute dates 
and it is only usefnl for about the 
Jast 30,000 years of time (compare 
with 4 billion). Christians should be 
aware of the new Carbon 14 method 
becavse of its highly quantitative 
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nature and because of its applica- 
bility to archeological materials. 
The results may cause some revision 
of certain of our interpretations of 
the Scriptures as they have already 
caused many archaeological concepts 
to be changed. For example, it is 
already certain that man was in 
North America at least 11,000 years 
ago. None of the presumably older 
European fossils have yet been 
tested. It is imperative that we do 
not hide our heads in the sand but 
rather that we diligently seek to in- 
tegrate that which is reasonably 
demonstrable fact into our Christian 
world-view. 


e Conclusion 

Christians should believe in a gen- 
erally uniform universe and keep 
themselves informed as to the best 
factual information about their uni- 
verse. Suclt a concept does not rule 
out miracles nor make them deists. 
Since the God of the Christian is a 
God of truth, He would not willfully 
deceive any more than willfully lie. 
Therefore, a single interpretation of 
the physical-chemical data of the 
universe remains which shows it to 
have had a history billions of years 
long. If we accepted the idea that 
God deceived man about the origin 
and development of the universe, 
how could we believe in Him for any 
other truth? Christianity would be 
futile if our God were known to have 
deceived on any one thing. God is 
thus limited by His attributes. 

The Carbon 14 method of age 
determination, while irrelevant for 
the philosophical aspect of this dis- 
cussion, is of great importance to 
thinking Christians because results 
derived therefrom will, at least, put 
a power limit on the antiquity of 
man. 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from page 15) 
at the Observatory, at Palisades, 
New York, and the director of this 
scientific institute, J. Laurence 
Kulp, who is a born- -again man, is 
the one who has given me the leads 
for this present story, and who has 
kindly read the manuscript, giving 
me further suggestions and revisions. 

Now we begin to see some of the 
results as they affect the Bible and 
its study. Within the past few years 
the archaeological world was rocked 
by the discovery of the now famous 
Dead Sea scrolls. The most important 
of these was the complete manu- 
script of the prophecy of Isaiah. It 
had been found in a cave southeast 
of Jerusalem by some shepherds. Its 
authenticity was questioned by some, 
who declared that it might date from 
the Middle Ages. The linen wrap- 
pings of the “manuscript were se- 
eured for the test, and the answer of 
carbon 14 was 1917 + 200. Subtract 
this from our year 1951 and you 
have 34 with a plus or minus of 200, 
bringing the possible date back to 
well before the time of Christ. While 
a positive and final date cannot be 
established from the one test that 
has been made, the carbon test defi- 
nitely removed the manuscript from 
the Middle Ages and put it back to 
the time of Christ. 

Tests on geological materials give 
an answer concerning the surface of 
the earth which will have a great 
effect on the interpretation of the 
book of Genesis and on some of the 
chapters on chronology | in the Bible. 
There is no difficulty in a date of 
6095 years ago for some wheat and 
barley grain taken from Upper K 
Pit No. 13 of the Fayum A material 
in Egypt. Charred bones from vari- 
ous layers of Belt Cave in Iran gave 
results. between 8004 and 10, 560 
years. Charcoal from a cave in 
France, long known for its wall 
paintings, gave the age of 15,516 
years. Plant debris from Lea Valley 
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Arctie Bed north of London, older 
than 20,000 years. Oak wood debris 
from interglacial period, Cambridge, 
test 480, at least 17,000 years. A 
large log from the Tazewell or Cary 
drift near Oxford, Ohio, at least 
15,000 years. 

In scores of tests the residue of 
carbon 14 is so small that the testers 
are forced to give up any thought of 
accurate dating under the present 
state of the method, and to say, 
“*Older than 20,000 years,’’ though 
in the last months techniques have 
raised this figure to 30,000 years. 

Of materials from the United 
States there have been hundreds of 
tests from many parts of the conti- 
nent which show that beams, bones 
of men and charcoal from their 
caves, and certain artifacts, demon- 
strate a continuous history of man 
with the possession and use of fire, 
tools, and other factors of a eivili- 
zation, for a period of more than 
11,000 years. 

Archaeologists in America have 
been forced to revise their ideas in 
many points. Certain civilizations 
long thought to be ‘‘primitive’’ are 
shown to be much more recent than 
other civilizations which were 
thought to be very ‘‘advanced.’’ 
There have been a few die-hard 
archaeologists who were not willing 
to give up their theories to fit with 
the known facts, but the evidence is 
such that it cannot be accounted for 
by any chance. 

Within the coming months there 
will be brought to the United States 
samples of bones of animals and of 
men that date back in geological 
strata which are thought by scien- 
tists to be from 11,000 to 100,000 
years old. Though the final result 
will be known only when the radio- 
carbon tests have been run, there is 
a very high probability, in yew of 
tests that have been run on other 
matter from the same strata, that the 
age of the Neanderthal man will be 
shown, beyond all question, to be 
more than 30,000 years. 

What is going to be the effect of 
this information upon the interpre- 
tation of the Bible? Let me set forth 
some of the possibilities. In the first 
place, Ussher’s chronology, as 
printed in the margins of many 
Bibles, is demonstrated to be abso- 
lutely false. The idea of the creation 
of the earth at any period like 6,000 
years ago is no more tenable than is 
a theory of a flat earth, or a sun 
revolving around the earth. This 
chronology had long been abandoned 
by many conservative scholars on 
Biblical grounds. Because of the im- 
portance of the matter I expect to 
publish an article on Biblical chron- 
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ology in a forthcoming issue that 


will show other possibilities of 
reckoning that are consistent with 
inspiration and which push the time 
period back by considerable periods. 
In case someone is reading this 
present article who might not see 
the forthcoming article on chronol- 
ogy, I point merely to Matthew 1:17, 
‘*So all the generations from Abra- 
ham to David are fourteen genera- 
tions; and from David until the 
carrying away into Babylon are 
fourteen generations; and from the 
carrying away into Babylon unto 
Christ are fourteen generations.’’ 
Now it is obvious to anyone who has 
an Old Testament that there are 
more than fourteen generations re- 
corded in the ancient accounts of the 
genealogies, but that fourteen are 


chosen here in the New Testament 
account. It is as though someone, 
naming the presidents of the United 
States, gave Washington, Jefferson, 
Lincoln, Grant, Theodore Roosevelt, 
ete., and omitted on purpose, the 
lesser presidents. It is definitely 
known that such a method was used 
in the first of Matthew. If we com- 
prehend that such a method was 
used in the Old Testament chronolo- 
gies, and that possibly dozens of 
names at a time were omitted from 
the record, the age of the human 
race is pushed back considerably. 
We shall go into this in some detail 
in a future study. 4 

There is some limit, however, to 
which such interpretations can be 
pressed. At all events we must soon 
draw conclusions from scientific ex- 


periments. which are certain, and 
which will almost certainly show 
that there existed on this earth 
more than 30,000 years ago, beings 
who walked upright, who used tools : 
and fire, who drew pictures on walls, 
and who left behind them other evi- - 
dences of belonging to the race of 
homo sapiens. Several theories have 
been advanced .to account for the 
data, some of which are clearly not 
tenable with any theory of inspira- 
tion, and other ideas which have 
been put forth which are consistent 
with inspiration. ¥ 
Professor Kulp is too much of a 
scientist to issue a flat statement of 
certainty in these matters. I do not, 
however, think that I am misquoting 
him when I set forth his present 
possible interpretation in the follow- 
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ing terms. The first verse of Genesis 
is not a record of an instantaneous 
event, but rather an expression 
covering time and process. The sec- 
ond verse would be an excellent 
deseription of a complete, discrete 
celestial body. Hot nuclear gas 
would be without form, and the void 
would describe the emptiness of the 
earth before God intervened in fur- 
ther acts of creation, covering vast 
periods of time and development. 
The first of the seven days would be 
an apt deseription of what the sur- 
face of the earth looked like after 
it had cooled down. The second day 
would describe the epoch when there 
was condensed water vapor above, 
and liquid water below. By the third 
day the surface of the earth was 
eool enough for plant life to be 
initiated. By the fourth day the next 
meteorological stage had been 
reached; the earth had climate as 
we have it today, and the sun and 
the moon and the stars became visible 
from the surface of the earth. On the 
fifth day animal life was initiated, 
and it is to be noted that it was still 
being initiated on the sixth day. This 
coincides with the findings of geol- 
ogy, for no fossils of invertebrates 
have ever been found in pre-Cam- 
brian rocks, but they suddenly ap- 
pear, all at once in the Cambrian 
age. Evolutionary geologists have 
attempted in many ways to account 
for this, but their explanations have 
been shallow and untenable. 
Further, I believe that I am not 
distorting Professor Kulp’s ideas 
when I state that the interpretation 
hinges on the fact that the Bible 
does not say exactly how God 
created the forms of animal life, and 
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then man. He would not look upon 
the seven days as seven eras of 
geologie time, but as a parallel de- 
scription of a chronological succes- 
sion which is exactly that which is 
observable to the trained eye of the 
geologist. 

Someone has put forth the idea 
that when the Bible states that God 
formed man out of the dust of the 
ground, it would not necessarily 
mean that He took actual dust in 
its dry-earth form. We know that all 
of the elements found in nature— 
92 of them—are to be found in the 
human body. There is even some 
uranium in all of us. It has been 
suggested that the dust into which 
God breathed the eternal spirit in 
an absolute act of creation, was dust 
that was already walking about in 
some sort of physical life that was 
not man. This act of divine breathing 
would be the creation of man. Under 
such an interpretation, the bones of 
manlike creatures which are found 
throughout: the earth from great 
periods of antiquity would not be 
human bones, in the Biblical sense 
of the definition. The idea, set forth 
by such men as Brunner, is that 
creation in the Genesis sense took 
place when God put a divine spirit 
within some half-man-half-beast and 
made him all man. I believe that I 
mirror Professor Kulp’s thought 
when I say that there must have 
been something much greater than 
a gradual development. He cannot 
coneeive that the vertebrate eve 
could have developed, for example, 
but that it must have come in an 
absolute act of creation. 

It should be noted that I have 
made no reference whatsoever to the 


so-called Flood Geology, which has 


‘been repudiated by all scientists on 


scientific grounds and by many 
earnest Christians on Biblieal 
grounds. The ideas advanced by 
George MacReady Price and popu- 
larized by Harry Rimmer have never 
been true either to the Bible or to 
the geological facts. (This in no wise 
affects the quality of Dr. Rimmer’s 
very fine work in other phases of 
Bible study, but it is to be regretted 
that he followed the Seventh-Day- 
Adventist Price -in his geological 
aberrations. ) 

Another theory which must be re- 
jected also is that there were multi- 
ple creations at different times and 
in different parts of the world. This 
must be rejected beeause of the flat 
statement that God has made all 
nations of one blood (Acts 17:26). 
and because of all the teaching in 
Romans five concerning the effects 
of sin coming by means of the sin 
of one man (Rom. 5:12). 

I am inclined to think that. per- 
haps the secret is going to be found 
in an enlargement of the idea set 
forth in Second Peter three. Answer- 
ing the seoffers who refuse to believe 
in the Word of God concerning the 
return of the Lord, the Ho'y Spirit 
causes Peter to write: ‘‘For this 
they willingly are ignorant of, that. 
by the Word of God the Heavens 
were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the water and in the water; 
whereby the world that then was, 
being overflowed with water, per- 
ished:’’ I am convinced from the 
Bible as well as from the outside 
testimony that this can never be 
made to apply to the Flood. I have 
always put this verse back into the 
period between the first and second 
verses of Genesis. 

It should be stated immediately 
that geologists find no geological 
evidence whatsoever for any uni- 
versal catastrophe in nature that 
could become evidence for a univer- 
sal judgment at the time of the flood, 
nor will they admit any catastrophe 
at any prior time for which they 
have evidence. 

I am concerned with some definite 
evidence, however, that ‘must be ac- 
counted for, both in the Bible and 
in the strata of the earth’s surface. 
That very important evidence is the 
presence of death in the earth. No 
matter how far back the rocks are 
dated, there is still evidence of some 
form of life, and of the cessation of 
that life. I do not believe that any 
Christian theologian of whatever 
persuasion would ever accept that 
God created any type of death as a 
normal order within the framework 
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- of benevolent law. I do not believe 


that any Christian theologian of 
whatever persuasion would ever ac- 
cept that there could be death with- 
out prior sin. When we find fossils— 
even fossils of inseets or algae—we 
have the proof of the existence of 
life, but their very presence also 
proves the existence of death. 

We also read in the Word of God, 
‘‘For the earnest expectation of the 
creation waiteth for the manfesta- 
tion of the sons of God. For the 
creation was made subject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of Him 
who hath subjected the same in 
hope. Because the creation itself 
also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of 
God. For we know that the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now’’ (Rom. 
§:19-22). Beyond any question, 
therefore, the Word of God tells us 
that the creation round about us is 


- in a judged condition, groaning and 


travailing. No system of interpreta- 
tion which looks upon the history 
which is to be found in the strata of 
the earth’s crust as being the normal 
development of God’s laws can be 
accepted, unless it be understood 
that it is the law of sin and death 
which is in operation in the earth. 
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And the beginning of that operation 
—a billion or more years ago if you 
like—was a judgment upon sin; not 
man’s sin but the sin of Lucifer. 
Cannot the following fit both the 
Bible and geology and radiocarbon 
dating? Im the beginning God 
created the Heavens and the earth. 
Like all of His creation, it was per- 
fect ; ‘As for God His ways are per- 
fect’’ (Psa. 18:30). In that creation, 
the topmost being, Lucifer, became 
Satan, and death passed upon the 
universe. There had to be the en- 
trance of death when sin entered 
the universe. The marks of that death 
are everywhere throughout the 
whole world. I am willing at this 
point to agree with anything that 
has been expressed above as an in- 
terpretation that might be accepted 
by Professor Kulp. Hot nuclear 
gas! All right. Anything goes. Slow 
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mant, sinking into the sea and rising 
again; life growing and changing; 
mutations appearing and new forms 
developing. 

I would not even balk dt accepting 
a 30,000 year old Neanderthal man, 
or a million year old man if they 
find one and date his bones from the 
radioactive carbon remaining in 
them. Divine intervention could 
have taken place at any instant in 
this long history, and I am inclined 
to believe that it did take place 
comparatively recently. 

God intervened in creation. The 
moment that we set forth such an 
idea we pose a problem that must 
be faced by the carbon dater. I asked 
Professor Kulp to bear with me 
while I set forth a problem : Suppose 
that carbon dating were so accurate 
that any carbon bearing material 
could be dated down to the exact 
month of its origin. Suppose a 
small boy passed by a carbon dating 
laboratory with six loaves and three 
fishes. One of the loaves, we will 
say, is dated as coming from wheat 
six months old. One of the fish is 
seen to have been smoked’ three 
years. A few minutes after the ex- 
periment the boy gives the remain- 
ing five loaves and two fishes to 
Christ, who creates thousands of 
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loaves. and fishes. If these were car- 
bon dated would they be different 
from the others? Yet they would be 
but seconds old. In other words, 
creation must, in many instances, 
have instantaneous maturity. Pro- 
fessor Edward John Carnell has 
expressed this same idea by asking 
if the original trees, created by God, 
were possessed of tree rings showing 
age. On the first day of creation did 
the earth have layers and strata of 
soil in it? Were there mountains . 
and valleys? Did the original crea- 
tion have diamonds in it? Did God 
create distant stars with their light 
rays already touching the earth? 
Was Adam created a grown man? If 
you answered in the affirmative to 
any of these questions you have 
admitted that carbon dating does not 
hold in all circumstances. 

Yet the striking accuracy of the 
tests will not allow them to be 
pushed aside lightly. We must ap- 
praise every phase of the question 
and reassess our position. We will 
join anybody in saying that if God 
wanted to, He could have created 
the world on January ist, 1952, with 
everything in it as we know it today, 
and that all the memory which we 
have is but creation, and that all we 
know .as history was created along 
with everything else. You can let 
your imagination run as wildly as 
you like, and the answer is still 
‘*yes,’’ that God could have done 
it. But we ask: Did He? And we are 
going to seek further answers. 

This present study must be con- 
sidered as tentative. I felt that it 
was necessary to get the problem 
before our readers as soon as pos- 
sible, and I am proceeding at once 
to communicate with scientists who 
are Christians on both sides of the 
Atlantic, in order to get a consensus 
that may be helpful in arriving at a 
solution. I expect to publish further 
material setting forth the views of 
various men who have both the hum- 
ble attitude of faith and high aca- 
demic position. THE END 





SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from page 25) 
measuring rod for our service. We 
cannot estimate our obligation by 
considering the yieldedness of other 
lives or the intensity of their labor 
in the Gospel. It must be in full view 
of Calvary that we determine how 
much we are prepared to give for 
Christ, how far to go with Him, how 
much to endure for Him. It has been 
truly said that the secret of Paul’s 
life was not that he had more of 
Christ but that Christ had more of 

him. THe END 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 13) 

It means ‘‘to set down as a matter 
of account.’’ Love, then, does not 
‘‘enter up a wrong.’’ It has no 
thought of ‘‘getting even,’’ so has 
no need of a record of such debts. 
It keeps no ‘‘little black book.’’ 
Wrong, under all circumstances for 
the truly Christian character, is a 
matter to deplore. Wrong is nega- 
tive, nihilistic. Good is positive and 
creative. Hence the two clauses here 
which amplify the first. 

Any wrong, to whomsoever done, 
is properly a matter for regret. All 
truth, wherever found, is a matter 
for rejoicing. ‘‘ Love,’’ Moffatt trans- 
lates, a trifle daringly, ‘‘is never 
glad when others go wrong.’’ He 
thus places the emphasis on malice. 
Orr’s version is aimed at human 
unconcern. ‘‘Love,’’ it runs, 
‘mourns over iniquity.’’ Its atti- 
tude, in other words, is positive. 
Not content with abstaining from 
evil, it makes evil an object of live 
concern. From this flows a delight 
in goodness, truth, beauty, where- 
ever found. Such joy balances the 
grief of the clause before, and pro- 
duces that equilibrium of person- 
ality which is consciously present 
in the mind of Paul. 

A crowd, it is related, stood in 
an Eastern market place, pouring 
disgust on the careass of a dog. 
His skin, how torn! His fur, how 
clotted with blood and mud! A voice 
spoke quietly behind them. ‘‘ And 
pearls would not equal the white- 
ness of his teeth.’’ The men turned. 
“It must be Jesus of Nazareth,’’ 
they said, and withdrew in shame. 
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. and ABHORS CYNICISM 
VERSE SEVEN. 


Love is always tolerant, always 
trustful, always hopeful, always 
patient. 


The verse fires four rapid shots 
against the cynicism to which our 
common disillusionment is prone. It 
is not intended to be a prescription 
for making money. It describes, and 
nothing more, true Christian char- 
acter, and sets a standard calculated 
to humiliate most of us. The order 
of the clauses is what the old gram- 
marians called a chiasmus. They 
group themselves a, b; b, a. Tolera- 
tion links with patience. Trustful- 
ness and hopefulness go together. 
That is good reason for rejecting 
Wand’s translation of the first verb. 
He renders ‘‘Love keeps its own 
counsel.’’ In classical Greek the verb 
used means ‘‘to cover, or conceal,’’ 
and Paul here seems rather to have 
in mind the gracious attitude of a 
who excuses his neighbor’s 
fault, who practices forgetfulness of 
wrong, and avoids all advertisement 
of another’s imperfections. 

It is the positive side of the qual- 
ity listed in the previous verse. 
Such a man ‘‘does not rejoice be- 
cause of wrong-doing.’’ His reti- 
cence on such matters is a cloak 
behind which sin may find self- 
consciousness and repentance. He 
‘*eovers, conceals’’ such things. Such 
is tolerance, and, as the philosopher 
said, being men, we owe the world 
a debt of it. Compare Paul’s use of 
the word in Chapter 9:12. ‘‘We 
suffer all things,’’ he then writes. 
From such an attitude of splendid 
self-control flows the trust, the hope, 
the endurance, of the rest of the 
verse. Illustrate all four from 
the Lord’s attitude toward Judas. 


‘Judas was still there, known, under- 


stood, and yet endured, until the 
Last Supper. His feet were washed 
with the rest. Hope and trust could 
hardly go further. And if in poor 
imitators of the Master hope and 
trust are betrayed, the prescribed 
reaction is endurance, not cynicism. 
Hugo’s story of the Bishop in the 
first chapter of Les Miserables is 
illustration of the superb fruit 
which sometimes follows. For such 
fruit Christ ‘‘endured’’ (the same 
verb occurs in Heb. 12:1) the cross. 
These four heavy demands are cal- 
culated to try the best of men. They 
are none the less categorical. The 
whole chapter points a blade of un- 
wavering steel at the second-rate 
adaptations of true religion with 
which we are content. 
THE ENpD 





THE ONE HUNDRED TEXTS 
(Continued from page 6) 
Commentary). It is true, as Dr. 
Dods observes, that style is not alto,’ , 
gether a matter of words, but it is 
largely dependent. on words. It has - 
yet to be shown that the peculiar 
mechanism (if we may use the word) 
which characterizes St. John’s writ- 
ings is not a recognized form, 
capable of cultivation by more than 
one writer or speaker. (c) St. John 
tells us that the speeches were 
chosen with a-deliberate object. They 
embody replies to objections and are 
addressed to particular classes with 
particular difficulties. This accounts 
largely for the difference in tone 
and (d) the more advanced and 
technical phraseology. (e) The psy- 
chological impossibility of the ut- 
terance coming from John must be 
pondered. If we attribute the dis- 
courses to his genius, then John 
was equal to, if not greater than, 
the Christ of the Synoptists. (f) The 
discourses are not given in extenso, 
they are bedded in a framework 
which serves as a _ connecting 
medium, and the necessity for con- 
densation would permit the apostle 
to cast them somewhat in his own 
mould of thought while pressing the 
essential argument of the Master. 
(g) We must guard against the as- 
sumption too readily made that the 
ipsissima verba of a speaker is the 
sole criterion of accuracy and 
fidelity, on the part of the reporter, 
to the great ideas embodied in a 
speech. On the other hand, the very 
form in St. John is so sublime that 
we must hold that it belongs natur- 
ally to the sweep of the ideas, and 
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comes primarily from the Master 
Himself. We have not all the words 
that our Lord spake, but surely, 
unless we have the great words true 
to the form of utterance, it is hard 
to see how we so readily assent to 
the verdict of the officers—‘‘ Never 
man spake like this man.’’ (h) It is 
not quite evident that our Lord de- 
livered the discourses in Aramaic, 
and that John translated into Greek. 
It may be so, but proof if lacking 
(see T. K. Abbot, Essays in Bible 
Subjects). (i) It is absurd to as- 
sume that St. John made no note of 
any of our Lord’s utterances, and 
relied solely on his memory after a 
lapse of fifty years. The demand for 
his special knowledge must have 
been great, and it is much more 
probable that he frequently told the 
story of the encounter of his Master 
with ‘‘the Jews.’’ It is an unwar- 
rantable assumption that he never 
committed to writing even rough 
notes of these discourses which had 
so interwoven themselves into his 
spiritual life as to raise the problem 
above discussed. The whole subject 
should be carefully examined by the 
teacher. 

‘*HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.”’ 
—Great theological ideas have clus- 
tered around this phrase. It is well 
to remind ourselves that in its 
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Biblical use it means first and pri- 
marily simply ‘‘an only ehild.’’ But 
all men, have a relation of sonship 
to God (Lk. 3:23-38). It was in- 
evitable, therefore, that the peculiar 
type of sonship here indicated 
should receive notice. Origen in- 
vented the term ‘‘eternal genera- 
tion’’ to convey the double idea of 
a filial relation and eternal existence 
on the part of the Son of God. Per- 
haps the best way that we can 
conceive the special character of 
the Divine Sonship is to remember 
that, while we live and move and 
have our being in God, in Him, who 
is the Only begotten Son the fullness 
of the Godhead dwells. 

‘“‘BELIEVETH.’’—A very useful 
indication of the meaning of this 
word is discoverable by comparing 
its use here with that in John 2:24: 
‘‘Jesus did not trust Himself to 
them’’ (R.V.). To believe is to com- 
mit the whole soul to the Master in 
trustful reliance without any reserve 
or shadow of suspicion as to His 
power and goodness. 

Flacius well observes that this 
verse, and the two preceding ones, 
comprise all the causes of justifica- 
tion: (1)'The remote and efficient 
cause, God’s love. (2) The approxi- 
mate efficient cause, the gift of God’s 
Son. (3) The material cause, 
Christ’s exaltation on the cross. 
(4) The instrumental cause, faith. 
(5) The final cause, eternal life 
(Ryle in loc.). 


Rome and the Blessed Virgin Mary 
The Church of Rome describes the 
love of Mary as of the same quality 
as that of God. ‘‘She could not, 
however, more fully display the 
greatness of her charity than she 
did in the offering which she made 
of her Son to death for our salva- 
tion. On this subject Saint Bona- 
venture says, ‘MARY SO LOVED 
THE WORLD AS TO GIVE HER 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON’ ’’ (Glor- 
ies of Mary, p. 478. Capitals ours.) 
The late Cardinal Cullen thrice 
repeated the following eulogium, 
in his pastorals for the years 1851, 
1852, and 1860: ‘‘Nor- can it be 
doubted that the despairing sinner, 
who sees even in a crucified God 
but a prodigy of justice, has often 
felt his heart melt into compunction 
as he raised his eyes to her, in whom 
he saw nothing but mercy, and 
through whose intercession he dared 
to hope for pardon.’’ 
@ This concludes the matter that is pre- 
sented on this one text. Again, I cannot 
too strongly urge the purchase of this book 
and am quite sure that any minister can get 
one hundred sermons from it that would be 
a very great blessing to his congregation 
and would establish them in the truth. 





EvernitTy 














THE ART OF LIVING 


(Continued from page 17) 

with others. At Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, for example, the student 
does not merely go to lectures and 
read books (although. these, too, are 
indirectly contacts with persons) 
but he goes to his tutors for more 
intimate converse, and of course 
rubs shoulders with a large number 
of other students. So in the school 
of life we learn both from the excep- 
tionally wise and from one another. 
Sir Richard Steele made this charm- 
ing observation about Lady Eliza- 
beth Hastings: ‘‘To love her is a 
liberal education.’’ It is always 
stimulating to have contact with 
other minds, as thereby our own are 
sharpened, adjusted, modified, and 
developed. The ancient description 
of the educational process was to 
‘‘sit at the feet. of’’ so-and-so, and 
if we are sufficiently humble to sit 
at the feet of others we. will dis- 
cover rich rewards. 


Above all, like Mary of Bethany 
we should delight to sit at ‘the feet 
of Jesus. For the original meaning 
of the word ‘‘disciple’’ is ‘‘learner’’ 

r ‘‘pupil,’’ just as the Greek word 
rendered ‘‘Master’’ in our English 
Bible means ‘‘Teacher.’’ He is the 
Teacher, and we are His pupils. The 
love which we profess to Him must 
be more than mere emotion. We are 
to love Him with all our mind, and 
it is in the school of Christ that the 
mind becomes properly attuned and 
trained and developed. The Lord 
Jesus who is Himself Wisdom in- 
carnate welcomes us in the words: 
‘*Come unto Me... take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me’’ (Mt. 
11:28, 29). From Him who is the 
‘*Wisdom of God’’ we may receive 
through intimate personal contact 
deathless learning, true knowledge, 
and profound wisdom. 


(All rights reserved. This article may not 
be reproduced either in part or im its 
entirety without the written permission of 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 15) 

more can God turn the heart of an ordinary 
mortal! God was reaching down in grace 
for Rebekah even as He had previously 
called Abraham alone (Isa. 51:2), and in- 
clined the hearts of her people to let 
her go. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU ART LORD 
OVER ALL. 

17 
THEY BLESSED REBEKAH (24:60) 

God comes to you today as the servant 
came to the family of Rebekah. He wants 
you to be willing in the day of His power 
and to yield to Him in all things. Some of 
you are hearing the voice of God as He 
tells you that He wants a daughter or a 
son for the ministry or the mission field. 
Do not hold back your beloved. Do not 
allow the heart of the flesh to yearn be- 
cause your child will not become something 
of importance in the world. Do not give a 
grudging consent to their call to oneness 
with Christ and separation from the world. 
Even though you know that it means a 
lonely path for you in the future, accom- 
pany them to the point of departure and 
send them away with the blessing of God 
ringing in their ears. True love puts the 
interests of God before self-interest. Bless 
your Rebekah and commit her to Isaac. 
LORD, MAY WE SURRENDER OUR OWN TO 
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February 18 
LET THY SEED POSSESS THE GATE (24:60) 

There are many prophecies in the Bible 
which were uttered by men who did not 
know the Lord in yieldedness to His will. 
The outstanding example is Caiaphas who 
set forth that it was expedient that one 
man should die for ihe people. “This he 
spake not of himself; but being high 
priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
should die for that nation . . . and gather 
together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad” (John 11:51, 52). 
In like manner Balaam prophesied under 
the power of God, even saying things that 
were against his own will (Num. 22:38). 
Here the family of Rebekah pour down a 
divine blessing upon the head of the woman 
who is to be the mother of the line of 
Christ. They knew not that they were 
prophesying that Israel should be great 
and that the Messiah should come from 
her. But God knew, and the word was 
steadfast. 

LORD, ALL PRAISE TO THEE FOR THE WORD 
OF THY PURPOSE. 

February 19 
THEY RODE UPON THE CAMELS (24:61) 

It was a long slow journey. Camels 
travel about three miles an hour on a long 
desert journey, and the way was hot and 
dirty. But she was on her way to be 
married to a man whom she had never 
seen. Any woman and most men can well 
imagine the nature of her thoughts. She 
was thinking of Isaac. She was remember- 
ing the thjngs that had been told her about 
him. She was awakening to the glory of 
the divine call and realizing that she had 
been the object of the free grace of God. 
The bracelets on her arms reminded her 
that she was going to Isaac. The desert 
around her reminded her that there was a 
land of green that lay ahead. The slow 
movement of the beasts of the desert re- 
minded her that she was step by step 
nearer to Isaac. Thus it is that we move 
through the desert journey of this life on 
our way to Christ, whom having not seen 
we love (1 Pet. 1:8). 

LORD, MAY EVERY STEP REMIND US THAT WE 
GO TO CHRIST. 

February 20 
THEY FOLLOWED THE MAN (24:61) 

The servant typifies the Holy Spirit, and 
in our desert journey it is He who leads us 
on our way to Christ. We may be sure that 
the servant watched Rebekah, and if he 
saw that the heat of the day was great, 
and if she seemed too fatigued, he could 
quickly rouse her by coming to tell her 
another: story about Isaac. Did she say to 
him, “How tall did you say he was? What 
is the color of his eyes? Tell me again the 
story you told about Isaac . . .” It must 
have been thus, and thus it is with the Holy 
Spirit and our journey. He comes to 
whisper to us of Christ. “He is.the fairest 
of ten thousand. He is the bright and 
morning star. He is the lily of the valley.” 
Does the way seem long? The Spirit tells 
us of the Bridegroom we are on our way 
to meet. Our hearts leap with joy that we 
are to be joined to One who is altogether 
lovely. 

LORD, TELL US MORE OF CHRIST. 
February 21 
THE SERVANT WENT HIS WAY (24:61) 

There can be no question of the route if 

we are going on with God. There is only 
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one right way in the Christian life and 
that is the way of the Holy Spirit. We 
may not follow our whim but must be 
yielded to His leading. We must not be 
turned aside by what we think is practical 
common sense, even, for the Lord’ has said, 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and 
lean not unto thine own common sense” 
(Prov. 3:5). For our understanding is our 
common sense and must not be the final 
map of our journey. The Spirit is with us 
to lead us and we must be submitted to His 
guidance. We have the chart of the journey 
in the Word of God, and the path is 
marked by the multitudes of God’s people 
who have walked the way before us and 
who have reached home. 
LORD, MAY WE EVER BE LED IN THY WAY. 
Febroary 22 
ISAAC CAME (24:62) 

The hope of the coming of the Lord is 
indeed the blessed hope (Tit. 2:13). From 
the beginning the Lord told His disciples 
that He would come and receive us unto 
Himself that where He was there we might 
be also (John 14:3). When He ascended 
into Heaven He had the kindness and fore- 
thought to send angels to address the 
disciples, lest they should be dismayed with 
wondering where He was. “Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
Heaven? This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into Heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into Heaven” (Acts 1:11). We must not 
forget that the Lord loves us with a love 
that is stronger than death. When He was 
here it was said of Him that “having 
loved His own which were in the world, 
He loved them unto the end” (John 13:1). 
And it is He who will come for us. 

LORD JESUS, COME QUICKLY, 
February 23 
FROM THE WAY OF THE WELL (24:62) 

Water, in the Bible, is the symbol of 
the Word which cleanseth us (Eph. 5:26). 
When we read that Isaac came from the 
way of the well it reminds us that all 
things which God is doing on our behalf 
are done in strict conformity with the way 
which is set forth in the written Word of 
God. There is nothing that shall come to 
pass that has not been set forth in the 
Word. “Surely the Lord God will do 
nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto 
His servants-the prophets”- (Amos 3:7). 
When Jesus was here on earth, talking 
about His return for His own, He said, 
“If it were not so, I would have told you” 
(John 14:2). This must mean that there 
are no unhappy surprises which will con- 
front us. The worst has been revealed, and 
it turns out to be all best. The sufferings 
of this present age are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us (Rom. 8:18). All will hap- 
pen in accordance with the Word. 

LORD, WE GLORY IN THY REVELATION TO US. 
24 
IN THE FIELD AT THE EVENTIDE (24:63) 

The field is the world (Mt. 13:38), and 
the eventide may well be the end of the 
age. Those of us who are called to live 
in the last half of this twentieth century 
look around us and see the gathering 
shadows that lie over the world which 
crucified Christ. Everywhere men’s hearts 
are failing them for fear (Lk. 21:26). A 
psychotic unrest fills the hearts of myriad 
millions. Yet we who journey through the 
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Fuu coor STORY-O-GRAPHS 


last stage of the desert are aware df all 
that has been announced, and know that 
the Lord will surely bring to pass all that 
He has appointed. We know that the hour 
of our oneness with the Lord draws upon 
us apace. The redness of the sky tells us 
of the fair weather that we shall have to- 
morrow (Mt. 16:2). Already we are aware 
of the fact that the angels are gathering 
the tares into bundles and that at the same 
time He is gathering us, His wheat, to take 
us home (Mt. 13:30). 

LORD, COME TAKE US HOME. 


WHAT MAN IS THIS? Febrvery 25 
It is inconceivable that any truly born- 


‘again person should not be aware of the 


coming of the Lord, but the Scripture 
shows us that there are those who will not 
be ready for that event, and who will be 
ashamed before Him at His coming. “What 
man is this?” should be the question on 
the lips of every believer as we see the 
Lord working in history, as we see the 
events of the world around us. If we see 
no more than the Napoleons, the Hitlers, 
gr the Stalins of history, we shall be 


of history today is’ the Lord of history, 
even the Lord Jesus Christ.. Every turn of 


‘_ events should lift our hearts to Him. Every 


fresh news of calamity, disaster, and war 
should turn our hearts to His Word, His 
promise, His person, His coming. Every 
news of triumph and conversion and revival 
should lead us to see who this Man is. 
LORD, SHOW US CHRIST JESUS. 

February 26 
SHE TOOK A VEIL AND COVERED HERSELF 
(24:65) 

There must be spiritual preparation for 
the coming of the Lord. We are to meet 
Him, and the day will be very revealing. 
The Spirit tells us, “And now, little chil- 
dren, abide in Him; that, when He shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not 
be ashamed before Him at His coming” 
(1 John 2:28). We are to appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ that every be- 
liever may receive the reward or loss of 
reward for the things that are done in the 
body, each according to that which has 
been done, whether it be good or bad. The 
judgment of 2 Corinthians 5:10 is not a 
judgment that can separate us from God in 
Christ, but it is a judgment that can shame 
us before the presence of our Bridegroom. 
Therefore it behooves us to prepare our- 
selves for that meeting with Him. The veil 
that we take is the modest confession of 
our own nothingness, and the acceptance of 
the fact that any beauty which we have 
comes from Him who loved us. 

LORD, PREPARE US FOR OUR MEETING WITH 
CHRIST. 









February 27 

THE SERVANT TOLD ISAAC ALL THINGS (24:66) 
We, as the servants of the ‘Lord, will 
be called upon to give an account of. all 
things. which have concerned us while we 
are here upon this earth. Ministers, elders, 
deacons, Sunday school teachers, - and 
others in Christian work must give an ac- 
count for each soul that has come under 
their influence (Heb. 13:17). The same 
truth may be applied to each one of us, 
even though we are not in what is so 
falsely called “full-time Christian work.” 
Every Christian is in full-time work for 


* the Lord, even though he may be adding 


up columns of figures, performing surgical 
operations, making steel, nursing, school- 
teaching, sweeping floors, or any. other task 
that a human being must perform. We shall 
even give an account of every idle word, 
or, as it is in the Greek, of every unprofit- 
able word (Mt. 12:36). Happy the servant 
to whom the Lord can say, “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant” (Mt. 
25:21), because He finds us watching (Mt. 
24:46). 
LORD, MAKE US FAITHFUL. 

February 28 
SHE BECAME HIS WIFE (24:67) 

“This is a great mystery; but I speak 
concerning Christ and the Church” (Eph. 
5:32). The extent of our union with Christ 
is one of the most amazing truths, if net 
the most amazing truth in the Bible. The 
average citizen of a monarchy can see no 
social difference between the king and the 
queen, even though the queen may have 
been chosen from a rank less than royal. 
It will certainly be, throughout all eternity, 
that the angels of Heaven, and the inhab- 
itants of the new Heavens and the new 
earth, in looking upward through the vast 
distances that separate their creaturehood 
from our divine position of having been be- 
gotten in Christ and lifted to His throne, 
will not see much difference between our 
position and that of our Heavenly Bride- 
groom. “It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be; but we know that when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him” (1 John 3:2). 
LORD, MAY WE, EVEN NOW, HAVE NO EYES 
BUT FOR THEE. 

February 29 
HE LOVED HER. (24:67) 

The love of Christ for the church is an 
eternal love. He loved us before the foun- 
dation of the world when we were chosen 
in Him (Eph. 1:4). It was love that 
brought Him down to earth. It was for the 
joy that was set before Him that He en- 
dured the cross (Heb. 12:2). Even now 
He loves us and is showing the results of 
that sacrificial love, since its purpose was 
“That He might sanctify and cleanse us 
with the washing of water by the Word, 
that He might present us to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any ‘such thing; but that we should be 
holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:26, 27). 
And our love to Him is because He first 
loved us (1 John 4:19). Here in this type 
of the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah is 
set forth that in the future, after we have 


_ actually become “the fullness of Him that 


filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:23), He will love 
us. “Yea, I have loved thee with an ever- 
lasting love : therefore with loving kindness 
have I drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3). 

LORD, MAY WE GIVE THEE THAT WHICH THY 
LOVE WANTS. 
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ALLEN GARDINER 
(Continued from page 9) 


knock and opened the door, but all 
too soon, for one young man got 
up and said: ‘‘No, ma’am, we not 
knock. You come too soon, only one 
man finished.’’ After half an hour 
a great knock came, and when they 
went in, by the side of each young 
man a girl was seated and all looked 
very happy. The wedding ceremony 
was performed some time later, and 
a further strange coincidence of 
this extraordinary incident, was the 
discovering of five ‘silver rings in 
Mr. Burleigh’s desk, part of a num- 
ber he had received from England 
for native weddings. Long after, 
these five new Christian homes were 
still a great cause for thankfulness. 


Between Allen Gardiner’s first 
visit in 1841 and Bishop Stirling’s 
return in 1869, over four hundred 
Indians had been baptized into the 
Church of our Lord and Saviour. 


Said Vice-Admiral B. J. Sulivan, 
writing to the Daily News on the 
24th of April 1885: ‘‘Mr. Charles 
Darwin, my old friend and ship- 
mate for five years, had often ex- 
pressed to me his conviction that it 
was utterly useless to send mission- 
aries to such a set of savages as the 
Fuegians, probably the very lowest 
of the human race. I had always 
replied that I did not believe any 
human beings existed too low to 
comprehend the simple message of 
the Gospel of Christ. In 1869 he 
wrote to me to say that the South 
American Mission had proved him 
wrong, and requested me to forward 
to the Society his cheque for £5. 
Darwin said later: ‘The success of 
the Tierra del Fuego Mission is 
most wonderful and charms me, as 
I always prophesied utter failure. 
It is a grand success.’ He continued 
a subscriber to the South ‘American 
Missionary Society till his death. 
The ‘missing links’ had become sons 
and daughters of God.’’ 


The work goes on among the 
Indians of the Argentine and Para- 
guayan Chaco, and Southern Chile. 
And news comes this year of real 
revival among a fresh tribe hitherto 
untouched. Here are some extraets 
from reports sent in by the mission- 
ary on the field: ‘‘A remarkable 
movement among hitherto unevan- 
gelized tribes—Choroti and Chu- 
nupi—who have, of their own voli- 
tion, come to seek for the Gospel. 
One of the churches, which accom- 
modates three hundred, is now 
inadequate, and every service has 
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to be duplicated. Sermons are often 
preached in four languages—the 
interpreters standing by the 
preacher. There are members of 
different tribes together in the 
church—tribes that have maintained 
bitter feuds—now meeting in the 
One Name which is above every 
name, and often prayers are heard 
in two and three languages. One 
tribe, in order to make the mission- 
aries’ journey to their village 
shorter and easier, have cut a new 
road eighteen .miles through the 
forest, making a saving of five miles. 
Others have walked seventy-two 
miles to find the mission station. 
Such demands bring a great re- 
sponsibility, not only to the mis- 
sionaries, but to those of us at home 
who by our prayers and gifts try to 
share in the work. 


We need recruits who know 
Christ as their Saviour and Lord— 
who know God’s Book, the Bible, 
and who have a great compassion 
for their fellowmen. 


THE END 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print tt. 

Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concern- 
ing these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 


89 
A Chicago reader, saved but dis- 
satisfied with the condition of his 
heart and life writes: ‘‘Pray for me 
that I might overcome and know 
His favor.’ 
90 


Request is made for prayer for 
the nephew of a Pennsylvania sub- 
seriber, who is apparently saved 
after a rather dissolute life, that he 
may find work and grow in spiritual 
perception. 

28 


In September, 1950, a Harris- 
burg mother asked us to join her in 
prayer concerning her son’s future. 
She recently wrote again to the Edi- 
tor: ‘‘For some time I have been 
wanting to write letting you know 
of the blessings that have come to 
us through your faithful ministry, 
the Radio Bible Class, Eternity, and 
also The Tenth Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, of which you are 
the minister, so that you can rejoice 
with me and praise the Lord for His 
wonderful goodness. 


and for the business man. @ @ 
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e @ The GOSPEL HERALD is an ideal family paper with a 
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SEND FOR A SAMPLE COPY 
Price to U. S., its belongings, Can., Mex. & Cuba, a year. . 
To the Minister of the Gospel, a year 


Address 
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**My son; who is 21 years old, was 
very undecided about his life’s work 
about a year and a half ago and I 
had put a prayer request in Eter- 
nity’s ‘Call and I Will Answer.’ 
Soon after it was printed, my boy 
decided to study art at the Penn- 
sylvania Academy of Fine Arts in 
Philadelphia. As he left home, I 
said to him, ‘If I were going to 
Philadelphia to live I would attend 
Tenth Presbyterian Church.’ In the 
first letter I received from him, he 
said he had been to the Sunday 
evening service. How I rejoiced! 

‘“‘Then some time during the 
month of February, after attending 
a Wednesday night prayer service, 
the Lord wonderfully saved him. 
Thank God your chureh still has 
prayer meetings. 

‘*During the summer he spent 
seven weeks at a Christian Camp 
and since September 10th has been 
studying at Northwestern Schools, 
Minneapolis, preparing for some 
branch of the ministry. The Lord is 
blessing in a marvelous way. Pray 
for this dear boy as he prepares to 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ, that he 
will be humble and give all glory 
to God. 

‘““My prayer request has been 
answered in a round-about marvel- 
ous way. Thank our Lord and thank 
each one that prayed.’’ 





A missionary in the southern 
mountains could make good use of a 
battery radio. He has little Chris- 
tian fellowship and longs to hear 


Gospel programs. 
wishes to send him a battery radio, 
please write Eternity, 1716 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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